Chapter Four: The Spirit in the Church
I. Relation of Spirit to Church


A. Introduction



1. The Christian community was not created after the 

                        resurrection of Jesus; the wheat does not come after the 

                        revival of the grain; it is the resurrection of the grain itself.

a. Jesus is glorified in person and in the fruit born of his 

     death.

b. Jesus himself rises again and he rises too in the form

     of the community: the Easter event is the coming of 

     the Church


B. The Spirit at the beginning of the Church



1. The birth of the Church is concretely manifested in 

                        important gestures and words.

a. John’s Gospel notes that it was the first day of the 

     week. According to the Biblical account, creation 

     began at the beginning of a week.

b. The breath of God hovered over the water; through 

     the action of the breath, Adam awakened to life. 

c. On the first day of the week, Jesus breathes on the 

     disciples. The gesture is creative; the Church is 

     created in the Spirit of the Risen Jesus.


2. In Acts, Luke tells of the birth of the Church disclosed as a 

                        historical reality.

a. Jesus announces in Acts 1:5 the coming arrival of the 

     Holy Spirit, who with Matthias, the twelve were to 

     become the symbol of the new Israel.

b. At Pentecost, the congregation is marked by the 

     ecclesial number of twelve, multiplied by ten, when 

     the Spirit comes down upon the disciples and baptizes 

    them.


3. Born in Jerusalem, the Church grows from this moment 

                        ceaselessly being born in the breath of the same Spirit.

a. Each community begins in the sacrament of water and 

     the Spirit.

b. In this world, where all are born pagans and have yet

     to become Christians, the Church is always being 

     founded.


4. A place and date can be assigned to the permanent beginning 

                        of the Church: the person of Christ at the hour of his 

                        Passover when the Spirit is outpoured.

a. She is born of the glorious death where all was 

     accomplished in the living water which flowed from 

     the pierced side of Christ. This body is also the 

     Church.

b. It is here too that God creates the world. But the 

     Church was created  in the immediate proximity of 

     Christ, and re than the rest of the world, she is the 

     Body of Christ.

c. The Church is the first born in the first born Son, the 

     one most deeply rooted in the Son, preceding in divine 

     causality the rest of creation
d. Nothing, in divine causality, precedes the divine today 

     which is the begetting of the Son in the world; 

     everything, but in the first place the Church depends 

     on this.


C. A Spirit of Incorporation



1. The Spirit acts in Christ as a power both of resurrection and 

                        incorporation in Christ.

a. Through his action Jesus himself rises again and he 

     rises in the form of community.

b. The same power glorifies Christ and the faithful.

c. The frequent formulas “in one body” and “in one spirit” should be thought of together. The presence of the Spirit brings about adherence to Christ.
2. It is thus that Christ was effectively raised to life for us; 

    through the power of his resurrection, man was incorporated 

     in him and raised with him.

a. The Spirit of sonship is a spirit of incarnation; by 

     integrating the world into the Son, he gives a body to 

     the Son in the world.

b. Within the Church this power of incorporation is still 

     exercised, even in material realities as well. 

c. In her the Body of Christ- the essential symbol- the 

    Spirit creates a sacramental world, the highest point 

    of which is the Eucharist, where bread and wine are 

    incorporated into Christ and become Christ’s body.
d. The whole of creation is destined to be drawn up some 

     day into the glorious freedom of the children of God.
e. This destiny belongs to man in virtue of his creation, 

     for God created the world in and for Christ in the 

     power of the Spirit.


3. This incorporation into Christ is very real. The body to which 

                         the faithful are joined, in which they are clothed, which 

                         they become, precedes the community.

a. It is the body of Christ raised to life by God in the 

                                  Spirit.

b. The Church has a sacrament which manifests her 

     mysterious character and realism of union with the 

     body of Christ.


4. All the activity of the Spirit in the Church is concentrated in 

                        the Son, in his presence in the world; it enables him to be 

                        embodied in the faithful by incorporating them into himself.

a. The Spirit of the resurrection of Christ acts 
     differently upon the Church and upon creation in 
      general.
b. In his creative action, omnipotence issues a command.

c. In the Church, omnipotence is infinite love; it attracts, invites and woos the heart.

D. In Christ and in the Spirit


1. Paul created two formulas to characterize the mystery of the 

             Church: he says that the faithful exist and live in Christ and 

             in the Spirit.

a. In Christ and in the Spirit, the faithful are 

     simultaneously Christianized and spiritualized. This

     shows the indestructible unity  of the Spirit and 

     Christ.

b. The Spirit of God, power, glory, holiness and divine 

     action, is also the Spirit of Christ


2. In Christ and the Spirit, collaboration is perfect, but each 

                        one plays his own part.

a. The Spirit is the guest, he inhabits the believer of 

     whom he makes a temple of God.

b. Paul never says that the Christian is the Temple of 

    Christ. Christ does not inhabit the house, he is the 

    Foundation and the entire building, of which the 

    faithful form part.
c. The believer is incorporated into Christ and inhabited 

     by the Holy Spirit.
                      3. This difference is expressed in many ways.

a. The Spirit is the gift, the grace while Christ is the mediator of the divine gifts.

b. The faithful are the Temple where the Spirit dwells, but they are the body of Christ where the Spirit reigns.

c. The faithful possess the Spirit, but they belong to Christ.

d. The Church is the body of Christ through identifying union with him; she is not the body of the Spirit, she is not identified with him.
4. The Spirit does not appropriate the faithful to himself, his 

    action is at the service of the Son and of his being begotten 

    in the world.

a. In raising Christ to life, through dwelling in him and 

    sanctifying him, he incorporates men into him so that 

    through him they may raise again and be sanctified.

b. In this work, Christ is not passive, he is not just a 

    platform on which the Spirit is to build the Church. He 

    is at his service in the power of the Spirit and through 

    it he unites men to his body.
c. Power is love; by giving himself to men, he unites them 

    to himself.


E. The Church: mysterious yet visible



1. The Church is a mystery. She is an assembly in God and in the 

                       Lord, but she lives in this world and in it she presents the 

                       image of a visible, organized society.
a. The Church depends in every respect on her double, 

     indivisible origin: through the Spirit and through 

     Christ she is simultaneously an institution and a 

     mystery.

b. The Spirit himself is the agent of the Incarnation. 

     Now Christ is, through this Spirit, both glorified in 

     God and risen in the midst of the world in the 

     sacramentality of the visible Church..

c. The Spirit is the fullness of all that is real; he confers 

    on the Church a real earthly existence.


2. The Church is the New Covenant in which the heart of man is 

                        full of the Holy Spirit.
a. It finds its expression in the celebration of the 

     Eucharist.
b. The congregation gathers at a definite place in the

     world, at a definite time; but also in a mystical place, 

     Christ, and at a mystical time, the Hour of the 

     Passover

c. Christ presides invisibly and all the faithful celebrate 

    with him the Paschal mystery.

d. The Eucharist is wholly the work of the Spirit and of 

     Christ. The Church, visible and yet mysterious, is 

     entirely subject to the power of the Spirit and of 

     Christ.


3. The Spirit assembles the earthly community and it is this 

                        community that diffuses him. The Spirit consecrates 

                        ministers and it is they who disseminate him.




a. Rooted in the Spirit, who is communion, the ecclesial 

                                  institution is at the service of communion. The 

                                  Eucharist, its constitutive symbol, testifies that 

                                  communion is the fundamental requirement.

b. If in the Church, there are distinctions, they are not 

     intended to separate but unite.

c. Thus the difference which characterizes the priest 

     does not separate him from the faithful, they do not 

     confront each other nor is he above them; he is drawn 

     into the community making his ministry a central one.


4. The Spirit of communion tends to make everything personal; 

                        he imprints a personal stamp on the ecclesial covenant.
a. The Church is not just a group of individuals, her 

      members are bound to each other by personal bonds; 

      the institution is a network of personal relationships.

b. The sacraments are not part of an impersonal 

     structure, but lived by those who administer them as 

     by those who receive them.

c. The Institutional aspect, inevitable in the Church on 

     earth, must ceaselessly be converted from 

     bureaucracy to personal relationships.

d. The ecclesial institution is faithful to the Spirit who 

     creates it, in the measure in which it brings about a 

     communion of persons, in which the ministries are 

     creators of community


F. One, yet made up of many parts



1. The Church is one, for Christ, with whom she forms one 

                        body, is not divided.

a. It is the role of the Spirit to unite while diversifying, 

     while making the identity of each one manifest.

b. He acts in that he is love, by creating beings who form 

     relationships, where the union of persons does not 

     abolish, but accentuates the identity of each, in the 

     interplay of relationships.

c. In the Church there is unity in diversity, just as God is 

   one in the Trinity.


2. The Spirit is paradoxical also in this respect; unique but 

                         unifying.

a. This diversity is however, the sign of the presence of 

      the Spirit only in integration into unity.

II. The Spirit given to the Church

A. Holy Spirit as Gift
1. The two principles that hold the Church together, Christ and 

    the Spirit, are also those who sanctify her. 



     a. She is united by the Spirit in a holy place: the body 

                       of Christ; and at the moment of all sanctification 

                       when Christ enters into full communion with his                  

                       Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit



b. Holiness is a divine attribute: God alone is holy. 

                  Creatures are sanctified by being consecrated. This 

                  word is a sacrificial one.

    
c. Because holiness is best expressed in liturgical terms, 

                 the Apostle considers the Church and each believer as 

                 a temple in which the holy Spirit makes his home.

    
d. The Church is a sacrificial offering as well as a temple, 

                  she is the body of Christ in union with his death and 

                  resurrection.

    
e. The Spirit transforms Christ and the Church into his 

                  own mode of being; he is an act of love, a flame 

                  existing of itself, he makes of those whom he animates 

                  a living holocaust.


2. The Spirit transcends space. He cannot be contained by it.



a. Local presence is not the only one known to man; there 

                                 is another, personal, where the I of the one and that of 

                                 the other come close to each other and to a certain 

                                degree, are joined together and penetrate each other.




b. This presence is the effect of a love which makes a 

                                  reciprocal inwardness possible.


3. However, the indwelling of the Spirit is different. It would 

                        not seem that the Spirit establishes between himself and the 

                        believer the reciprocal inwardness of two people united in 

                        friendship.




a. He IS love. He provokes the union, but he does not 

                                 bring it about for his own benefit; he is at work for the 

                                 Father and the Son.




b. He is present in virtue of the union between people, a 

                                  anointing which impregnates the I and makes it capable 

                                  of relationship. His presence is creative of 

                                  relationships.



c. His presence is therefore basic, it establishes 

                                  reciprocity. The Spirit is the bond of union, the love 

                                  which causes one to be in love.




d. Through the presence of the Spirit, the believer 

                                  belongs to Christ and divinizes the believer and 

                                  introduces him into the Trinitarian movement.


4. This activity corresponds to characteristics of the Spirit 

                        already known to us.




a. He is creative power and love; he creates by making 

                                  personal, by setting up relationships.




b. His presence is related to Christ in whom he 

                                  incorporates the faithful, to the Father to whom 

                                  offspring are thus born




c. He is always at the service of begetting the Son in this 

                                  world. The Spirit is the ecstasy of God and the power 

                                  of the indwelling attraction to God.




d. The Spirit is at the beginning: he enables the believer 

                                  to open himself to communion; he is at the end, he is 

                                  the seal which consecrates union.




e. Through the Spirit who is sovereign freedom, God

                                  attaches himself to the creature, never again to be 

                                  separated from him.


5. The Spirit who lives in the believer is therefore not inactive. 

                        He is power and action and manifested as a presence and as a 

                        call to the future.



a. For the faithful, God is the one who calls them. The 

                                 existence of those who are called Christians is identical 

                                 with the vocation to which they have been called.



b. In the image of a call, theology finds a rich insight into 

                                  the nature of grace. God transforms the earthly man 

                                  by call, by attraction towards the fullness of being.




c. Vocation is creative. God calls what does not exist, 

                                  people without a name, without virtue and makes them 

                                  members of Christ Jesus. The grace of the Spirit is 

                                  creative and it creates by attraction.




d. The purpose of this call is Christ. God creates a new 

                                  man by attracting him towards his Son so that all may 

                                  have a share in his sonship.




e. Grace is not simply a quality that enhances man. It is 

                                  energy calling and creating by attraction. It attracts 

                                  by opening a person to union with the Son, who is the 
                                  goal and activity of the Spirit.


B. A Church of Sonship in the Spirit



1.The presence of the Spirit makes the Church one of sonship.



a. This sonship is not the effect of mere adoption. The 

                                 Spirit is creative, the believer is a son by birth and not 

                                 a juridical act.




b. A Christian is created in Christ Jesus. 



c. The sonship the Spirit offers is not something added 
                                  to the dignity proper to every human being. It brings 
                                  the initial creation to its proper end, but by completely 

                                  transcending it


2. The Sonship in the Spirit does not take its origin from human 

                         stock; it is characterized by a union of persons.




a. It is more real than any kind, in the same way that 

                                  sonship of Christ with regard to his God and Father is 

                                 fully expressive of a relationship.




b. The Spirit is that of the Father, as father at service 

                                   of the begetting of the Son in the world.




c. He makes the faithful fully persons and makes their 

                                  relationships divine. The relationship with the Father 

                                  is none other than the Spirit himself


C. The newness of the gift



1. The Paschal gift of the Spirit is very new; thanks to this gift 

                        men become sons of God. The very abundance of this gift is 

                        new



a. In the OT the outpouring of the Spirit is a promise, 

                                  intended for the Messianic era. The two gifts 

                                  promised according to fourth Gospel, that of the body 

                                 of Jesus and that of the Spirit are reserved for the 

                                 day of glorification.




b. The unity of the Son and the Spirit is ceaselessly 

                                  manifested: the Spirit who is the fullness of God 

                                  enters into the world when the fullness of the divinity 

                                  comes to live in Christ’s body.



         c. The Spirit is the blessing promised to the descendants 

                                 of Abraham, according to the Apostle, the descendent 

                                 who is Christ. This blessing is brought to the people 

                                 by the risen Christ.


2. The history of the outpouring of the Spirit is ongoing; its 

                        beginning is found in the initial creation, its climax in the 

                        resurrection of Christ



a. God became progressively involved in the world: by 

                                  creative action later by the covenant with Israel, and 

                                  finally by the fullness of the covenant in Jesus Christ.




b. In Jesus Christ, the spirit in person forms the link 

                                  between God and man, just as he is the link to the 

                                  Eternal Trinity.


3. The old Testament had its symbol in the glory shining on the 

                        face of Moses, a transient light, a glory which was to 

                        disappear. 




a. The Glory of the New Testament is going to last. It 

                                  shines on the face of Christ transfigured in the Spirit.

                              b. Salvation history reaches its climax in Christ’s 

                                   Passover, when the mystery becomes immanent in 

                                   creation as it has ever been in eternity.




c. The Spirit is the Law of the New Testament in person, 

                                  the law of the spirit of life.




d. No human intermediary intervenes; for the Sprit is 

                                  poured into Christ in his very begetting, in his Sonship.




e. He is given to the faithful in this sonship in which they 

                                  participate.


4. In the prophets of the OT, the Spirit was present by his 

                        action and inspiration; in the NT, his presence is personal, 

                        just as it is in Christ, just as it is in the Trinity.




a. In the mystery of the Trinity the Spirit proceeds from 

                                 the Father in the begetting of the Son; he is the Spirit 

                                 of the Son, inseparable from him.



b. His presence is inscribed in history simultaneously with 

                                  the Incarnation of the son; he dwells in Christ and in 

                                  those who are members of his body in the same manner 

                                  in which he is present in the Trinity.


D. The Communion of Saints


1. The presence of the Spirit does not only give man the heart 

                        of a son, it unites all men by fraternal bonds.




a. Through their initial creation, the need to be together 

                                  is already inherent in them. They are marked by the 

                                  sign of the spirit through whom they are created




b. The creative will of the Spirit brings about total 

                                   oneness, the oneness called salvation.




c. Present in all this truth, the Spirit introduces into the 

                                  world the union that he brings about between the 

                                  Father and the Son.


2. The great communion which is salvation achieved, has its 

                        obvious source in the redemptive Passover. Christ has died 

                        and rose again.




a. Man can become in Christ what Christ himself is- 

                                  source of life and leaven of union for we have become 

                                  as he is.




b. The gift of the Sprit is the grace of love. The creative 

                                  Spirit who gives to all the power to love, emphasizes 

                                  his action in Christ and in the faithful.




c. He increases their love, helps the desire for union to 

                                  grow greater and brings it about, for the Spirit is both 

                                  the will to love and creative omnipotence: his desire 

                                  for union creates union.


3. The grace of the Spirit is not something one owns, it is not 

                         the property of anyone. It is what binds. 




a. God himself does not possess the richness of grace, he 

                                 IS grace. The Spirit of union is God’s mode of being; 

                                 present in man, God enables him to live in a divine way.




b. Even in his humanity, Jesus is assumed into the 

                                  mystery of the Trinity, a being who is entirely self-

                                  giving. 



c. The faithful are saved in him by sharing his mode of 

                                   being; pardoned by the fact that God changes them 

                                   into beings who are given, freed from the law of sin 

                                   and death by the fact that God makes them open.




d. Grace enables him to be a source of grace; each

                                  believer shares in the sanctification of others 

                                  according to the power of the Spirit who sanctifies 

                                  him. In Christ he shares in the union of the Trinity.


4. The Spirit plays in Christ and in the Church the role he plays 

                         in the eternal mystery, where he is a fruitful womb.



a. It is indeed in the spirit that the Father begets his 

                                  eternal Son.




b. In the church there is one woman who sums up the 

                                 Church and represents her: the Mother of Jesus.




c. In her the grace of the Spirit wells up in its highest 

                                  concentration, in its totality as regards the Church.




d. Fully sanctified, Mary is the very heart of the 

                                  community of grace. The Spiritual motherhood of the 

                                  Church finds in her its fullness and symbol.




e. The Spirit flows form the pierced side; similarly in the 

                                   believer, grace is communicated to others through a 

                                  wound, through participation in Christ’s immolation.



5. The communion of saints comes from the mystery of the 

                        Spirit of love; therefore theology has recourse to love to 

                        explain this mysterious union.




a. Charity puts the goods of each at the disposal of all. 

                                  Love is the condition and the cause.




b. By the experience of love, people can nevertheless 

                                  glimpse the possibility of boundless love.



c. Disinterested love has this unexpected effect: happy 

                                  in what belongs to another, one makes it his own 

                                  without depriving the other of it.


6. The true explanation lies at a deeper level, that of the 

                         person. Love not only rejoices in the qualities of others, it is 

                         eager to share its own possessions, even the most personal 

                         ones.



a. The grace of the Spirit is not in the first place a 

                                 quality which has nothing to do with relationships, but 

                                 which he is incapable of sharing with another.




b. Grace is not first and foremost a possession, but a 

                                  bond. It is an extension to the whole Church of the 

                                  fellowship of the Spirit



c. The communion of saints is less a sharing of 

                                  possessions than a community of persons.


7. In the Paschal mystery, which is the basis of the communion 

                        of saints, Christ gives up everything by dying in order to have 

                        everything.




a. Through the Spirit of his resurrection he IS, rather 

                                  than has the fullness of being. In this fullness he 

                                   become fully a person.




b. Because he is given to man, he draws him and 

                                  incorporates him into himself.


8. What the Spirit brings about in Christ he accomplishes in the 

                       faithful, but at their level. They are risen together with him 

                       in the power of the Spirit and their love contributes to 

                       cementing the unity of the edifice of which Christ is the 

                       corner stone.




a. The saints by loving their brethren bind them to 
                                  themselves and consecrate them through their 
                                  holiness. We belong to anyone who loves us in the 

                                  Spirit.



b. They bind us by their self-giving. The communion of 

                                   saints is a union of person, bound to one another in the 

                                   gift of self. Those who love one another share their 

                                   riches.




c. The communion of Saints extends its network of 

                                  salvation out over the whole world, for Christ is risen 

                                  and the Church is constituted in the love of the Spirit 

                                  who gives saints to the whole world.


9. The power to love, to give oneself to become attached to 

                         others, is possessed by the saints in heaven and exercised 

                         by them with regard to those who have not yet joined them 

                         in heaven, in Jesus Christ




a. The Spirit is always simultaneously a power of 

                                  attraction toward God and a power of sending out into 

                                   the world.




b. The Church in heaven is the intimate companion of 

                                   Christ in this double, yet single movement.




c. In the Spirit, the death of the faithful undergoes a

                                 total conversion; their relationships on earth are not 

                                 severed but deepened.



d. The Spirit gives stability to people by making them 

                                  open; he strengthens the personality of man by 

                                  establishing him in relationships, he the Spirit who 

                                  makes God radiate in the Trinity.

III. The Apostolic Church


A. Nature of the Apostolate


1. The apostolate is the visible aspect of the communion of 

                        saints; it is the activity that translates the light of salvation 

                        into evident reality




a. The spirit is a pervading power- tongue of fire symbols 

                                  of communication and divine power.




b. The one who is the soul of the Church is also the soul 

                                  of her apostolate


2. The apostolic action of the Spirit is developed within the 

                         mystery of sonship. Apostolic dynamism is none other than 

                         the power of the Holy Spirit who raises Jesus in this world.




a. John testifies that the apostolate is derived from the 

                                 mystery of the incarnation. The mystery is both 

                                 consecration and mission to the world.




b. The Incarnation is seen by John at its Easter climax, 

                                  when mission and consecration are total. The breath 

                                  that Jesus sends on them consecrates them to God 

                                  and sends them out into the world.


3. Pauline paradox. Set apart for the Gospel, but also sent out 

                        into the world.





a. These speak of the membership of Christ, of 

                                  sanctification and at the same time mission. 




b. There is always this movement of ebb and flow, 

                                  characteristic of the dynamism of the Spirit.


4. The apostolic charism is intrinsic to Christian grace. The 

                        vocation of the apostle lies within the call to be united with 

                        the Son.



a. The grace of the Spirit consecrates a man to the 

                                  apostolate by making him a Christian.




b. Consecration makes the apostle a man of the Spirit, in 

                                  Christ become a life-giving spirit. His apostolate is the 

                                  administering of the Spirit. He forms part of the 

                                  eschatological realities that constitute the domain of 

                                  the Spirit.



c. The prophets of Old had an influence on the history of 

                                   their times, but Paul is at the service of the 

                                   eschatological realities; his Gospel is the power of God 

                                   saving all who have faith.




d. Similarly, the gift of the Spirit brought by Christ, the 

                                  ministry of the Spirit is completely new.



5. Under the influence of the Spirit, the apostles proclaim the 

                        resurrection of Jesus, his Lordship and final coming.




a. The Spirit raises up apostles and breathes life into 

                                  them in so far as he raises up Christ, establishing his 

                                  Lordship and bringing about the day: he is always the 

                                 Spirit of Christ in his resurrection and it is as such 
                                 that he animates the apostles.




b. By the power of the Holy Spirit the Apostle 

                                  accomplishes the Good News, he contributes to 

                                  bringing about in the world the Good News which s 

                                 Christ is his resurrection.




c. The Spirit accomplishes the mystery in the world by 

                                   revealing it to the world.


6. The words of the Apostles are the principal means of 

                        conveying the mystery which is achieved by its very 

                        revelation.




a. Moreover, the Spirit is inseparable from the Word, he 

                                 is the voice that conveys the word.




b. By the power of the Spirit, Christ himself rises again 

                                  in this world in the form of the Church which is his 

                                  Body, in the form of Paul who is an apostle in whom 

                                  Christ lives.




c. Paul compares himself to an earthen vessel that carries 

                                 the finger marks of the one who is the hand of God and 

                                 the one who has shaped it, the Spirit who first shaped 

                                 Christ in his Passover.




d. Christians who count too much on reasoning fail to 

                                  evangelize. The apostle disowns a wisdom inspired by 

                                  the flesh and surrenders to the movement of the 

                                  Spirit.


B. Prophetic Inspiration



1. The words of the apostles are prophetic: it is God who speaks 

                        through them; they proclaim the realities of the next world 

                        but now within our world.




a. The faith, which belongs to all the people, is a 

                                  prophetic gift; it is inspired by the Spirit.



b. Christ reveals himself to his Church in a lasting way; 

                                  for his resurrection is always at this moment and 

                                  always revelation.



c. Christian revelation remains open. The church always 

                                  lives in an encounter with Christ risen in the Spirit.


2. However, this revelation made in former times to the

                        apostles is unique, universal, normative and nothing else can 

                        be added to it.




a. Because there are not two resurrections, when Christ 

                                 comes and reveals himself, neither can there be two 

                                 Christian revelations




b. The resurrection of Christ, who is Christian revelation, 

                                   is expressed in the faith to which it gives rise.


3. Among the graces of prophecy conferred on the Church, the 

                        principal one is the inspiration of Sacred Scripture




a. The Spirit glorified Christ magnificently and continues 

                                  to do so through raising Christ simultaneously in 

                                  himself and in the form of the Church, her preaching 

                                  and her sacraments, especially the Eucharist, in the 

                                  form too of Holy Scripture.




b. The Spirit raises Christ too in the sphere of material 

                                   things by seeking to incorporate these realities in 

                                   Christ.

Pg89 durrwell


4. What the sacred authors write is not simply a word about 

                        Christ, but the word of Christ through the operation of the 

                        Holy Spirit.




a. The Eucharist too is not merely a sign of presence; it is 

                                   presence itself through the intervention of the Holy 

                                   Spirit




b. The assembly of the faithful is not only united in the 

                                  name of Christ, it is his body.




c. The grace of the inspiration of the Scriptures is a 

                                   prophetic charism proper to the faith of the Church.




d. No one can proclaim his faith in Christ except under 

                                  the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.


5. In the historical beginnings of the Church, the word of God 

                        had the advantage of a privileged charism, an inspiration- a 

                        specific authority that made this word a norm for all ages of 

                        the Church. 



a. The reader of Scripture must be open to the action of 

                                  the Spirit. The Word of God living and active is such in 

                                  the measure in which it is lived, in which it can be 

                                  active. God’s message is power for those who believe it.




b. In all his activities, the Spirit is at the service of the 

                                  mystery of sonship and its realization in the world; by 

                                  the Scriptures he makes Christ come into this world 

                                  and brings about his growth by calling men to union 

                                  with the Son.


6. It is Christ who is the deep meaning of the inspired book: he 

                        is the spirit, the living and life-giving reality who fills the 

                       Bible and without which the book would only be a dead letter.




a. It is the Holy Spirit who opens the eye of the believer 

                                  that he may see this face in the transparency of the 

                                  pages.




b. For the Spirit is freedom: he removes the veil and 

                                  enables us to see freely.

IV. Spirit and the sacraments of the Church


A. The Spirit given in Baptism



1. The individual sacraments are instituted in the Spirit at the 

                        same time they are channels where the Spirit is at work.



a. The Messianic gift of the Spirit was announced in the 

                                  image of water which God would cause to well up into 

                                  the earth and which flows from the side of Christ




b. Baptism is a rite of beginning, the water of birth in 

                                  which God is Father, creator and savior through the 

                                  Spirit.




c. Baptism is not something in the past which is followed 

                                  by a succession of years if Christian life; baptismal 

                                  grace is a constant openness towards the future


2. The Spirit acts in baptism just as he raises Jesus to life, 

                         that is, in a lavish begetting of Christ




a. He works so that the Son may be begotten in the world 

                                  and assume a body there, and so that, in the begetting 

                                  of the only Son, men may become sons

                              b. Baptism assembles a people and founds the Church. 

                                  Baptismal grace is a power of gathering together and 

                                  mutual communion; it is the fellowship of the Spirit.




c. The gift of the Spirit is still only like a deposit; the 

                                  first union with Christ is at the same time a call to 

                                  union with the Son.



d. Baptism, which is an entry into last times, is also a door 

                                  through which to penetrate even deeper


B. Given in Confirmation



1. It would seem that confirmation adds nothing, but confirms 

                       everything; its grace is that of baptism, but with its 

                       dynamism increased.




a. That is why it has been possible in the course of 

                                  history of theology, to attribute to confirmation most 

                                  of the effects proper to baptism.




b. The spirit who inhabits a young person is a power for 

                                  developing personality.




 c. Man is autonomous and capable of union, integrated in 

                                   a network of relationships. He is a responsible being 

                                   with duties imposed upon him



d. The Spirit of confirmation ensures that each believer 

                                   passes from the age of receiving proper to childhood 

                                   to that of giving, in which the believer shares Christ’s 

                                   responsibility with regard to the Church and humanity.


2. The Spirit strengthens membership of the Church in order to 

                        ensure  share in the responsibilities of the community; he 

                        accustoms the faithful to receive ministries and confers 

                        these on them.




a. In the network of Christian relationships, the most 

                                 fundamental is that which unites us to the Lord Jesus. 

                                 It is always on account of the son and union with him 

                                 that the Spirit works on the heart of man.




b. The grace of confirmation tends to an effective 

                                   integration into Christ, savior of the world and into 

                                   the Church, universal institution of salvation



c. Its charism is service, power of apostolate, courage

                                 for a profession of faith. Fundamentally it is union with 

                                 the Christ of Easter.


C. Spiritual Bread



1. The Eucharist is eminently the Sacrament of the Holy Spirit. 

                        For it is more than any other, the sacrament of Christ’s 

                        Passover, from which flows river of living water.




a. It is in the power of the Spirit that the Eucharist is 

                                 celebrated and in the same power it spreads in the 

                                 Church.




b. In this sacrament, as in everything, the Spirit is at the 

                                  beginning and end; he is the soul of the celebration.



2. The Spirit is creative. It is he who gives meaning to things. 

                        It falls to him bring the bread and the wine and the meal to 

                        their most intense fulfillment by making them the bread of 

                        eternal life and the wine of the Kingdom.




a. It is the Spirit that the Church invokes so that the 

                                 Eucharist may take place.




b. The Spirit comes down upon the gifts, making the

                                  mystery of the Incarnation of our Lord from the dead 

                                  a present reality.




c. The Spirit transforms the bread and wine by the very 
                                  power which raises Christ to life, for he always acts in 

                                  the Church as the power of the resurrection of Jesus.


3. Nor does Christ come after his death, but in the moment of 

                        death in which the Spirit glorifies him.




a. The Eucharist is the Easter sacrament, the sacrament 

                                  of Christ risen to life in death. It is the extension to 

                                  our space and time of the Passover of salvation, so 

                                  that the Church may take part in it.




b. The Spirit does not work alone. He works in 

                                   conjunction with Christ as well for himself.


4. Latin theology has tended to attribute the Eucharistic 

                       transformation to the words of Jesus, while Greek theology 

                       has been inclined to reserve this role of consecration to the 

                       Holy Spirit.
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a. the descent of the Holy Spirit is of the essence of the 

                                  Institution.




b. The church pronounces with assurance the words of 

                                  Jesus, but she accompanies them with a humble prayer 

                                  to the Spirit, for she is the total receiver, even in the 

                                  accomplishment of her mission. 




c. Her attitude is one of welcoming, her ministry is 

                                  exercised in humility and prayer



5. It is from the open side of Christ that rivers of living water 

                       flow out. The Spirit is given at the moment of this paschal 

                       outpouring, when Jesus in his glorifying death sends out the 

                       spirit.




a. The entire concern of the Church in the celebration of 

                                  the Eucharist is to enter into communion.




b. It is the sacrament of Christ in his sacrifice, we must 

                                  offer this sacrifice, not by repeating it, but by 

                                  receiving it and sharing in it.



c. By her acceptance, the Church is transformed.

                                 Received by the Church in union with the Christ of 

                                 Easter, the Spirit brings about this identifying union 

                                 with Christ in his Passover.


6. The Spirit’s action on the Church is different than on the 

                          bread and wine. Towards the Church almighty power is 

                          loving.




a. It solicits. Attracts and transforms by making the 

                                 Church a bride.


D. The Other Sacraments



1. To understand the Sacrament of Reconciliation one must 

                        understand sin and holiness.




a. Holiness is the Holy Spirit possessed by a person who s 

                                 one in faith with Christ




b. God forgives sins through the Gift of the Holy Spirit 

                                  by opening the heart of the person to this gift.




c. It is Christ who dispenses the gift of the Spirit, he is 

                                 the mediator of pardon. He takes away the sins of the 

                                 world because he is the all-holy lamb, filled with the 

                                 Spirit and giving the spirit.




d. The gift of the Spirit is an Easter grace, an entry into 

                                   union with Christ in his glorifying death, a power which 

                                   ensures the passage from flesh to the holy Spirit. The 

                                  Spirit sets Christians who have sinned once more on 

                                  the road to the Passover of Jesus.




e. The whole Church is a sacrament of evangelization and 

                                  therefore forgiveness of sins. God puts in the mouth 

                                  of the Church the words of reconciliation, efficacious 

                                  words that produce the reconciliation they proclaim. It 

                                  is by evangelizing, converting and reconciling that the 

                                  Church forgives sins.




f. The Church must submit to the Spirit in order to 
                                  exercise her mission of reconciliation; she must be a 
                                  converting Church, above all in the person of those who 
                                  are especially ordained for the ministry of 
                                  reconciliation.


2. There is a close relationship between the sacrament of holy 

                         orders and confirmation. The Spirit entrusts to him the 

                         whole church of God, assigns to him the totality of ministry, 

                         involves him wholly in the service of the apostolate thus 

                         integrating him into the heart of the Church which is the 

                         covenant of salvation.



a. The grace of confirmation is contained in the gift 

                                  received at baptism. Orders does merely confer an 

                                 office: by placing a Christian at the center of the 

                                 Church, sacrament of salvation, the Church makes him 

                                 another Christ




b. In the sacrament of orders, the Spirit produces a 

                                 complex effect which cannot be broken up into its 

                                 elements: he consecrates a Christian to Christ in his 

                                 death and glory and thus makes him a sacrament for 

                                 salvation. Sanctification and mission are inseparable, 

                                 just as sonship and the mystery of redemption are in 

                                 Jesus.




c. The Spirit thus conferred is that of Christ in his 

                                  Passover, which consecrates him in the Father and 

                                  makes him Lord for the salvation of the world.


3. The sacrament of marriage is instituted in the love of the 

                        Spirit and it is the source of the gifts of the Spirit.




a. not only does the couple give the sacrament to each 

                                 other, they enter into it for its abiding celebration.




b. The Spirit who is love and union, God gives rise to the 

                                  love and union between them; through him who tends to 

                                  make everything personal , the relationship  of the 

                                  sexes becomes a covenant, a personal relationship.



c. Between the symbol and the reality the connection is 

                                 closer. The Spirit who creates everything for Christ 

                                 wants to bring the first creation to the point of final 

                                 fulfillment in Christian married couples.




d. Married couples who are Christians from the beginning 

                                 of their marriage have to become ever more Christian 

                                 through the power of the Holy Spirit, to come ever 

                                 closer to the mystery of Christ and the Church of 

                                  which they are a symbol.




e. The grace of the sacrament, like all the activity of the 

                                  Spirit, creates persons: a grace of intimate personal 

                                   relationship.




f. The bonds of marriage cannot be dissociated from 

                                  conjugal fidelity; indissolubility is a gift and a duty 

                                  which concern the married couple at the personal 

                                  depth called by the Spirit “the heart.” Through the 

                                  creator, indissolubility must be unceasingly converted 

                                  into reality.



g. The indissoluble bond has a name; it is called the Holy 
                                  Spirit. In marriage too the bond is of the order of 
                                  spiritual realities; it is a union of persons born in the 
                                  encounter of man and woman, a union which never fully 

                                  attains completion.


4. The anointing of the sick: In the death of the Son, God

                         becomes intimately close to man in his helplessness. A 

                         sacrament is given to the church which expresses the 

                         privileged presence of God and his to Christ man in his 

                         sickness.




a. The Spirit is the finer of God, it is through him that 

                                  the Lord Jesus touches man in his weakness.




b. The prayer of faith asks for the salvation of the sick 

                                   person; the anointing has the same purpose. The 

                                   salvation brought by Jesus t the sick was 

                                   simultaneously a healing and the forgiveness of sins




c. The unique grace of the Spirit is intended for the 

                                  sanctification of the sick person and for his recovery; 

                                  this is what is at work in the resurrection of Jesus.




d. Medicines repair the harm done to physical powers, 

                                 acting at the surface level. The action of the Spirit 

                                 touches the roots. Just as the love with which a person 

                                 is loved can enable him to find strength and joy of life 

                                 again, so the grace of this sacrament reaches to the 

                                 heart of man: it comforts the sufferer as a person.

V. Living according to the Spirit


A. Spirit and moral norms



1. The Sprit is the source of Christian life and the norm                    

                        directing it. He id in person the Law of the New Testament.



a. This law is personal. It is itself a person, a divine 

                                  person. It builds up the person and creates union 

                                  between God and man. The Spirit is always a 

                                  personalizing force.




b. The law of the Spirit is once, affecting us in the unity 

                                  of our person. It is interior, the Spirit who is the 

                                  inwardness of God is poured into our hearts.




c. The law of holiness is interior to such an extent that a 

                                  Christian is holy in his very being. However, because 

                                  our earthly condition distracts us too often  from this 

                                  interior anointing, the law needs to be expressed in 

                                  words and taught by human beings


2. Written laws contain precepts; they do not give the strength 

                        to observe them; being written in the will the new law makes 

                        it dynamic, for the Spirit is strength.




a. One who is directed by the Spirit poured into his heart 

                                 obeys the law of his own heart. Doubtless he is obeying 

                                 the law of another, that of God, but his will is within 

                                 him and has become his own wish: he does what he 

                                 wants.




b. Before writing the law of the Spirit in the heart of a 

                                  believer, God engraved it in Christ, glorifying him in 

                                  Christ: this law is of the Spirit, of Christ and of the 

                                  resurrection.




c. Holiness consists in submission to the Spirit who is at 

                                 work in Christ’s Passover, flowing out with Christ in this 

                                 passover.




d. The Spirit is the law of death in the heart of the man

                                  of flesh. But the Spirit brings birth out of this death. 

                                  It is the new law of sonship, the power of God who 

                                  raises his son to life in an eternal begetting.




e. Fidelity to the Law of the Spirit is not merely a pledge 

                                 of resurrection but a birth-giving process. Through 

                                 fidelity to this law, a Christian passes from his initial 

                                 birth in baptism to wards fulfillment.


3. Christian morality is open-ended, the work of making man into 

                        a person is continuous, for we shall never assimilate 

                        completely either the power of the Spirit offered to us or 

                        the sonship of Jesus.




a. The whole of Christian morality is characterized by the 

                                 definition of the Spirit: oneness. The three essential 

                                 virtues are unifying: faith is open and welcoming, 

                                 charity is union and hope seeks with assurance for 

                                 complete union.


B. A life of Charity



1. AGAPE is a key word in Christian morality, it has the same 

                       meaning for oneness and communion. It contains the whole 

                       law.




a. As an eschatological virtue, AGAPE is the source of all 

                                 virtue; for the first thing that motivates the Christian 

                                 is the last thing to be attained.




b. Christian morality is freedom. Love does not only set 

                                 free from restraint of external laws, love is identified 

                                 with freedom.



c. The law of charity is perfect happiness, it bears within 

                                  it this reward: one who loves asks only to love




d. The law of morality is not established as a morality for 

                                  superbeings. The Spirit of love, infinite power, is also 

                                 God’s humility.




e. The purpose of the law is not so much to form models 

                                  of virtue, but rather people who know how to love.


2. Charity is a gift and it is received with humility. This gift is 
                        dynamic: the observance of the law is imposed on us, it is 

                        observed by our accepting it in its dynamism. No one can 

                        boast, the merit of a Christian consists in receiving.



a. Humility s the fundamental attitude in which helpless 

                                 man accepts the power of the Spirit. Moral success is 

                                 not so much is what is achieved as in what is attempted.




b. The value of man is in his humble aspirations




c. A law which is interior promulgates itself and allows us 

                                 to discern the circumstances of life, the good to be 

                                 done and the evil to be avoided.


C. A Life of Faith



1. The love of the Spirit poured into our hearts is directed first 

                        and foremost towards Christ. The Spirit always works in 

                        favor of the Son in the Church as well as in the Trinity




a. The power enabling us to believe is the power

                                  exercised by the Holy Spirit when raising Jesus from 

                                 the dead. Faith is the glorification of Jesus giving light 

                                 in the heart of the Church.




b. Faith acts in the believer as a power of creation and of 

                                  resurrection. God raises up Christ for our 

                                  justification; he creates believers, people who are 

                                   justified through his action in glorifying the Spirit.




c. The Spirit leads man to accept Christ through faith 

                                  and it is in his acceptance of Christ that the believer 

                                  is subject  to the vivifying and justifying action of the 

                                  Spirit.




d. The Spirit who stimulates our faith is love: that is why 

                                  charity and faith are intimately connected. Belief 

                                  begins at the same time as love and the surest means 

                                  of preserving this faith is a great love for the Lord 

                                  and life in the Spirit, the cause and confirmation of 

                                  our faith.


2. The first sacrament is faith is enlightenment. According to 

                        St. Paul, a believer has possibilities of knowledge of which 

                        the unspiritual man is deprived; he is spiritual and has access 

                        to things of the Spirit




a. The divine mystery is not first revealed by stating 

                                  truths, by dictating them to our intellect: God comes 

                                  out of himself in the Spirit who is his ecstasy and 

                                  encounters man in the depths of his person, whose 

                                  intellect and will are unified at their roots.




b. Enlightened at a depth to which earthly knowledge has 

                                  no access, this insight supposes and brings about a 

                                  renewal of man at his roots.




c. The creative spirit enlightens while he creates. He 

                                   imparts knowledge of the mystery of Christ while he 

                                   brings about union with the resurrection through 

                                   which this mystery I accomplished.




d. The Spirit of the resurrection of Jesus transforms 

                                  the believer’s intellect into spirit and rises it to the 

                                  level of Christ became spirit.

D. A life supported by Hope


1. Man’s first contact with eschatology, that of faith, awakens 

             him to a hope of union  which is fulfillment.



a. Hope is a movement of desire and certainty. Certainty 

                       is based on an encounter, already taking place, with the 

                       Lord with whom we still however desire the definitive 

                       encounter.



b. The dynamism of this desire is the Spirit present in 

                         the hearts of the faithful; again the Spirit brings 

                         about actual union with Christ who gives certainty.



c. His presence has the same double effect as that of

                        Christ; it awakens desire and establishes the 

                        assurance of final justification.

2. The path of hope advances therefore from first union with 

              the risen Christ towards totals oneness with him in his 

              resurrection.



a. Hope begins in the glorified Christ, in the Son whom 

                       the Father begets for us in the Spirit. Beginning with 

                       the divine sonship of Christ, we proceed towards it in 

                       the Spirit through whom sonship becomes a reality.



b. Created in the Spirit and called to the fullness of 

                        sonship, the world will be restless until the day when it 

                        will rest in the mystery of sonship which is its origin.


c. Hope makes for a future where its anchor is already 

                       fixed. It moves in the dynamism of the Spirit, towards 

                       a salvation already grasped by faith and inhabited by 

                       love.

E. The Spirit of Prayer


1. Christians were distinguished by their almost continual 

             prayer. It was from these assemblies for prayer that the 

             Church received the name ekklesia.



a. The believer is invited to pray by the presence of the 

                        Holy Spirit in his heart. This presence itself is prayer, 

                        just as it is love: the will of the Spirit tends 

                        irresistibly to union as a river flows toward the sea; 

                        moreover, prayer is a quest for union



b. When a Christian begins to pray, he accepts the 

                        presence of the Spirit within him. Grace makes him ask 

                        for grace. The Spirit, who is the grace of prayer, is 

                        also its answer. He is the eschatological gift which 

                        penetrates the heart of man.


2. When a Christian prays, he is already heard; prayer is in 

               itself its own answer. A man at prayer is subject to the 

               movement of the Spirit who is the gift of salvation



a. He prays in union which is the reality of salvation. He

                       can consider his prayer, however poor as it is, as a sign 

                       of covenant with God.



b. The Spirit is not at work in a word, but in an instinctive 

                        way. He expresses himself in inexpressible groanings.



c. The grace of sonship in which man is embraced by 

                        fatherly love, is incomprehensible ad this is the grace, 

                        that without knowing it, he is asking for in all his 

                        supplications. Prayer is a slow evolution, making the 

                        sons of God into persons.



d. We need to ask that God should do what he likes with 

                        us.

3. The Church prays in the Passover of Jesus; the Spirit who 

              sighs in the hearts of the faithful is the one who makes 

              Jesus a permanent prayer, offered to God in an eternal 

              Spirit.


F. The Spirit, suffering and death



1. A strange similarity units the spirit of life, glory and joy with 

                       suffering and death.




a. It is in suffering that Christians have the clearest 

                                 experience of the Spirit.




b. Joy is the radiation of the presence of the Spirit.




c. Suffering, hope, love of the Spirit are links in the same 

                                 chain which connects a believer to his future.


2. It seems that the similarity which prevails between grace 

                        and the trials suffered by a Christian corresponds to one of 

                        the laws of the action of the Spirit.




a. Suffering is born and grows in the world in the 

                                  measure in which people awaken to consciousness and 

                                  love and as they grow in personality towards the Spirit.




b. The problem of suffering nevertheless has meaning in 

                                  a life of love, in a life animated by the Spirit. The 

                                  riddle is resolved existentially, suffering does not 

                                  seem absurd for a Christian who loves; he knows that 

                                  his life is rich


3. Nothing is as rich or as overflowing with meaning as the 

                        death of Christ, for the fullness of the Spirit is in that 

                        death.




a. The Christian was born to the life of the Spirit when 
                                  he was baptized in the death of Christ. His entry into 
                                  the full life of the Spirit will coincide with a total 

                                  union in death with the Lord.



b. Christ transforms the death of human beings and thus 

                                  saves them. In his own self he has reversed the 

                                  meaning of death.




c. His dying was also his Passover, his passage to the 

                                  Father; Jesus allowed himself to be wholly caught up in 

                                  the filial movement, his whole human being was 

                                  assumed into the Word who is for God.


4. Jesus saves men by uniting them with his death in the 

                       fullness of the Holy Spirit, by gathering them together here 

                       through the power of his Spirit.



a. Death is to be found at the heart of the plan of 

                                  creation: the creative, salvific action of the Holy 

                                  Spirit culminates in it. It seems to be meaningless, an 

                                  emptiness void of sense and yet it is full of grace 

                                  through the Spirit who creates by calling man to 

                                  communion with the Son, thus giving meaning to 

                                  everything.




b. The Sacraments prepare the faithful to die with 

                                  Christ. Death in communion with Christ is the final 

                                  experience a believer has of the presence of the 

                                  Spirit.




c. Anyone who loves lives in a state of immolation; it does 

                                  happen that a Christian wants to die that his love may 

                                   be fulfilled.



5. Christian death is the movement of a perfect love, that of 

                        the Spirit of the Son carrying Christ to the Father, a love in 

                        which the believer is caught up.




a. The Spirit is the love through which the Son is born of 

                                  his Father and carried toward him.



b. For Christ and his faithful, death is the birth of 

                                  completeness; it is the sublime movement carrying 

                                  them out of this world to God.




c. To die in communion is an act of perfect love and the 

                                  root of eternal happiness. This death is the form of 

                                  the total presence of the Spirit in Jesus and in the 

                                  believer.


6. The door of this passage serves, even on earth as an 

                         introduction into life: Christ, and baptism in the Spirit he 

                         sends. 




a. Christ is the purgatory of human beings in their death; 

                                  the Spirit is their fire. He burns the stains by 

                                  sanctifying, by opening hearts to the love of the 

                                  Kingdom.




b. Man, created for relationships, finds himself emptied 

                                 of self and a prey to despair once he is alone.




c. Without communion in the Holy Spirit, suffering is a 

                                  prison, death complete solitude. The Spirit is the 

                                  supreme Consoler, he changes death into the most 

                                  inconceivable of communions.


G. Joy and Peace in the Spirit


1. The fruit of the Spirit is joy and peace. There is also worldly 

                       joy as well as worldly sadness.




a. Joy in the Spirit is of a different order, it can flourish 

                                 where there is a reason for sorrow. 




b. A tree is judged by its fruits. Therefore if the Spirit 

                                  bears fruit in the faithful in joy and peace, we can 

                                  conclude that this is God’s joy.



2. The Spirit is the exaltation of God, omnipotent love, the 

                        desire for infinite communion and its realization.



a. Spirit, peace, joy; different names for a single gift.




    Risen in the Spirit, Jesus has become in person the 

                                  kingdom which is peace and joy, it is given in 

                                  communion.




b. For a Christian, joy is imperative. But no one can 

                                  produce his own joy, it is given in communion.

VI. The Triumph of the Spirit


A. Eschatology



1. The kingdom of heaven is certainly a state of complete 

                        happiness; since the Spirit is the happiness of God.

a. Christ is this kingdom in Person, he is the place where 

     those whom the Father calls to be joined to his 

     Son are gathered together.

b. He is the center in which they exist. In the measure in 

    which the faithful are in him, they live even now in 

    heaven.



2. The Spirit tends to make everything personal. He urges

                        people to transform the earthly space into a network of 

                        relationships.

a. His love abolishes distances which separate.

b. To this heavenly place corresponds a time which is specifically of Christ and the Spirit. Thus time too becomes a personal entity. It is identical with death- that of Christ- which is the most personal reality there is; it is also identical with another very personal reality, birth, that of Christ in glory.
3. God builds the heaven of human beings into the heaven which 

    is that of the Father himself: in the So of his love on whom 

    his favor rests.
a. From the beginning everything was created in Christ 

     and for him and in him all is completed; the action of 

     the Father, in the power of the Spirit is concerned 

     wholly with the Son and culminates eternally in him. 

     Heaven is the extension of the mystery of sonship.

b. Heaven, its space and time, is simultaneously of Christ 

     and of the Spirit.

c. In heaven as in the Eucharist, space and time become 

     personal and find their synthesis in the mystery of 

     Christ.


4. The Spirit is the agent of a history of which heaven is the 

                        final outcome and climax.

a. He is the breath of God in that two-fold movement of 

     breathing in and breathing out; as such he gives life to 

     the history of salvation

b. On the one hand he is the key of love which opens, he 

     is ecstasy and outpouring. Through him God comes out 

     of himself in making his Son man; he goes to the 

     uttermost limits of self-abandonment.

c. But the Spirit is also an omnipotent movement of 

     consolidation and of immanence. In the Trinity the 

     Spirit brings the Son back to unity with the Father


5. Sacred History is part of this ebb and flow; it has its 

                        repercussions on the eternal Trinitarian movement, that of 

                        the Father who in the Spirit comes out toward the Son and 

                        embraces him in the unity of the Spirit.




a. At the climax of history, it is unity that is emphasized; 

                                 in the death of Christ, the Son and everyone else have

                                 become a multitude and are brought to the Father at 

                                the same time as God is committed without restraint 

                                to Christ and to the people without number.


6. Then the Church will be easily recognized in the definition: 

                         one Body, one Spirit.




a. By the bonds of the Spirit she had always belonged to

                                 Christ; but the reign of the Spirit had not ye been felt 

                                 in all its power; union with Christ was as much a hope as 

                                 reality.




b. Christ makes each one what he himself is, a life-giving 

                                 Spirit.



7. On earth the communion of Saints remains limited in its 

                        effects. People remain wrapped in themselves in the measure 

                        in which they do not rise above an existence according to the 

                        flesh.

a. In death the wrapping falls away and the Spirit 

     realized a union such as is inconceivable on earth.

     The faithful risen with him are transformed in the 

     Spirit who opens them to the gift of self and to 

     mutual acceptance.

b. In Christ and in the Spirit, God reverses the order of 

     sin and makes others become heaven for one another. 

     They will live through one another, they will live for 

     one another in the Spirit through whom all is received 

     and given.


8. The greater grace of one will not arouse jealousy on the part 

                        of others, but rather their gratitude, for it will benefit 

                        them.

a. Men are henceforth a multitude and a single body in 

     the Spirit who gives them life with his breath. They 

     have reached their goal, created in the likeness of the 

     divine mystery where each person lives in relationship 

     with the others..



9. In the communion of Saints, the radiating power of holiness 

                       reaches its supreme intensity in the one who is the Christian 

                       woman par excellence: Mary.

a. Mary personifies the Church, the disciple is entrusted 

     simultaneously to Mary and to mother-church. But to 

     speak of the motherhood of the Church is to describe 

     by another name the communion of saints.

b. In Mary the symbol of the Church  as mother is 

     concentrated the richness of the communion of 

     Saints

c. The Spirit who tends to make everything personal has 

     not made the Church a homogeneous crowd. Spouse 

     and Mother, she is individualized and realized in 

     persons and is found anew in differing degrees in each 

     believer

d. The Church in the New Testament is no longer the 

    Mother of Christ, she is his associate. She is united to 

    him in the Passover  and in this communion of death 

    and resurrection, she is sanctified in the Spirit of 

    Jesus and at the same time she is sanctifying, the 

    mother of mankind for their eternal life. 
e. At the foot of the cross, Mary is the image and reality of the two testaments. The Church of the Old 

    Testament, mother of Christ through the action of 

    The Spirit is fulfilled. In her Israel stands at the foot 

     of the cross.

f. At this climax of fidelity Israel passes without 

     repudiation of itself into the New Testament. She is 

     joined to Christ in the death of his flesh; the Old 

     Testament Church dies to herself; and Jesus speaks 

     of a new spiritual motherhood, which is that of the 

     New Testament

g. By placing Mary at the heart of the Church, the Spirit 

     unveils the meaning of his own activity. Mary, the 

     Mother of those who are sons of God in Christ in the 

     flesh is the human counterpart to the Holy Spirit.

h. He is the Spirit of sonship; all his activity, like that of 

    Mary, tends to give a body to the Son in this world.


10. The resurrection of the Body




a. On earth is by means of the body that a fabric of 

                                  relationships is woven; when the body dies this fabric 

                                  is torn apart. In Christ and in union with the Spirit he 

                                  transforms death into eternal resurrection and this 

                                  creates an indestructible fabric of relationships.

b. In baptism the believer is initiated into the mystery 

    of his future resurrection. Christ is risen for us that 

    we might rise again in him.

c. The resurrection of Christ results form the mystery 

     of his being begotten as Son. The Spirit who awakens 

     the dead is the Spirit of divine sonship; by raising 

     people from the dead the Father introduces them into 

     the fullness of sonship.

d. At the end of life the Christian reaches his full birth, 

    thus returning to the beginning of the world, the 

    begetting of the Son in the Holy Spirit

e. The resurrection is the synthesis and the climax of 

     creation, beyond which one cannot go, in the 

     permanent today of the Easter birth of Christ. 

    Henceforth the eternal begetting of the Son in the 

    Spirit is immanent in the world

f. In Scripture, man’s body is the man himself expressed 

     as integrated into the world, man considered in a 

    network of relationships. In its earthly condition, the 

    body is to some extent spiritual, the source of mutual 

    relationships.
g. Although man is a body, one can also say he has a body. 

    The Spirit must recreate the body and make it 

    completely personal


11. In the power of the Spirit, Christ became a life-giving spirit, 

                         a being fully in relationship, fully in gift of self the source of 

                         life just as he himself has life.

a. The resurrection of the dead is a mystery of 

     reciprocal intimacy, of mutual gift of self: it is the 

     mystery of the communion of Saints in its highest 

     truth.

b. The resurrection of the dead is the masterpiece of the Spirit who is communion and creator of communion.

c. The Spirit is both the untiring movement of the world and its rest.

CHAPTER 5

The Spirit of the Father and the Son


A. Economic vs. Immanent Theology



1. What is the intimate mystery of the Spirit




a. Theology finds itself obliged to think in terms of

                                  synthesis. In the knowledge of the Christian mystery 

                                  where everything bears the mark of the Holy Spirit, 

                                  distinctions which separate constitute a grave error.

c. Distinctions are necessary for our limited understanding, but they must always be at the service of synthesis and they only have their meaning in the integration into the whole.
2. The Spirit is glory, he is divine radiancy. The mystery comes 

    out of itself and at the same time leads back; it comes 

    towards men while making them come to it; while 

    communicating itself to them, it gives them experience of 

    itself, it makes itself known to them.

a. In Jesus Christ the Spirit is present just as he is in 

     himself and he manifests himself there just as he is in 

     eternal truth. Christ is complete revelation just as he 

     is complete salvation

b. We can state nothing true about the deep mystery of 

     God unless we begin with Christ and unless we begin 

     with Christ we can say nothing about the person of 

     the Holy Spirit.


3. What is specific in the New Testament  is contained in the

                        personal coming of the Son and the gift of the Spirit in 

                        person, so that the mystery  of Christ cannot be dissociated 

                        from the mystery of the Spirit




a. The Christ of glory, source of the Spirit for the 

                                  faithful is not exterior to the Trinity. The activities of 

                                  the Spirit in Christ and in the world are rooted in 

                                  heaven in his personal mystery and find their 

                                  explanation there.


B. The Spirit: A Person



1. There is a movement in the Bible of a gradual process of the 

                        Spirit being regarded as a person. Earlier he was regarded 

                        simply as a power emanating from God.

a. Later the Spirit becomes the subject of numerous 

                                   activities. The Spirit penetrates the depths of God; 

                                   he cries out in us ABBA, Father!




b. He is not only the action of another and a gift made by 

                                   another; he acts and distributes his gifts as a person 

                                   who is free in his decisions



2. St. John stresses the personal characteristics of the Spirit 

                        with great emphasis.




a. The Spirit is Paraclete, the advocate who comes to the

                                  help of the disciples. He answers to a personal pronoun, 

                                  a masculine pronoun.




b. Side by side with Jesus who is also a Paraclete, the 

                                  Spirit is another Paraclete. His presence will ensure 

                                  the presence of Jesus among the disciples



3. The Spirit is presented as the subject of an action on the 

                        same grounds as Jesus and this proves at the same time the 

                        intimate relationship which unites the Son to the Spirit, while 

                        at the same time distinguishing them.




a. The Spirit is will, activity and love. In God everything is 

                                  person: divine operation itself is a person. IN the 

                                  Spirit action and person are merged.



4. We can discern in the Spirit two characteristics basic to 

                        every person:

a. Existence in his own right.

b. The dynamism of relationships in which that person exists.

c. Scipture describes him as the subject of actions but the relational nature of the Spirit is so forceful one might think the other quality is cancelled out.
5. The Spirit IS the unique operation of the two persons, their 

    common will: he is one Person in two others, he exists in his 

   own right but as absolute gift of himself, given to the other 

   two persons.


a. This divine person is powerfully asserted as he effaces 

              himself in the total communication of himself. He is 

              the person in the mystery by which the Father and Son 

              live, buy which they are the Father and Son in absolute 

              unity.


b. Personal dignity is possessed in its fullest truth by the 

             Spirit so that he is at the origin of all that is personal 

             in the world and in God, for it is in his love that God 

             begets, that there  a Father and Son

d. In the Holy Spirit, person is most fully a person in the 

     gift of self, that relationship is even primordial, that 

     it constitutes the height and depths of a being.

e. We have been forced to a certain conclusion that 

    salvation is found in relationships, in communion with 

    God and man. Christ died to introduce man into 

    communion with the Holy Spirit.


C. The Spirit of the Father



1. Before the coming of Jesus, people were ignorant of the fact 

                       that God is a father.




a. The fatherhood of God was revealed in the world when 

                                  it was brought about there, when in Jesus Christ, God 

                                  became in creation what he is in himself, essentially 

                                  the Father who begets the Son.


2. In earlier times, the Spirit was known as power and holiness, 

                        through whom his holiness is revealed.




a. Such is the new light that revelation made in Jesus 

                                  Christ casts on the mystery of the Spirit: he is the 

                                  spirit of God in his fatherhood.




b. Christ does not only reveal the fatherhood of God, he 

                                  teaches s that it is in the Spirit that God is a Father.




c. This God and Father is the same as the God of the Old 

                                  Testament and the Spirit in whom God begets is not 

                                  different from the one through whom God creates 

                                  everything.




d. They had always known that the Spirit is the operation 

                                  of divine power, but they did not know that all God’s

                                  activity in the Spirit has its origin in the begetting of 

                                  the Son


3. The Spirit has always appeared to us as the radiancy of God, 

                        as a power by which God opens himself. 




a. For the Spirit is the fullness of being and life; it is in 

                                  this fullness that God raises up a being and a life of 

                                  fullness: his eternal Son




b. In all the work of creation of salvation, the Spirit acts 

                                  in a simultaneous movement of ebb and flow; he 

                                  attracts to God and he leads back to him the beings 

                                  that God creates outside himself in the Spirit.




c. Therefore it is in the Spirit that there is a Father and 

                                  a Son; by reason of the third Person there exists a 

                                  first and second. 




d. In creation the Spirit tends to make everything 

                                  personal, but it is first at God’s level that the 

                                  procession of persons beings in eternal love. God exists 

                                  in Spirit, it is his nature to come out of himself in Love 

                                  by begetting his Word in the Spirit.


4. The one who loves is borne towards the other, he becomes 

                         open and comes out of himself to give himself and in self-

                         forgetfulness becomes more fully himself and is carried 

                         toward the Son  and himself becomes what he is: the Father




a. Love brings about the existence of the other in love: 

                                 God similarly begets in love, the Eternal Son. 




b. God exists for his Son, he exists in him becoming 

                                  Father in begetting the Son



5. God creates by begetting the unique one in the Holy Spirit; 

                        the eternal generation of the Son is reflected in the form of 

                        creation.




a. Creation is a Trinitarian work, brought about by the 

                                 cooperation of the Father, Son and Spirit; each

                                 participates in it according to his nature: the Father in 

                                that he begets, the Son in that he receives all from the 

                                Father and returns everything to the Father, the Spirit 

                                in that he is the one through whom the Father begets, 

                                in whom the Son is begotten and returns everything to 

                                the Father.




b. Creation does not only culminate in Christ in glory and 

                                  in the fullness of his Sonship, but it also has its origin 

                                  in him. That is why creation is good and shares in 

                                  sonship.


D. The Spirit of the Father and the Son



1. In the NT, the Spirit is the Third Person in Trinitarian 

                       Order, an order that theology has no right to reverse.




a. Although he is the ground of the divine mystery, he 

                                 does not come before the Father and the Son. His 

                                 personality is entirely defined by his relationship with 

                                 the Father and the Son




b. The Spirit of truth proceeds from the Father. This 

                                  means that the Spirit has his source in the Father and 

                                  it implies that he does not issue from him by birth.




c. He is the power of the Father, he is his will, his 

                                 outpouring of life: we do not say of a person that he 

                                 begets his own life, that he reproduces himself through 

                                 his power and his will.


2. His relationship with divine sonship is very intimate. He 

                        proceeds in the begetting of the Son, he is the Spirit of the 

                        Father in his fatherhood




a. Although God does not beget the Spirit, it is 

                                 nonetheless in his Father that he is the source of the 

                                 Spirit




b. The whole action of the Spirit is concentrated on the 

                                  Son whose birth in the world he brings about, whom he 

                                  makes Son through ought his life, death and 

                                  resurrection.




c. If then it is possible to ascend from a knowledge of 

                                 Christ to that of the mystery of the Trinity, we must 

                                 conclude that the Father begets in the Spirit, that he 

                                 is the Spirit of the Father in this begetting, that e 

                                 proceeds in this relationship of Father and Son


3. He does not beget and he is not begotten, but he is the 

                        Spirit of Fatherhood and Sonship




a. He is power in its eternal operation; he is love in its 

                                 fecundity; he is the ecstasy of God, the self-giving of 

                                 the Father in his fatherhood, the glorification of the 

                                 Father, the one through whom the Father is glorified in 

                                 his Son.




b. The whole mystery of the Father is to beget the Son; 

                                   if therefore the Spirit proceeds from the Father 

                                   whose whole mystery consists in begetting, and if he 

                                   himself is not the Son, he must therefore be this 

                                   begetting.



c. Certainly the Spirit was already active in the world, he 

                                  was not, however, present as he is in God. But in the 

                                  Passover of Jesus of Jesus the Eternal begetting of 

                                  the Word was fully accomplished within creation.


4. The Spirit who is this begetting is possessed by both, 

                        Spirit not only of the Father, but of the Son




a. God’s treasure is the Holy Spirit; the treasure 

                                  possessed in common.




b. In raising Christ from the dead in the Spirit, he makes 

                                  him a life-giving Spirit. The Father begets in his 

                                  perfect likeness; the Son would not be the image of 

                                  the Father if the Spirit were not also the Spirit of the 

                                  Son.



5. If the Spirit is possessed in common, in an identical fullness, 

                        he is nevertheless possessed differently. 




a. For the Father begets in the Spirit whereas the Son is 

                                  begotten in the Spirit. The Father is the source 

                                  flowing into the Son




b. Nothing distinguishes the Son except that he is the 

                                  Son and not the Father and that he possesses the 

                                  Spirit by receiving him.




c. To receive everything is also to share in the power to 

                                  send forth the Spirit. The Father holds nothing back, 

                                  he does not deprive the Son of any of his prerogatives.




d. The Spirit is breath, breathing; he would not be the 

                                  Spirit of the Son, his breath, if the Son did not send 

                                  forth his breath




e. The Spirit itself is not a possession, he is entirely gift. 

                                  The Father does not possess him except by giving him 

                                   and similarly the possesses him by giving him.




f. The Spirit inhabits the Son only by flowing from him. 

                                 When the Spirit overwhelms him, Christ becomes not 

                                 only a Spirit, but a life-giving Spirit, the fountainhead 

                                 of the Spirit for the faithful.


6. As long as Jesus has not ascended to the Father, he cannot 

                        give the Spirit. The Spirit will be at his service when Jesus 

                        himself is fully within the mystery of the Trinity, assumed 

                        into the glory of sonship



a. To be the source of the Holy Spirit is therefore a 

                                  privilege of sonship. This means that he will have the 

                                  Spirit at his service in virtue of his sonship, that the 

                                  Spirit who proceeds from the Father issues also from 

                                  him, in that he is the Son




b. The formula “in my name” is an indication of the

                                   perfect communion between the Father and the Son in 

                                   the mission of the Spirit: the Father is the origin of 

                                   the mission; the Son will therefore send the Spirit 

                                   from the Father, but the son too is the principle of 

                                   this sending




c. It is in virtue of his union with the Son that the Father 

                                  will send the Spirit; the Father and the Son are both 

                                  the principle of the mission of the Paraclete.




d. Therefore the Son shares all the Father’s glory, that 

                                  of possessing and sending the Spirit.


7. Equal in possession of the Spirit and the power of sending 

                        him, the Father and Son are however distinguished by reason 

                        of the fatherhood of the one and the sonship of the other.




a. The Father is the source who enables the Son to 

                                  possess and send the Spirit: the source gives power to 

                                  be a source




b. Because the Father begets in love, he empowers the 

                                  Son to love him. He enables him in love to be the 

                                  source of love.




c. By loving, the eternal Son arouses the love of the 

                                 Father who however begets him in is love. By this fact 

                                 the Son is not inferior to the Father, although he 

                                 receives everything from him; because, for his part, he 

                                 stimulates in the Father the love through which he s 

                                 Father.




d. The person of the Spirit is constituted in the 

                                   relationship of the Father and the Son. That is why 

                                  we must call him the Third Person, HE IS IN PERSON 

                                  THE BEGETTING.


8. The Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son where 

                        fatherhood and sonship are brought about, while remaining 

                        the intimate depths where the movement of the Trinity is at 

                        its beginning and at its final end, that is, in the Father and 

                       the Son.


E. At the Beginning and the End



1. The Spirit is the Third Person and no other proceeds from

                        him. It is certainly thus that he is the Third Person: as both 

                        climax and depths




a. He is in person the divine mystery, common to the 

                                 Father and the Son, the one in whom they are Father 

                                 and Son




b. In the work of creation and salvation, The Spirit is the 

                                  eschatological gift, the agent of final accomplishment; 

                                  yet everything begins in him




c. Jesus rises from the dead as the Son of God in the 

                                 fullness of the Spirit; but it is the power of the Spirit 

                                 that makes him Lord, it is the Spirit who empowers him 

                                 to bestow the Spirit




d. At the beginning and the end we always find the all-

                                  embracing power of the Spirit.


2. The Father is the beginning; however from the beginning the 

                        Spirit plays a role proper to him




a. The omnipotence, the holiness, the life which are at 

                                   work in the begetting of the Word are summed up in 

                                   infinite love, the Holy Spirit. Love spread throughout 

                                   creation is the sign of the mystery of the Spirit




b. On the one hand the Father is the beginning and the 

                                  Son is the end to which nothing is added; but the 

                                  Spirit is AT the beginning in the Father who begets 

                                  and AT the end in the One begotten.




c. He is in the fatherhood of the Father in whom he has 

                                  his source and in the Sonship of the Son from whom he 

                                  wells up.


3. It is the Spirit who is the principle of everything concerning 

                        persons; he is the PERSON who establishes persons.




a. It is first of all in the divine mystery that it is thus: 

                                 the otherness of the Father and the Son and their 

                                 mutual communion, these characteristics, constitutive 

                                 of the person are initiated in the love of the Spirit. No 

                                 person is without love and the Spirit is love.


4. The Spirit plays the role of making everything personal in 

                        creation. In sowing love there, he raises creation to its 

                        highest point where, in man, it reaches the dignity of a 

                        person.




a. Two people who love one another constitute different 

                                  entities and communicate with one another by reason

                                  of their otherness. Love is the place of their 

                                  encounter, love brings about the person.




b. This is a Triune situation: an “I,” a “thou,” two termini 

                                  and a mutual communion.. Love is sown in the heart of 

                                  man in the image and likeness of the mystery of the 

                                  Holy Spirit.




c. In Jesus the Spirit accomplishes perfectly his role of 

                                 building up persons. He endows the man with the dignity 

                                 of the person of the eternal Son.




d. In the death and resurrection when the Spirit is

                                 displayed in him without limit, Jesus is fully revealed 

                                 as the person he is.




e. Because everything is made personal by the Spirit, it is 

                                  to him that credit is given for having founded a 

                                  religion not of fear, but of confidence. In the Spirit 

                                 who makes personal, everything encourages trust and 

                                 communion.


5. There is a theological tradition which distinguishes between a 

                        divine nature which is one, and the three persons constituted 

                        after this nature




a. Unity, holiness, power and love are the attributes 

                                 enumerated as belong to this nature




b. In God there is no nature that becomes fruitful in 

                                  Persons: there are three persons, it is God’s nature to 

                                   be Trinity.




c. Of these three persons one is the Holy Spirit in whom 

                                  God begets; he is the common property and the bond 

                                  of unity between Father and Son; in him the attributes 

                                  of God are personified.




d. He does not come after them, he is IN them. He is the 

                                 mysterious base of the Keystone. Each person exists in 

                                 relationship to each of the other two. If it is true that 

                                 no Person proceeds from the Spirit, he is nonetheless 

                                the divine fruitfulness through which all is 

                                accomplished. 


F. One Single God in the Spirit



1. The Spirit is common both to the Father and the Son, yet he 

                       establishes their otherness.




a. The Spirit is one person in two others. In begetting, 

                                  The Father communicates his Spirit who while given to 

                                  the Son, does not cease to be the Spirit of the Father



b. The Spirit does not separate, but unites the two 

                                   entities which are constituted in him.




c. Divine love is possessed indivisibly by the Father and

                                  the Son. The Spirit is in person the will, power, 

                                 holiness and action of the Father and the Son; he is 

                                 love in person, the life of the one and the other.




d. There is no bond to be compared with that constituted 

                                   by a single person within two others. The Spirit is 

                                  God’s unity in Person.


2. All the action of the Father and the Son is common to them 

                        in the Holy Spirit




a. Such a bond of unity is not a thing; it is a power and a 

                                 movement; the Spirit is born from the Father to the 

                                 Son and form the Son to the Father in a simultaneous 

                                 ebb and flow.




b. When God creates, he awakens a being outside of 

                                   himself; but he awakens him by a call to exist. 

                                   Everywhere we see a movement of the Spirit making 

                                  God come out of himself in a Son whom he leads back 

                                   to the Father.



3. The Spirit does not abolish the many in the unity, the Spirit 

                        is principle of both.




a. The one is poor. Closed, insular as long as it is not 

                                  plural; the many too are fragmentary, scattered, 

                                  solitary as long as they are not one. The richness of 

                                  the one is that in the many it unites.




b. The unity of God is not enclosed by frontiers; it proves 

                                  its transcendence, consecrates its infinity, by going 

                                  beyond the insignificance of the one as it exists in 

                                  creation




c. The multiple unity which is proper to the Spirit also 

                                  strengthens the conviction that has been forced upon 

                                  us since the beginning of this book: the Holy Spirit is 

                                  like the ground of the mystery of God, of this God who 

                                  is single yet multiple.


4. The Spirit not only assures us of the unity of Persons in one 

                         same mystery, but also of their equality.




a. In God all is communion. The Father and Son enjoy in 

                                 common the unique wealth of the Holy Spirit. The 

                                 Father and Son are rich in the Spirit, not by possessing 

                                 them for themselves, but by giving him to each other.



b. Equality does not result from the suppression of 

                                  differences, but is brought about by mutual love.




    Where love reigns supreme, diversity create equality 

                                  by sharing and rendering mutual service


G. The Maternal role of the Spirit



1. In the Old Testament, power predominates in the recognized 

                       attributes of the Spirit. Neither breath or power suggests a 

                       representation of the Spirit in the feminine, maternal form.




a. God transcends human realities: he is neither man nor 

                                 woman; yet we say that he begets, he is our Father. 

                                 Moreover, his children are born and live in the Spirit, 

                                 as in a mother’s womb.




b. Two symbols evoke the Spirit through whom God 

                                   begets and they are maternal: the Church and 

                                   baptismal water.



2. The Church is Zion proclaimed, mother of the nations. 

                        Furthermore the Spirit and the Church are partners in one 

                         and the same activity: the Church is inhabited by the Spirit; 

                        children of God are born of the Spirit and the church in 

                        virtue of a single motherhood




a. The idea that Water is a symbol of motherhood lies 

                                  dormant in the human conciousness.




b. This birth in the Spirit is forever. The Son and sons by 

                                   grace are rooted in the moment when the Father 

                                   begets them in the Spirit.



3. There are two gifts which are not unrelated: the Spirit and 

                        Mary, the Mother of Jesus, image of the Church as Mother 

                        to whom the disciple is confided




a. The Spirit is not a substitute for a human father, he 

                                  establishes Mary as Mother of God. She is, as it were 

                                  the human lining of the Spirit, assumed into the role 

                                  that is proper to the Spirit.




b. The Spirit takes charge of the formation of this 

                                   unique child. He leads Jesus through his life on earth 

                                   to the fulfillment of his existence as Son




c. Whereas a earthly child leaves its mother’s womb, 

                                  Jesus lives his filial mystery when the Spirit surrounds 

                                  and envelops him forever with his power and glory and 

                                  makes him the Christ-Spirit.




d. Moreover, Jesus is the eternal mystery made visible, 

                                  the entry to full knowledge of God. In his eternity, the 

                                  word is born of the Father in the Spirit and never 

                                  leaves the womb in which he is begotten.


4. The Spirit plays a maternal role in Christ and the faithful, it 

                         is because, first of all in God, he s the mysterious womb in 

                         which every work is accomplished.




a. The riches of man in his virility and those of a woman 

                                  are possessed by God, but infinitely surpassed. All is 

                                  common to them, all is unlimited power, outpouring of 

                                  life, loving with infinite tenderness.




b. The Spirit is the love in which the Father begets. It is 

                                   in this role that his person is constituted.




c. Fatherhood belongs especially to him as Father; only 

                                 the incarnate Son is the brother of the children of 

                                 God; only the Holy Spirit is the womb in which God 

                                 possesses the fecundity of a mother, in whom he 

                                 begets the Son and his brothers.


5. Christ and the Spirit are the life of the Church. She must 

                        allow Christ to play the role of Lord and the Spirit a role of 

                        motherhood.




a. In the exercise of her ministry of ruling, the Church is 

                                 condemned to use certain forms of government akin to 

                                 the powers of this world.




b. While invoking the Lordship of Christ, she must refer 

                                   also to the Spirit whose power is humble and maternal. 

                                  The only power in the Church is spiritual, exercised in 

                                   the charity of the Spirit.


6. In the one Church, constituted of two principles, Christ and 

                         the Spirit, ministries are entrusted to men and women.




a. Equal in their dignity as children of  God, they remain 

                                  men and women, symbolizing in different ways the 

                                 double principle that constitutes the Church: man is 

                                 symbolically closer to Christ the head, woman as 

                                 mother is closer to the Holy Spirit of God.




b. It is undeniable that the real power in the Church is 

                                  spiritual, it is that of the Holy Spirit whose role is to 

                                  love, to give life from within and to fill the universe 

                                  while remaining unnoticed


H. The Spirit: The humility of God



1. It is the nature of love to be sacrificed when face to face 

                       with the beloved. If love is very great, it is capable of a 

                       surpassing humility.




a. In all his activity, he effaces himself in favor of 

                                 others.



b. The Spirit is the revelation of the Father and the Son, 

                                   but he himself remains inexpressible. HE is at the 

                                   service of the Incarnate Son, but does not become 

                                   incarnate.




c. He gives only the power to give the gift itself. He is

                                 communion, the place for encounter, but it is the 

                                 Father and Son who meet one another in him.


2. The Activity of the Spirit is disinterested. The Spirit thus 

                         places himself at the service of a Lordship of which he 

                         himself is the principle.




a. He is infinite power; the power of the Spirit is 

                                 exercised by loving, in humility.




b. The Spirit is humble and he makes those he inhabits 

                                  humble. During Christ’s life on earth, God becomes the 

                                  neighbor of the small and lowly; he seeks contacts with 

                                  what even is a contrast to his holiness: contact with 

                                  sinful man.




c. The Spirit of the resurrection forever consecrates 

                                  this humility.




d. Humility and omnipotent glory are words diametrically 

                                  opposed; they prolong a list, already lengthy, of the 

                                  paradoxes of the Spirit, but the love which they 

                                  express, carried to its climax, reveals perfect 

                                  harmony.

Conclusion


A. Mystery of the Spirit



1. The Spirit is a mystery, but the Spirit is not unknown. For 

                        God has lighted a lamp, Jesus Christ, who burns in our world 

                        with the ardent presence of the Spirit.




a. Henceforth the faithful know the Spirit.





b. The spirit is also God’s ecstatic power through which 

                                  God, without leaving himself, has come out into the 

                                  world and spread his presence, first of all in creation, 

                                  then in the midst of men, through successive covenants 

                                  and finally in Christ and the Church.



2, The obvious truth that is clear from all the research into 

                        the mystery of the Spirit is in the relationship between the 

                       Son and the Spirit.




a. All the interventions of the Spirit are polarized by one 

                                 single purpose: to produce the Son in the world.




b. In each work accomplished in the world, God is the 

                                  Father begetting the Son in the Spirit and in all his 

                                  activity he is the spirit of the Father as Father, the 

                                  Spirit of Son as Son.


3. The resurrection of Jesus, which is the realization of the 

                         world of the eternal mystery of the Father and the Son, 

                         reveals that it is in the Spirit that God is father, that the 

                         Spirit is the eternal action, the power, the holiness the love 

                         and the glory in which God begets the Word




a. Without being either the beginning o the end, he is at 

                                  the beginning and the end, acting in the Father as 

                                 Father, the Son as Son and it is he who brings about 

                                 the union of both.




b. He is called the third person because he is constituted

                                  in the relationship of the Father and the Son.




c. The Spirit will be forever the incomprehensible secret 

                                  of divine being


4.  A believer in Christ has the privilege of saying the last word 

                          which contains the meaning of life and everything, and even 

                          the meaning of God: I love him! My God I love you!”

