Part One: The Work of the Cross

I. Introduction

   1. For the Son of God to become man, it was actually the person of the Son 

       who was truly the experiencing and acting subject within his human 

       existence as man.

a. The Son as the sole subject experienced the whole of human life 

      and acted in a fully human manner within the confines of his own 

      “I.”

b. He assumed a humanity that bore the birthmark of sinful Adam and so entered into our human history as one like ourselves.

    2. The Son of God as man simultaneously performed three actions:


a. Assumed our condemnation


b. Offered himself as an atoning sacrifice to the Father on our 

              behalf.

c. Put to death our sinful humanity

II. Assuming our condemnation

A. Results of Sin

1. Sin is contrary and hostile to all that is good, holy and loving

     a. The unredeemed (unrepentant) sinner reaps the 

          consequence of sin, separation from God.


b. Physical death gives expression to the deeper death of 

         having been separated from God.

2. While sin made us God’s enemies, the Father’s salvific goal reconfirms his plan first inaugurated at the dawn of creation.
a. He desires that we fully share in the eternal life of 

   the Trinity

b. Thus the Father sent the Son into the world that we

    may have eternal life with him. This is the point of 

    soteriological departure.

B. Father sends the Son

1. The Son assumed our sinful humanity and the full weight of condemnation.

   a. Even though Jesus never personally sinned, the Father

       made him who knew no sin to be sin.

   b. This is done by sending the Son in the likeness of human 

       flesh and having him mount the cross on which sin was 

       condemned.

   c. The Incarnation leads directly to the cross because it 

       expresses the Son’s complete solidarity with our sinful 

       human condition and condemnation.

   d. This condemnation is nothing less than being separated 

                                from God.



        e. The Son tasted not just the suffering of physical death, 

                                but the second death of being separated from God.



2. The loss of God’s loving presence was experienced not as a 

                        mere absence, but the Son experienced as man the very 

                        wrath of God.

a. Sin is a free act of separating oneself from God and it literally creates hell.

b. If this separation is not healed, the sinner experiences it more emphatically as his actual abandonment.

c. The sinner experiences God’s righteous judgment as wrath because the sinner now embodies all that is ungodly.
3. To experience the wrath of God is not God avenging himself

    in rage. God is experienced as being wrathful for God judges 

    that such a separation is a proper and just consequence of 

    sin.

a. The wrath of God is simply God’s approval of what sin itself rightly demands.

b. It is the wrath of God as the ultimate necessary consequence of playing out of sin in the presence of the good and holy God that the Son of God experienced.

c. Jesus stood in our stead and he did so out of love for us that we might never encounter such a tragic end. He assumed our condemnation that we may be saved from it.

4. Because of the human situation and personal sin, we are 

    incapable of experiencing full communion with the loving 

    Father.

a. However the Son nonetheless lived in perfect 

     obedience to the Father and so experienced, as far as 

     is humanly possible in this life, the consummate love 

     of the Father.

b. Only one who knows the fullness of the Father’s love can know the despair of being abandoned.

c. While Jesus experienced the full weight of our condemnation, he did not have the mind of a condemned sinner.

d. Jesus in the midst of his abandonment maintained a firm love of his Father and trusted that his Father would restore his loving presence.

II. Jesus’ atoning sacrifice

A. Reconciliation to the Father

1. Humanity, not God is the beneficiary of the death of Jesus.
          a. Through the death of Jesus, all of humanity is 

              reconciled to God.
2. Biblical Sacrifice

         a. Sin violated the covenant of God with his people. The 

            covenant was ratified by a sacrifice.


b. The commandments embodied the holy life Israel was

              to live and sin repudiates that holy life.


c. The sinful action not only repudiates God’s goodness, 

              but was against it to achieve to achieve its own selfish 

              purposes. Sin only wants itself alone.


d. Sacrifice is the means for atoning for sin. Human 

              beings lovingly offer God something that is pure and 

              unblemished.

3. Qualities of Biblical sacrifice

a. It represents and expresses the interior desire to 

    make reparation for sinful actions to be cleansed of 

    ungodliness and attain a godly state.

b. Sacrifice entails suffering, for one suffers the loss of 

    something precious. Suffering is good because one has 

    lovingly offered it to God.

c. It is the repentant and atoning soul with which 

   sacrifice is offered that makes it meritorious.

d. The suffering contained in the sacrifice manifests the 

    depths of love.

B. Jesus’ sacrifice

1. Jesus ransoms us in the sense that he freed us from our condemnation- slavery of sin, dominion of Satan and fullness of death.
          a. He did this by offering in our stead and on our behalf

              his life to the Father.

2. Why was Jesus’ offering sacrificial?

a. The Father did not impose a sacrifice, but sin did.


b. Only a pure, holy and loving sacrifice of atonement 

              could ultimately free us from sins’ condemnation and 

              reconcile us to the Father.


c. The Father in the person of the incarnate Son  

                                  provided the means of our reconciliation.




d. Jesus assumed the debt of sin in assuming our 

                                  condemnation and he paid the debt of sin in offering 

                                  his life in love to the Father on our behalf.




e. Jesus’ sacrifice was not for the benefit of the Father,      

                                  but us.



3. Sin made us ungodly images of the Father and so subject to 

                        his wrath.




a. Jesus justified us through his sacrificial death on the                   

                                  cross, thus reconciling us to the Father.




b. Mankind and not the Father reaps the benefits of

                                  Jesus’ sacrifice. His atoning sacrifice allows us to be 

                                  more at one with God.




c. While living in our sinful condition, Jesus reversed or 

                                  counteracted the sinful disobedience of mankind by 

                                  living under obedience to the Father even unto death.



4. It was through the human will of the Son, through his human 

                        yes to the Father that we have been sanctified.

a. Jesus is the High  Priest and victim, for he offered himself for our cleansing from sin.
b. It is only because the Son offered his human life through the Holy Spirit that such an offering is holy and so efficacious.

C. Highlights on the sacrificial nature of Jesus’ death

1. Jesus sacrifice of himself was a two-fold act of love

a. It was an act of sacrificial love offered to the Father 

    to atone for mankind’s ungodly sinful acts.

b. It was an act of sacrificial love performed out of love 

    for mankind, for the Son did for mankind what it was 

    unable to do on its own behalf.

c. It was the suffering of death contained with the sacrifice that embodied and manifested the consummate depth of his love.

2. There is a causal connection between the atoning nature of Jesus’ death and its reconciling effect.

a. The Son offered a sinless, holy and perfect sacrifice 

    to the Father that fully and adequately expresses the 

    atoning love in the face of sin.

b. Jesus’ pure and holy sacrifice so abundantly atoned for 

    sin that there is no longer any sin to be dealt with.

3. While the person of the Son offered the sacrifice, he did so in accordance with the truth of the Incarnation, as man.

a. The merit of the sacrifice was precisely located in the 

    Son’s human love for the Father and for us.

b. The Son of God did not offer his divine life to the 
     Father in a man. It must be the Son of God as a man 

    who lovingly assumed our condemnation and as one of 

    us, offered hi human life in love to the Father.
c. The humanity of the Son was the efficacious means 

    through which redemption and reconciliation were 

    obtained.

4. Jesus vanquished the suffering of our condemnation through the sacrificial suffering of offering his life to the Father on the cross.

a. Jesus’ sacrificial offering of his life to the Father on 

   our behalf transformed the suffering of our 

   condemnation into an act of freeing us from such 

   condemnation.

b. This was due to the perfect love simultaneously 

    contained and expressed within both aspects of this 

    one act of suffering death on the cross.

c. In death, Jesus lovingly offered his life to the Father 

   out of love for us and he assumed and so suffered our 

   condemnation out of love for us.

5. Jesus’ sacrifice must not be seen as placating an angry God who demanded justice to be appeased.

a. It is the sin itself, in conformity with the justice of 

    God that had justly imposed upon humankind a debt 

    and it is the debt that is expiated through the death 

    of Jesus.

b. Through his sacrificial death, Jesus made reparation 

    for us that vanquished sin and our condemnation.

III. Putting to death our sinful humanity

A. The Flesh

1. Flesh for St. Paul is the whole person mastered by the disposition of sin with its passions and desires.

2. Two-fold reason for death of sinful flesh on the cross:
a. In Jesus it had experienced its just condemnation, not only in a physical death, but the absence of God’s presence.

b. Simultaneously it was offered lovingly to the Father in reparation for sin.

c. Sinful nature was put to death for the Son transformed it into a pure , holy and loving sacrifice to the Father.

B. Uniqueness of Jesus’ action

1. The Incarnate Son suffered because of sin, but not his own,
a. In suffering, Jesus freed himself and the whole human race from the cause of suffering- sin. He did this by enduring the full consequence of sin- our sinful condemnation.

b. He offered in love, for he offered his own life as a sacrifice to the Father on our behalf.

2. The result of this is the death of the sinful nature and the reconciliation to the Father.

a. Jesus dealt thoroughly with sin.

b. He won for us the new resurrected life of the Holy Spirit.

PART TWO: THE RESURRECTION AND PENTECOST

I. Introduction

     A. Death and Resurrection together

1. Jesus’ suffering on the cross forms part of the whole redemptive 

             mystery because it finds its salvific significance in light of the 

             resurrection and the consequent sending forth of the Holy Spirit.
a. Without the resurrection, we would not have known that our 

                         condemnation had been annulled nor our reconciliation with 

                         the Father nor the death of sinful humanity.

b. If there was no resurrection, Jesus would rightly be 

                        discredited and condemned as a blasphemous fraud.

II. Resurrection: The Father’s love for Jesus

A. Sign of the Love of the Father

1. While the crucifixion of the Incarnate Son was a supreme injustice, the Father was pleased with his Son because out of love for him and his people, Jesus willingly suffered and died.

a. Jesus’ baptism manifests that the Father was pleased with his Son precisely because he would be obedient unto death.

2. Through the cross, the Father manifested and continues o manifest to the sinful world the glory of the Son.

a. The resurrection manifests the Father’s love for the Son and testifies to his profound mercy and compassion for what the Son endured.

b. The resurrection is the Father’s conclusive answer to the suffering of his Son and with it his consummate answer to all human suffering.

c. The Father validated and manifested the efficacy of his Son’s suffering in raising him gloriously from the dead.
III. From Cross to Resurrection and Pentecost

     A. Acts of the Apostles
 
1. At Pentecost, Peter proclaims that the one found worthy of 

             crucifixion is the very one God considered worthy of raising up.
a. The Father would not abandon the Son to Sheol nor allow him top undergo corruption.

b. The Father could not leave Jesus abandoned since he was innocent and holy.

2. In the resurrection, the Father established and authenticated 

    Jesus’ holiness and the work he had accomplished on the cross.


a. Having defeated the enemies of mankind and reconciled 

              mankind to the Father, Jesus, now as risen Lord was 

              empowered to pour out on mankind the benefit of that 

              reconciliation, the Holy Spirit.


b. The sending of the Holy Spirit equally establishes the 

              efficacy of the cross and confirms the present exalted 

              reality of Jesus as Lord.

     B. Pauline Letters
         1. It is the Father who raised Jesus from the dead. 



a. The risen salvific Lordship is predicated upon his crucifixion.



b. By the Resurrection, Jesus is the first to experience the 

                        efficacy of the cross.

c. Christ bears the first-fruits of his own redemptive death. His obedience reversed Adam’s disobedience. He is the new Adam.

2. This divine wisdom of Christ crucified is foolishness to Jews and 

     Greeks.
a. The Father made Jesus Lord by raising him from the dead.

b. It is only because Jesus is the Risen Lord that we have the assurance that through his blood we are now reconciled to God.

c. It is the depth of Jesus’ humility that is the cause of his supreme exaltation as the Risen Lord.

3. The Resurrection testifies to the salvific efficacy of his suffering 

    and death.


a. This is seen not only within the resurrected Jesus, but also in 

              the new life of the Spirit given to those who live in Christ.

    C. Gospel of John
        1. Jesus obedience manifests that he is truly the Son of the Father.



a. This is seen in Jesus’ “lifting up” not only on the cross, but his 

                        resurrection and ascension.



b. The hour of Jesus’ death is the hour of his glory because in 

                        his death he brings new life.



c. The resurrection and abundance of life that it brings is the 

                        direct result of the cross.


2. Jesus is the primary actor and the one exercising ultimate 

              authority.

a. Jesus himself brings the salvific drama to a close. He is not 

                         put to death; he bows his head and gives us his Spirit.

b. The active contemplation of his work and active giving of life 

                          to the Father is the cause of his active breathing forth of 

                          the Holy Spirit.



c. The giving up of the Spirit proceeds in two directions: to the 

                        Father and to the world.


3. The efficacy of Jesus’ death is witnessed in the simultaneous

               breathing forth of the Spirit upon the world.

a. In breathing forth his life to the Father, Jesus procures for the human race the new breath of the Holy Spirit.
b. The moment of Jesus’ death is the moment of new life. The Spirit comes forth only when Jesus is glorified.

4. Jesus dies at the hour that the Paschal lambs are slaughtered in

    the Temple.

a. The blood and water from his side show the efficacy of his sacrificial death.

b. The water of the Holy Spirit testifies that his blood has atoned for the sins of mankind.

c. Similar to his action on the cross, at his Resurrection he breathes on them the Holy Spirit, reminiscent of the second creation story.

d. The cross necessarily gave rise to the resurrection, which necessarily entails the sending forth of new life in the Spirit.

       D. Letter to Hebrews

  1. Hebrews specifies that the sacrificial nature of Jesus’ death 

     accounts for his exalted Risen status.

a. Jesus was made perfect through his suffering

b. By offering his blood to the Father, he became a priest

c. As High Priest, Jesus does not need to repeat his sacrifice because he did once for all when he offered up himself.

       E. Book of Revelation


  1. Jesus is glorified as risen Lord because of his sacrificial death.



a. It is absolutely clear that the cross directly lead to the 

                       resurrection which resulted in the outpouring of the Holy 

                       Spirit.



b. As the risen Lord, he is empowered to send forth the new 

                        life of the Holy Spirit.

             2. In the Risen Jesus, the eschaton is fully present and actualized 

                and so in him the end is beginning to be made available to all.
a. In his death and resurrection, Jesus established a completely new salvific order. It is discovered in the eschatological presence of the Holy Spirit.

IV. The Son of God Risen as Complete Man

A. Glorified Body

1. The Son of God is still incarnate, though now incarnate as a risen 

    and glorious man.

2. It was as a man that the Son suffered and died, so if the Father 

    was to manifest his love for his Incarnate Son, he had to do it by 

    raising his Son as a complete man- body and soul.

a. The Father demonstrated the love for the human historical Jesus.

            3. The Father vindicated his incarnate Son and revealed the efficacy 

                of his suffering and death by gloriously raising him from the dead 

                as man.



a. By the resurrection, the Father verifies that it was truly the 

                        genuineness of his Son’s human suffering and death that 

                        conquered sin and death and so secured the new life of the 

                        Holy Spirit.



b. The Father raised Jesus as a complete man so that he can 

                         now exist  as an authentic glorious man, confirmed that what 

                         Jesus genuinely suffered as an authentic was indeed of 

                         salvific significance.



c. The bodily resurrection testifies that what the Son of God

                        did and experienced as a man especially within his suffering 

                        and death was the means by which the whole of human life, 

                        including suffering and death, was redeemed and so 

                        transformed.

4. Without Jesus’ bodily resurrection, salvation would consist of a 

              flight from the material world to a better and more authentic 

              spiritual and disembodied realm of existence.

a. Without this, the suffering and death are merely a sad but necessary way to escape the world. Suffering is not 

     redeemed, but endured.

b. Suffering would be meaningless in itself.

5. Since the Son of God as man suffered and died to obtain salvation, 

    so then the Son of God as risen  and glorious man who pours out the 

    Holy Spirit.

a. The Son makes available the fruit of his human suffering and death in the new life of the Spirit.

PART THREE: THE NEW LIFE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

I. New Creation in Christ
     A. Life in the Spirit


1. To enter into the new salvific order is primarily to become a new 

              creation in Christ through the indwelling Spirit.

a. In rising from the dead, Christ was freed from the fallen humanity with its dominion of death and now lives gloriously as a new man with God.

b. Believers participate in this life through baptism. Our own sinful nature is put to death and we too are freed from sin with its condemnation.
c. Equally through baptism we share in his resurrection and so we can walk in newness of life.

2. New Circumcision

          a. Through baptism, the Christian experiences the true spiritual 

              circumcision.

b. Christians put off the body of sinful flesh and are raised to 

                         live a new life with God in Christ.


3. Johannine (Born from above)



a. In speaking to Nicodemus, one is born naturally of sinful flesh 

                       and must be reborn of the Spirit in order to enter into the 

                       eternal Life of God’s kingdom.

c. Being born again makes one a new creation in the Spirit.

     
4. By the resurrection, the Son of God rose as a new and glorious man 

              now set free from sin and all its effects.

a. By baptism, believers abide in the risen Christ through the indwelling Spirit and share in his risen humanity.

b. Christians are still men and women, but they have been radically transformed.

c. They differ from non-Christians not simply in degree, but in kind.

II. Living in Christ

A. Effects of Redemption and salvation

1. Christians are forgiven their sins and freed from sins’ 

   condemnation.

        a. While Christians continue to sin, their sin need no longer 

            fashion them into enemies of God.

2. Christians are by faith and baptism justified, made righteous and 

     Holy before God.

a. They possess the ability to abandon sin and live in the Freedom of the Spirit.

b. The effects of this freedom s to have new minds and think in a new kind of way. They can focus with the mind of Christ on the things of heaven. 

c. They are able to do the will of God and live a life of virtue. They no longer do the deeds of the flesh, but of the Spirit. Their life consists  in putting to death the deeds of the flesh and living by the Spirit.

           3. Christians share the same intimacy with the Father as Jesus the 

               Son.

a. Their relationship with God has not only changed in degree, 

                          but in kind

b. They are reconciled to the Father, new creations and are children of the Father.

c. Thus the love of the Father can be poured into their hearts.

d. Christians are incorporated into the life of the Trinity itself and so share in the divine relationships.

4. The relationship among Christians radically differs from those who

    are not Christian

a. In Christ, all Christians possess the same Father.

b. The whole social order must be reconceived in the light of sharing a common life in Christ.

c. This social realignment is predicated on the fact that Christians, together with Christ the Head form one Body in and through the one Spirit.

5. Christians live in anticipation both of Jesus’ return in glory and 

    their own resurrection

a. Christians are already citizens of heaven, and it is from there that they await their savior, the Lord Jesus.

b. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the guarantee and first installment of the Christians’ future resurrection inheritance.
c. The final coming of Christ in glory with the resurrection of the Body is most important.

d. Eternal life within the Holy Trinity is the ultimate consequence of Jesus’ suffering. In his return in glory, he will bring a just and glorious close to all suffering.

6. The heavenly resurrected life will differ only in degree from the 

    life that Christians presently possess and experience.


a. The heavenly life is but the glorious fulfillment of the life 
              already begun here on earth within the present salvific 
              order.

