Introduction: The Christian Mystery

A. Background

1. God’s revelation to the Jews forms the horizon and foreshadowing of the Revelation of Jesus Christ.

a. Not only did Jesus place himself in this context, but 

     the apostolic Church and the authors of the NT.

b. God acted in time and history in relation to the Jewish people.

2. God reveals two things about himself in time and history:

a. By words and actions, he revealed that he is a God 

     who is present to his people and active in their 

     midst.

b. The same words and actions that revealed God to his people and his immanence in time and history were the very same actions that revealed God is wholly other than anyone or anything in the created order and that he transcends time and history.

3. The pagan gods were never wholly other than human beings:

a. They seemed present in time and history

b. They were never sovereign over time and history.
c. They were never truly transcendent and fell into the same kinds of vices as human beings.

4. Greek Philosophy

a. Greeks placed God outside of time and history. God is distant and totally unconcerned with human affairs.

b. If a truly transcendent God came into time and history, he would jeopardize or lose his divine status.

5. Christianity

a. The mystery of God finds its fullest expression in Jesus Christ.

b. The eternal Son of God is equal to the Father and entered time and history.

c. He is wholly immanent as man while not losing his wholly transcendent otherness as God. This is the mystery of the incarnation.

Chapter One: The Person of Jesus in the NT

I. The Jesus of history and the Christ of faith

     A. The splitting of Jesus



1. From the 18th century, there arose among Protestant scholars 

                       the notion that the historical Jesus was radically different 

                       from the Christ of Christian faith.



2. There were three factors involved in this:




a. Enlightenment rationalist philosophers: human beings 

                                  could only rationally hold to be true that which could 

                                  be philosophically proven.



b. Scientific method: Only that which could be empirically 

                                  verified by the senses could be held as true. Out of 

                                  this arose Deism. Supernatural events were the result 

                                  of superstitions or just irrational faith.




c. 19th century objective historical criticism: Bias and 

                                  prejudice need to be removed from historical events 

                                  so that they can be seen in their pure state.

B. Theologians who separate Jesus of history from Christ of faith

1. Herman Samuel Reimarus (1694-1768): Jesus was a failed 

     revolutionary. At his death, the disciples stole Jesus’ body, 

     proclaimed him divine and that he would return at the end of 

     time. 

2. David Friedrich Strauss (1808-1874): The Gospels were not 

     historical but mythological. There is no possibility for real 

     supernatural events.

3. Adolf von Harnack (1851-1930): Jesus was a mere man who in 

    his person and teaching confirmed the love of God and the 

    fellowship of man.

4. Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965): Jesus was a deluded 

     apocalyptic hero who through his teaching of the Kingdom of 

     God expected the imminent coming of the Son of Man. When 

     the apocalyptic person did not appear, Jesus attempted to 

     save the people through his death.
5. Rudolf Bultmann (1884-1976): He wished to entirely discard 

     the quest for the historical Jesus.

a. The historical Jesus is impossible to recover because 

      the Gospel is so overlaid with myths and supernatural 

      occurrences which modern people could not believe.

b. The only true historical fact is his crucifixion

c. Christianity could only be secured on the footing of a radical, personal and daily faith commitment to Jesus.

d. Jesus was the Christ because he lived for God and his call to each person in the preached word, is an existential summons to decide for God.

C. Catholic Principles that Guide the study of Jesus in the NT

1. Both the OT and the NT reveal that God acts in time and history in a distinctively divine manner that can e discerned.

a. The lack of faith is not a rationale or philosophical criterion for their impossibility.

2. The Jesus of history IS the Christ of faith

a. The only rational criterion for believing that Jesus is the Christ is if he is the Son of God who entered time and history, became Incarnate, died for sin and vindicated by the resurrection.
b. If these are not historical events, there is no reason to confess Jesus as the Christ.

3. The Gospels have a special preeminence for they are the principal witness for the life and teaching of the Incarnate Word.

4. Dei Verbum speaks of a three-stage Gospel formation:

a. Life and teaching of Jesus: The four Gospels faithfully pass on what Jesus Christ really did and taught for their eternal salvation. They were witnesses or based their accounts on those who were witnesses of the events and by the light of the Holy Spirit, interpreted correctly their divine and salvific significance.

b. Oral Tradition: The Apostles passed on to their listeners what Jesus said and did. They did this with a clearer understanding which they enjoyed after they has been instructed by Christ’s life and taught by the light of the Spirit of Truth.

c. Written Gospels: The Sacred authors wrote the four Gospels, selecting some things from the many which had been handed on orally or in writing, explaining some things in view of the situation of their Churches and always telling the honest truth about Jesus.

II. How did Jesus reveal he was the Son of God Incarnate?

A. Jesus is fully man 
1. The Gospels give witness to his royal ancestry. He was truly born of a human mother. 

a. He was registered in a Roman census.

b. He experienced different human emotions
c. Jesus possesses a human body, soul intellect and will.
d. Jesus was a Jew who lived in a particular culture and within a specific human period.

e. His Jewish history, ancestry, culture and faith were formative of his own self-understanding.

B. Jesus’ self perception

1. If Jesus knew himself to be the Son of God and wanted to 

reveal this, he would have to do it in such a manner that:

a. He distinguished himself from the Father

b. Uphold that there is only one God.

2. What Jesus says and does:

a. Jesus never simply calls himself God, nor does anyone else.

b. Jesus is not God in an undifferentiated sense, but God in a particular sense.
c. Jesus reveals his own self-conscious divine 

     identity through his words and actions.
3. Specific Gospel passages:

a. Mark 2:1-12 Jesus forgives sins. His divine authority and power to heal confirm his divine authority and the power to forgive sins.

b. Matthew 10:32  If we believe and acknowledge that Jesus is the Father’s true Son, then he will acknowledge us. The reason that Jesus has a connection with the Father is that he is the Father’s divine Son.

c. Matthew 10:40  One who receives Jesus and his message is not merely receiving a human person and human message, but receives a person and message that originate in God himself. Jesus has placed himself and his cause in the very heart of God.
d. Matthew 10: 37-38  Jesus is demanding a love and loyalty that far exceed anything human. Why is Jesus worthy of a love that even radically exceeds that for our own families? The love he demands only finds its sanction and warrant if Jesus is divine.

e. Matthew 5: 21-48  In the Sermon on the Mount, by consciously reinterpreting the Law, Jesus performs something that only God can do. The “I” statements denote authority.
f. “Amen” statements: Jesus singularly employs this statement to emphasize that what he is about to say is truly of God.

C. Jesus the Son of God

1. This title designated Israel, Kings and Angels. In the Synoptics, Jesus uses the title one way, and other people use it differently.

a. For others it is connected with the expected Messiah.

b. For Jesus, it expresses his consciousness of a unique filial relation to the Father.

2. Key Scriptural passages

a. Matthew 16:17  The Father is Jesus’ Father in a 

     singular way that distinguishes his Sonship from 

     that of others.

b. Mark 12:6  In the Parable of the Tenants, Jesus is consciously specifying that he is the Son, different from the former prophets and is the rightful heir to the possessions of the Father.

c. Mark 13:32  Not even the Son knows the Day of Judgment set by the Father. The Son does not know the time of the Last Day, but nonetheless he is truly the Son and so truly God, who does not know this.

d. Matthew 11:27 & Luke 10:22  It reveals Jesus’ singular knowledge of the Father and hence his divine Sonship. He possesses a knowledge of the Father that is uniquely his own. There is a communion between Father and Son that is divine in nature.
e. Mark 14:36  The intimacy with the Father in prayers as “ABBA” is unique to Jesus. It expresses the nature of his intimate familiarity and filial freedom and even an informality with the Father that is appropriate to one who is an only-begotten Son.

         D. Jesus the Son of Man


       1. This title appears 80 times in the NT and almost all of them 
                          are self-designations used by Jesus. There is no doubt that 
                          the title goes back to Jesus himself.

a. The post-apostolic Church rarely uses the title for Jesus.

b. Looking at the Book of Daniel, Jesus could proclaim that he was truly man, but yet he did come and will come again from heaven.

c. The title not only expressed his lowliness as man, but also- since the Son of man came down from heaven and so possessed divine authority, dominion and exaltation- equally designated that he was Son of God and hence divine.
            2.  It is ironic that it is a title more alluding to Jesus’ divinity 

                 than a title betokening his humanity.

a. Mark 10:45 connects the title Son of Man with the 

     suffering Servant of Isaiah who will lay down his life 

     as a ransom.

          E. Johannine “I am” sayings



1. There are seven “I am” statements in John’s Gospel




a. I am the Bread of Life  (6:35)

  


b. I am the Light of the World  (8:12)




c. I am the sheep gate (10:7)




d. I am the Good shepherd (10:11)




e. I am the Resurrection and the Life  (11:25)




f. I am the Way, the Truth and the Life  (14:16)




g. I am the true vine   (15:1)



2. In these statements, Jesus is not an emissary doing God’s 

                        work on earth and is not humanly personifying the divine 
                        truths, but he HIMSELF is the embodiment and actualization 
                        of these divine prerogatives and hence, implying that he is 
                        himself divine.

a. Jesus’ use of the absolute “I am” is the appropriation 

     of the Tetragrammaton to himself. Most clearly 

     proclaims his divine Sonship.

III. NT Church Proclamation of Jesus as God

A. The Word through whom the Father created:

1. God is the Creator of all that exists. He creates through his Word and Wisdom.
a. The apostolic Church and NT authors discerned that Jesus is the Eternal Word and Wisdom through whom the Father has created all things and so as co-creator with the Father, the Word is pre-existent and thus is equally and eternally God.

2. NT quotations

a. John 1:1-3 (Prologue): Jesus is not part of creation, but rather he has existed eternally with God and all that God has brought into existence has been created through the Word.

b. 1 Cor 8:6: The fact that the Father who is God creates implies that Jesus is God, for he too creates and therefore eternally exists with the Father as God prior to creation. The Father and Son are simultaneously united in their divine unity and distinct in their divine personhood.
c. Col 1:15-20: Jesus is the first-born of all creation because he is the first to come forth eternally from the Father and therefore the one through whom the Father creates and who manifests perfectly the Father. He holds primacy of place and honor with the created order.

d. Heb 1:1-3: The Son is truly divine because unlike the prophets, he perfectly reflects God’s glory and even bears the stamp of God’s own nature. It is through this divine Son that the Father creates and sustains the universe.

3. Jesus as Word and Son is distinct from all that is created and thus exists eternally in union with the Father.

B. Jesus is Lord

1. This proclamation is the earliest Christian declaration concerning the status of Jesus.

a. Within Hellenistic Judaism, the title “Lord” can refer to God himself.

b. When the first Christians designated the Risen Jesus as Lord, they were attributing to him a divine title, one that had previously been reserved to YHWH alone.

2. This is clearly seen in the words of St. Thomas after the 

      Resurrection: My Lord and my God. 
C. Jesus is Worshipped

1. Worship is a clear recognition that the First Christians acknowledged Jesus to be God, for only one who is divine can be rightly worshipped and adored.

2. Scripture examples

a. Acts 7:54-60   Stephen at his death kneels in worship

    and prays to Jesus as his Lord to whom he is 

    commending his life and interceding in behalf of his 

    executioners. He professes faith in Jesus’ divinity.

b. Revelation 5:11-14   Not only is the Father worshipped, 

    but equally worshipped is the glorious Lamb who was 

    slain. The Father and Son are given equal worship and 

    adoration and hence are both equally God.

c. Matthew 28:19   Jesus’ great commission gives the 

    formula for the baptismal liturgy that germinated 

    within and quickly became the universal practice of the 

    early Church. It expresses the three-fold equality of 

    the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
D. Does the NT call Jesus God?

1. While there are so few references stating simply that Jesus is God, this absence in no way implies that NT Christians did not believe Jesus to be God.

2. Scripture quotations

a. Romans 9:5   Paul says that the one who is a physical 

    descendent of the Patriarchs is also the one who is 

    God over all creation.

b. Titus 2:13   The glory that will appear is the one glory

     of Jesus Christ, whose glory is that of being our God 

     and Savior.

c. Phil 2:6   It implies that since Jesus is in the form of 

    God, and thus equal to God, he is therefore God.

d. 2 Peter 1:1   Both God and Savior are predicated of 

    Jesus, for as our God and Savior he is our 

    Righteousness

e. Heb 1:8   In quoting Psalm 45, the Father is referring 

    to the Son as his equal

E. Conclusion

1. John 1:14 has influenced theological history and the development of the Church’s Christology. There are two reasons for its importance:

          a. The Word who became flesh is the same One who is 

              eternally with the Father and is equally God.

b. The Word did not become “soma” but “sarx.” Sarx 

     stresses the weakness, fragility, vulnerability and 

     precariousness of human bodily life.



2. It is from his becoming “sarx” that the glory of God will be 

                        witnessed
