Trinitarian themes and Persons
First and Second Centuries (33-200AD)                           Economic (historical) theologies
World Views                                                         /                                                \ 
Apocalyptic               Hellenistic                           Justin Martyr (100-165)                        Irenaeus of Lyons (130-200)
Jewish                         Greek                                       Jesus fulfills OT “suffering servant”            Anti-Gnostic “Adversus Haereses”
Restoration                  Dualistic: Body/Soul                 Logos Theology: God has addressed              Unity of history-Person-God
Linear history                             Spirit/matter              all creation. Logos = “visible God”                Salus Carnis: Salvation of the flesh
Exclusive                     Cyclical (a-historical)                Logos is pre-existent; eternally                     Double Trinitarian movement
One God                     Unity/Distinction                         generated from the Father.                        Stress on Apostolic preaching
Apostolic Preaching      Allegory                                   Recirculation: Restoration must                    Recapitulation: Christ has linked 
Simple Scripture          Universality                                correspond antithetically to the                    himself with the beginning and
                                                                                       process of the Fall.                                        United himself with the human race.
                                                                                                                                                             Beginning is not restored but

                                                                                                                                                             surpassed.

Third and Fourth Centuries (200-300AD)

Monarchians                    Tertullian (160-225)                Origen (185-254)                    Logos Sarx Theology
Aka “Sabellians”                   “The hinge of salvation                 Strong Platonism                         “Word-Flesh”
Unity is God is the Key           is the flesh.”                              Logos is Mediator between           Alexandrian theology
Suspicious of Philosophy       Incarnation is necessary              God(Wisdom) and the world         Jesus is human and divine, but the 
“Modalism” and                       for salvation.                              (Word)                                            Logos is in charge. 
Patripassionism”                    Jesus possesses two                    Jesus is the Logos.                      It is questionable as to whether
                                               “substances” (divine/                  He possesses a human soul.            Jesus has s human soul.
                                               human) that are not mixed.         Father, Son and Holy Spirit        Jesus Christ is “One and the Same.”
Anti-Monarchians              There is a distinction                  are three “hypostases”
Unity of the Divine                  between substance and              Resurrection is the                        Arius of Alexandria (250-336)
Godhead, but distinction          person.                                          Spiritualization/divinization        Monarchian and Origenist
Between Father, Son             Word is begotten (generated)         of one’s human nature.                 Logos is not equal to God the Father
and Holy Spirit.                      From the “ousia” of the Father                                                           The Logos is created before the 

                                                                                                                                                             creation of the world. Prov. 8:22
Trinitarian themes and Persons (Fourth Century)
Athanasius  (296-373)                   Synod of Alexandria (362)                         Cappadocian Theologians

Council of Nicea (325)                        Nicenes and Homoiousians come to                   Basil (330-379): distinction between hypostasis  

Christ “homoousios” with                    an agreement.                                                             and ousia.

  the Father.                                       Formula: “Mia ousia in treis hypostaseis”                    The Father is the “Arche”

He marks the beginning of                    One essence in three persons.                                  Schesis (relation) describes the distinction

 Immanent Trinity reflection.            Christ is not a creature.                                              in unity.

God became man that man                 The Father and son are one but different.                   Movement from Three persons to One God
Might become God                                                                                                                    (Paternity-Sonship-Sanctification)
(divinization)                                                                                                                          Holy Spirit is God. “Homotimia”
The Holy Spirit is God.                                                                                                 Gregory of Nyssa (330-395) Distinction between 
                                                                                                                                               Ousia and hypostasis.

                                                                                                                                               Relation marks distinction                           

                                                                                                                                               (Unbegotten- Only begotten-through the Son











            Gregory of Nazianzen (329-389) “Prosopon” is the 

Synod (Council) of Constantinople (381)                                                                             same as “hypostasis”

Restates the Nicene Creed and formally                                                                                 (Unbegotten-generated-proceeded)

  condemns Arianism again.

Describes the divinity of the Holy Spirit:             Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
   “Lord and Giver of Life”                                     Christology                                  Trinity
   “Proceeds from the Father”                               Christ shows us the Trinity                         Starts with unity and moves to Trinity

   “Spoke through the Prophets”                            Christ is Mediator, Redeemer,                     Theophany is a created manifestation of

                                                                                  Reconciler, Priest, Intercessor                 God. 

                                                                              Christ’s love is seen in the humility             Spirit is derived from the Son and the 
                                                                                of the Incarnation and the Cross,               Father.
                                                                                which reopens the way to divine love.        Amans-Amatus-Amor (lover-beloved-love)

                                                                             Christ is co-natural with the Father             Terms: essentia, substantia, persona  
                                                                             Christ is co-natural with Mary                       Distinction is made in the relations  
                                                                             Christ is “una persona in utraque                    Uses the term “persona,” but finds it

                                                                             Natura” “One person in a two-fold  nature.”          lacking.
Creedal Statement from 208AD

Found in Tertullian’s Contra Praxeas

We however, as we have always done, believe that there is one only God, but under the following dispensation or economia as it is called, that this one only God has also a Son, his Word, who proceeded from himself, by whom all things were made and without whom nothing was made.

Him we believe to have been sent by the Father into the Virgin and to have been born of her- being both man and God, the Son of Man and the Son of God and to have been called by the name of Jesus Christ; we believe him to have suffered died and been buried, according to the Scriptures, and after he had been raised again by the Father and taken back to heaven, to be sitting at the right hand of the Father, and that he will come to judge the quick and the dead; who sent also from heaven from the Father, according to his own promise, the Holy Ghost, the Paraclete, the sanctifier of the faith of those who believe in the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost.
That is the rule of faith that has come down to us from the beginning of the Gospel… .

Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed  from 381AD

We believe in one God
the Father Almighty             Maker of heaven and earth
                                             Of all that is seen or unseen
We believe in one Lord
Jesus Christ, the only

Son of God                           Eternally begotten of the Father

                                               God from God, light from God

                                               True God from true God

                                               Begotten not made, one in being 

                                                with the Father, through whom 

                                                all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation 

He came down from heaven: by

The power of the Holy Spirit he

Became incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary.

For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and

was buried.

On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he

ascended into heaven and is seated

at the right hand of the Father. He

will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead.

We believe in the Holy Spirit    The Lord and Giver of life                                        
                                                  Who proceeds from the Father 

                                                  (and the Son), with the Father 

                                                   and the Son he is worshipped and 

                                             glorified. He has spoken through 

                                             the prophets

We believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the body and the life of the world to 

come. Amen
