Chapter Six
A. Introduction

    1. Menzi (Mencius) lived in the fourth century BC

     2. Xunxi (Hsun Tzu) lived in the third century BC 

     3. Both accepted the Confucian notion of the refined person. 


a. Such a person is benevolent and public-spirited.


b. To become a refined person requires a good education as well as 

               working on oneself.

     4. Menzi was interpreted to believe that human nature is good and Xunxi 

         believes that human nature is evil.


a. They do, however, have different views in regard to initial human 

              nature.


b. Unlike Locke, who portrayed the mind at birth as a sort of blank slate, 

              it is generally accepted that each person is born with a temperament 

             which involves individual tendencies to behave and respond in certain 

             ways.

B. Menzi and Benevolence


1. The initial human nature includes a tendency to sometimes feel 

              benevolent toward others, especially those suffering or in distress.



a. He is also clear that it is a sporadic rather than a consistent 

                        tendency



b. For him there is something good in human nature.

2. Menzi is concerned, as a good Confucian, to get people not merely to 

              be sort of good people, but deeply and reliably good people.



a. Each has the psychological ability to refine themselves so as to 

                        be thoroughly good.



b. There are imaginable situations in which almost everyone 

                         would rise to the occasion in an benevolent way.



c. Human beings can be benevolent and non-benevolent at the 

                        same time.


3. There are two possible levels of benevolence:



a. There are stray benevolent impulses, brought on by some 

                         visible distress or a need that is seen.



b. There is systematic benevolence, which extends to people and 

                         animals that are not seen and requires considerable 

                         thoughtfulness.



c. The challenge with sustained benevolence is the human 

                        tendency to have the notion “out of sight, out of mind.”


4. There can be exceptions to benevolent tendencies. This could be 

              because the repeated circumstances of life that are unfavorable to 

              benevolence can cause someone to lose any element of benevolence.



a. Menzi provides a highly plausible case for sprouts of 

                       benevolence being part of a normal human nature.



b. While it does not mean we are all good human beings, it does 

                        indicate that we have something to work with as we try to 

                        transform ourselves for sort of good to deeply good people.

C. Xunzi on Human Improvement


1. Initial human nature is crude and unreliable. It is like warped wood 

             that needs to be straightened out.


a. It is clear that uncivilized humans have positive potential.



b. Initial human nature is not evil, but morally unreliable.



c. For evil to be, there must be a sustained preference for harm 

                        to others over what is good for others.


2. Much adult bad behavior is the expression of a determined selfishness 

              along with thoughtlessness and insensitivity about likely effects on 

              others.



a. Still, Xunzi’s view of human nature is bleak. We are self-

                        interested, but not entirely



b. From Menzi’s point of view, it can look hopeful, but from 

                        Xunzi’s view which focuses on civilized and refined people, it 

                        can look negative.


3. Key Questions: How can warped barbarians become a civilized, really 

              good people?



a. For Xunzi, this civilizing force takes place by ritual. It develops 

                        in us a familiarity with harmonizing out thoughts and moments 

                        with those of others.



b. Examples of this could be holding doors for others or thanking 

                        someone for a good deed.



c. These actions require considering the other person and being 

                        aware of them in relation to you. Secondly, it is a tiny act of 

                        kindness.


4. One can see that the Confucian account of how some people become 
              refined and deeply good can produce an immediate explanation of 

              how such goodness does exist in the world.

5. But one must also seek a cause for the ultimate explanation.



a. How did those who taught the people from whom they learned 

                        socially harmonized behavior acquire their degree of goodness?



b. Is it clear that there has been a build up of social structures or 

                        refinement and genuine goodness.



c. Xunzi would say that ritual and other developed social

                        structures enable some of us to move toward being deeply good 

                        people.



d. This would also be an incremental process.


6. There are two possible solutions:



a. There was a gradual expansion of cooperative behavior that 

                        deepened to what were increasingly recognized as implicit 

                        norms.



b. Human nature could include a normal developmental path of 

                        increasing moral awareness, depending on circumstances and 

                        opportunities.


c. In every case, people desire to become good because their 

                        nature is bad. The person who has little longs to have much.

