Holy Spirit of God

Chapter One: Inexpressible yet intimate

Introduction

     A. Expression of the Spirit



1. It is possible to speak of the Spirit.




a. The Spirit is inexpressible. He is inexpressible not only 

                                  by reason of his boundless perfection, for at least the 

                                  Father is capable of uttering an infinite word: His 

                                  Word who embodies divine fullness.




b. The Spirit is beyond the Word.



2. In the full light if Christianity, he is the stark reminder of 

                        the divine mystery.




a. It is true that the Spirit is the power that urges God 

                                  to come out of himself, to create, to reveal himself, 

                                  even to become Incarnate: he is the “mouth,” but 

                                  through the mouth it is the word that is poured out 

                                  into the world.




b. The Spirit remains hidden, inviolate and inviolable, 

                                  foundation of that apophatic theology which considers 

                                  the knowledge of God is best expressed in a silence 

                                  full of wonder.



3. The Spirit is divine revelation, but he is not the One 

                        Revealed.




a. Like the language we use, the Spirit is inseparable from 

                                  the Word- the indestructible unity between the Spirit 

                                  and the Son, the Word of God, is stressed throughout 

                                 Scripture with striking consistency.




b. The Word is intended to be understood, it is easy to 

                                   repeat it; but it is very difficult to grasp and explain 

                                   the functioning of language.




c. The Spirit is the page on which the Word is written: 

                                  signs we read are traced on the page, the page itself is 

                                  not read.



4. The Holy Spirit is so mysterious that anyone who lives under 

                        his inspiration is himself an enigma.




a. We want to grasp him and already he has eluded us: he 

                                  who is confined is no longer free.


B. Inwardness is a characteristic of the Spirit



1. In the Trinity, the Spirit s the mystery within the mystery.




a. He is behind Christ, in order that Christ may thus be 

                                  the image of God



2. Christian faith sees the Spirit as a Person.




a. The Holy Spirit is a person in two others, the Father 

                                  and the Son.




b. The Spirit is essentially openness and gift. The analogy 

                                  with the human person is so distant that most of the 

                                  symbols of the Spirit are impersonal.



3. According to Scripture, the Spirit is never the one on whom 

                        God’s action is focused: he is not begotten or revealed nor 

                        does he become incarnate.




a. The Spirit is neither cause nor effect, he is dynamism, 

                                  the one through whom the Father begets, is revealed 

                                  and becomes incarnate.




b. The Spirit issues from the Father like an action. The 

                                   nature of the spirit is that of event; he is the grace 

                                   by which God is gracious, the salvation by which God is 

                                  Savior, the power by which God is powerful




c. Divine power is different than human power. Divine 

                                  power is presented in the form of helplessness, the 

                                  extreme helplessness of the death of Christ.




d. In the theology of the Holy Spirit, the effort to 

                                  conceptualize is always resolved by paradoxes.



4. The purest words about the Spirit are from St. Paul: the love 

                         of God poured into our hearts.




a. When the presence of the Spirit makes itself 

                                  understood in the faithful, it is with sighs too deep for 

                                  words.




b. Mystery does not cease to encircle the Spirit. Action 

                                  is proved by acting, life by living and love by loving.


C. The Spirit is knowable



1. Though inexpressible, the Spirit is not the Unknown God as 

                        he has been called. 




a. The people of God, without being able to understand 

                                  him, have experience of the Spirit whose dynamic 

                                   presence marks the opening and closing of the Bible 

                                   and gives rhythm to the different stages of history.




b. The Church senses that he dwells within her. St. John 

                                   sees him as the Fountain that quenches one’s thirst. 

                                   Paul and Luke see him as the power to disseminate the 

                                   faith. Paul sees him as the creative power of the new 

                                   man.



2. A reality that cannot be expressed can nevertheless be 

                        experienced.




a. We can know him then, but in a way other than that of 

                                  our intellect which would imprison him in concepts, and 

                                  reason about these concepts, organizing them into a 

                                  system.




b. Knowledge of the Spirit comes first and foremost 

                                  from the experience of the faithful who know by 

                                  participation.



3. Theology can draw certain conclusions from the action of the 

                        Holy Spirit; through the fruits which his presence brings, 

                        theology can recognize the tree. It can describe and 

                        construct as it were a phenomenology of the Holy Spirit.




a. Theology can at least formulate the paradoxes, 

                                  express contrasting characteristics while faith 

                                  recognizes instinctively the harmony, a harmony 

                                  inherent in all paradoxes of love.




b. The experience of the Spirit is first of all that of a 

                                  people, acquired in the course of the history of many 

                                  centuries. Not only does it recount the history of the 

                                   people led by the Spirit, but it has been compiled 

                                   under the influence of the Spirit who inspired the 

                                   prophets and all the sacred writers.


D. Biblical Theology of the Holy Spirit



1. Biblical theology as theological research is at pains to know 

                       not only the idea formed by the biblical authors about the 

                       Spirit, but the MYSTERY.



2. The action of the Holy Spirit is fully manifested at one 

                        particular time in creation, at one particular moment of 

                        history: in Christ and his Passover.




a. The resurrection of Jesus is the total outpouring of 

                                  the Spirit in the world, the flowing into creation of the 

                                  immense flood which pours out from the Father in the 

                                  Son.



3. All the manifestations of the Spirit have their significance in 

                        their assimilation into the mystery of the Son, the Christ 

                        who God raises to life in the fullness of the Spirit. 




a. The theology of the Holy Spirit is worked out in light 

                                  of the Passover of Jesus Christ.

Chapter Two: The Spirit of God

I. The Spirit of God


A. Introduction



1. Through the Resurrection, Jesus was established Son of God 

                        in all his power, he became the Lord to whom al power was 

                        given.



2. The resurrection is the eternal action of the Father 

                         operating within the world.


B. The Spirit of Power



1. The Holy Spirit is, in person, the action of God which raises 

                       Christ from the dead.




a. The Spirit is the impulse of God in his omnipotence.




b. The two words, Spirit and Power used together with 

                                   unfailing fidelity, recur throughout the Bible.



2. The strength of the Spirit is the strength of God; it comes 

                        down on man from above, seizes hold of him and clothes him 

                        with himself.

a. Spirit and power are two names for a single reality, 

     Omipotence- the Spirit- comes down from on high, 

     makes Mary capable of being the mother of a child, 

     the Son of God.



3. The ministry of Jesus, inaugurated with the power of the 
                        Spirit, is developed under the action of his power which rests 
                        upon him.
a. He shatters the power of devils by the finger of God, 

                                   that is by his power, a characteristic of the kingdom 

                                   of God.

b. Luke adds, stay in the city until you are clothed with 

     power form on high.

c. Throughout the story of the Church, the union of the 

      two notions of Spirit and power is invariably 

      maintained.

d. Preaching is a demonstration of the power of the 

                                  Spirit.



4. We draw from this a firm, fundamental conclusion: the Spirit 

                         is the omnipotence of God

a. Furthermore, power is even the name of God.

b. For Christian faith, the Spirit is a person; it can therefore be said that he is the personification of action, that he is the “working” member or person in the Trinity.
c. Whenever God is active, it is in the Spirit that all this is brought about for the Spirit is the power and action of God.
5. This power differs from that of human beings.


a. After recognizing omnipotence in him, immediately

             recall the double manifestation; at the beginning of the 

             Gospel account he is associated with the humble 

             handmaid of the Lord.

b. At the end he appears under the symbol of the water 

    that flows from the open side of Jesus.

c. Omnipotence, in its final revelation in Jesus Christ, is 

     part of the newness which is proper to the Spirit: 

     New wine bursting our ways of thinking.


C. Spirit of Glory



1. In the resurrection of Jesus, power and glory are two very 

                       closely related realities which even mingle to become 

                       identified with the unique Spirit of God.

a. Glory is a very concrete reality. It is the flashing 

     radiance of the divine being, the mystery of God in 

     the majesty of his manifestation.

b. In the NT, glory and power interpenetrate each other 

     to the extent that one can speak equally about the 

     glory of his power and the power of his glory.

c. The cloud rested heavily on the mountain, but it is the 

     Spirit that rests on the messianic king.



2. The whole of the eschatological promise is accomplished by 

                        the resurrection of Jesus: the full outpouring of the Spirit, 

                        the triumph of power, the dazzling light of glory.

a. The resurrection is simultaneously the glorification of 

                                   Jesus, his becoming Lord and life-giving spirit.

b. In the radiation of Christ’s glory, the faithful too are 

     transfigured into a spiritual body.


3. The impregnation by the Spirit and the transformation into 

                        glory proceed at the same pace. The believer possesses the 

                       first fruits of the Spirit, his pledge, a foretaste of the final 

                       gift of the Spirit.

a. The believer also experiences an incipient glory by 

     which he is justified and gradually transfigured; a 

     glory which will one day make him like Christ in glory 

     by the power of his resurrection.
b. On the day of the final judgment, the faithful will 

     appear with glorified bodies, bodies full of strength. 

c. The final attribute is the explanation of the others: 

      the faithful will live in glory, in strength because they 

      will rise again in the Spirit.



4. The identity of the Spirit and glory is as certain as that of 

                        Spirit and power.

a. Without renouncing his transcendence in the exercise 

     of his omnipotence, God comes out of himself by his 

     action, creating, revealing, communicating himself, 

     glorifying himself.

b. There exists in God a trust, a power of outpouring by 

     means of which the mystery becomes at the same 

     time revelation, a breath by which God breathes: this 

     is the Spirit.

c. Active, irradiating power, he is God himself in his 

Ecstasy.


D. Spirit of Holiness



1. It is fairly late in the Bible that holiness is attributed to the 

                       divine breath.
a. Holiness is an attribute of God in his infinite grandeur 

     and his impenetrable light.

b. With marked consistency, biblical images express the 

     heavenly character of the Spirit. He comes down; he 

     comes upon someone.

c. It is through the Holy Spirit that Jesus is consecrated 

   to God.


2. It was said of the risen Christ, living, even in his body, 

                        through the fullness of the Spirit: in his body lives the 

                        fullness of divinity.

a. This holiness like a seed, was present in Jesus from 

     the very beginning. The Holy Spirit will come upon you.

b. In Trinitarian language, he may be said to be holiness 

     in person.

c. Holiness is God in his transcendence, in the fullness of 

     his being.

d. The Spirit is holiness, he is the transcendent totality 

     of being, the depths of the inexpressible mystery, he 

     is the reality.

e. Apart form him, everything is void of meaning.
3. The Biblical notion of holiness suggests the idea of 

    separation.

a. Wholly other, God is apart. But, there is a paradoxical 

     aspect.

b. Far from being separated, the Holy one who is wholly 
    other is reunited with and intimately bound to the 

    creature.
c. The Spirit who is divine divinizes; holy, he sanctifies; in 

    God he communicate himself.

c. Holiness, as made concrete in the Spirit, is a denial of 

     all that is enclosed in itself: the flesh and sin.

d. Transcendence is openness and nearness.

E. Spirit of Love


1. Communion is a key word. The Spirit is presented in its truest 

             light when he appears as the fullness of communion, 

             transcendent clarity.

a. Although it is expressed only once, the identity of the 

    Sprit with love is suggested everywhere.

b. The Spirit is a powerful movement active in the hearts 

    of the faithful, in that deep center of man where love 

    is born.

c. The Spirit does not only produce fruits of charity, he 

     is himself the fruit which God’s sacrificial love 

     bestows on man. It ripens on the tree of the cross.


2. The fellowship of the Holy Spirit is a formula that Paul 

                        doubtless did not coin himself. It was known before his time 

                        that the Spirit is oneness and creator of communion.

a. The abundant outpouring of the Spirit is the 

                                   foundation of the New Covenant in communion with 

                                   Christ.
b. The Spirit is the strength that makes of many one 

                                   single being.



3. Because the Spirit is love, all his attributes are pure paradox.




a. Power, is found transposed into an innocent, helpless 

                                  strength.

b. Love without bounds, holiness, is not imprisoned in 

    what is inaccessible; it transcends what is infinite, 

    involves God in creation, even urges him to become 

    incarnate.
c. The fire of the Spirit is that of devouring holiness; in 

     the Church, through the experience of a sacrificial 

     messiah, makes of the fire of the Spirit the image of 

     a burning love.


4. The glory of God, which is power in its majesty and holiness 

                         in its brightness, is first and foremost love outpoured.

a. In humility, God is glorious through his love.

b. The glory of God is man truly alive, everything God does for his creature is an act of self-giving.

F. Spirit of Life


1. Love makes life. By begetting his Son in the outpouring of the 

   Spirit, God calls into being what does not exist.
a. Through Christ’s resurrection of the dead and  his 

                                   Passover, the Spirit is the universal source of being 

                                   and of life. He is the Spirit of life.

b. Ruah is creation and life. At the beginning as at the 

    climax of the Passover, the Word of God and the 

    Spirit act together, just as in man, a word is 

    inseparable from the breath producing it.


2. The world, created in the Spirit, is not without a soul. Breath 

                        is the symbol of life; the world called into existence by 
                        Divine breath has life in it.

a. St. Paul with his deep perception of the world, 

    understands the breathing of the material creation, its 

    aspiration to share the life of the children of God.

b. The act of creation is already a Pentecost, a first and 

     permanent outpouring of the Spirit of life. 

c. The creation of the world through the Holy Spirit is 

     already a salvific action. It calls into being what does 

     not exist.

d. God will lay the first stone of the work of salvation 

     which will be completed in the resurrection.


3. From the time of exile onwards, the Bible offers us an image 

    of the Spirit not previously used.

a. Water is the divine gift par excellence, the symbol of 

     life.

b. Through the abundance of water promised, the gift of 

     the Spirit is proclaimed.
c. The Holy Spirit is not compared to the waters of the 

     sea, but to a spring which is gentle and to rain which is 

     refreshing.

d. Water makes the earth fruitful by penetrating it. 

     Henceforth, the Spirit will impregnate man.

II. The movements of the Holy Spirit

A. Divine Inwardness in the Outpouring of the Spirit

1. The Spirit is the inwardness of God, yet he will be poured out.

a. All attributes of God are found personified in the Holy 

    Spirit who is as it were the synthesis of the divine 

    mystery.

b. Power is the first divine attribute

c. The Spirit too is divine transcendence.

d. The Spirit as power and holiness is the glory of God

e. The Spirit is the living one.

f. God is Spirit and the Spirit is love.

g. All the attributes of God are personified in the Holy 

   Spirit who is God himself in the depths of his being.

2. The Spirit is both divine inwardness and its outpouring, its 

     diffusion; power is creative, holiness is sanctifying, life is 

     vivifying, love gives itself.

a. The Spirit is the radiation of God, the key that opens, 

     the thrust which causes a coming out.

b. The Spirit who is infinite reality, forms the link 
     between God and finite beings. Through him holiness     

     penetrates right into our world and even becomes 

     incarnate there.
c. The heavenly Spirit is the intimacy of God with the 

     earth, the hand of God touching this world.

d. The Spirit is the divine secret, but in disclosure, the 

     mystery of God, but of a God who reveals himself, a 

     God in his transcendence tat exceeds itself.
3. Love in the heart of man is this man in his innermost being 

     and is profoundly outgoing: he comes out of himself in virtue 

     of his innermost being and in leaving himself, he becomes 

     more himself.

a. In condescending to be united with man, God appears 

     to renounce himself, but it is the depths of his being 

     that he manifests.

b. The Spirit comes out of himself without leaving 

himself and thereby he attracts to himself. 

c. The divine fullness is creative, it gives birth to beings 

      outside of God, but through appealing and attracting 

      towards this fullness.

d. The Spirit is a simultaneous movement of ebb and flow.
4. This movement reaches its supreme intensity in Christ and 

     his Passover, where God comes completely out of himself 

     through the power of the Holy Spirit

a. God leaves himself in Jesus Christ through the power 

    of the Holy Spirit when through the same power, he 

    takes this human nature to itself.

B. Agent of History

1. Israel probably recognized in the Spirit the agent of its 

     history before seeing him in the creative power of God
a. As creator, the Spirit does not raise up a static

    universe, he involves it in an evolution. He himself is 

    movement, action, every reality that he creates 

    tends to become event.
b. He asserts himself as master of the destiny of a

     people with whom he enters into a covenant. There 

    he manifests his presence through many 

    interventions of the Spirit indicated in the historical 

    books of the Bible.

c. The decisive hero of this historical work of God, the 

     Messiah will be like so many men chosen by God but 

     filled more infinitely than them with the breath of 

     the Lord.
2. The Gospels pick up the thread of history at this point. They 

     present the life of Jesus as a theological history, a life 

     unfolded under the power of the Holy Spirit.

a. In the Person of Jesus and the strength of the Spirit, 

    sacred history arrives at its full term which is the 

    Kingdom of God.
3. In the making of history, the Spirit is revealed both as the 

    emergence of God, his intimacy in the world and as the 

    inwardness of God, making a rapport with the world.

4. The spirit is the agent of history for the transformation of 

creation into the Kingdom of God.


a. God creates in the measure that he weaves the world 

        into himself. He gives it increasingly the power to be.
5. Christ in his Easter glory is the culminating event of sacred 

     history.


a. Every action of the Holy Spirit has as its purpose the 

             bringing about of the mystery of sonship and its 

             accomplishment in the world.
b. The whole of creation is marked with the seal of the 
      Son; worked on by the Spirit, creation aspires to 
      participate in the glory of the Son.


6. History over which the Spirit presides is not inevitable. Since 

                        he is the openness of God, the Spirit does not create a 

                        closed world.

a. History over which he presides is open to the infinite, 

     its final goal is Christ whom the Spirit raises in the 

     very moment of death. Where death is itself a birth, 

     there is no end.

b. God creates from the place towards which he 

     attracts. He makes the world exist by participation in 

     his fulfillment.

c. Creation and sacred history begin where all is 

     accomplished: in the Son whom the Father begets 

     through his Spirit in the world. 

d. The Spirit is the agent of history in that he is the 

     Spirit of the Father who begets his Son in the world.

C. At the beginning and at the climax

1. It is a remarkable fact that at the beginning and end of the 

     world we find the Holy Spirit present.
2. The Spirit is neither the beginning nor the end: it is the Father who is the beginning and all is accomplished in the Son.

a. The Spirit is the fullness where everything has its 

     origin, where everything is enriched and completed.
3. We can speak of a depth where everything reaches its climax:
a. A relationship exists between the Spirit and the profound being of man. 

b. It is also in our hearts that the Spirit comes to help us in prayer.

c. In God himself he reaches the depths. He is as it were the heart of God.

d. The Spirit is present and works in the innermost part of the person at the highest point he reaches and this is also the source of his choices and activities.

D. The Eschatological Gift

1. Prophecy foretold the rich outpouring of the Holy Spirit for the last days, those of the New Covenant characterized by the presence of the Spirit in our hearts.

a. over Jesus the heavens open, the Spirit descends, God’s voice is heard; all this means for the synoptic writers is that the final era is inaugurated, that Jesus is the more powerful one who will baptize with the Spirit.

b. This new covenant was sealed in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
2. The resurrection of Jesus himself is already the resurrection from the dead, the eschatological event destined to be spread among men.

a. It is also the full outpouring of the Spirit. God thus brings sacred history to its accomplishment, to which nothing can be added, toward which the world was created in order to participate in it.

b. The resurrection of Jesus is the final mystery, for the Spirit is the total outpouring, the divine fulfillment.

c. For an understanding of the resurrection of Jesus, the meaning of salvation history and the mystery of the Holy Spirit, it is very important to know that the outpouring of the Spirit is the eschatological gift, 
     the coming of the kingdom of God.

d. That is why the Christ of glory is the REALITY, but present in creation; he is the fulfillment of the world, simultaneously its depths and its whole future where everything finds its source, meaning and foundation, where all is completed.
Chapter Three: The Spirit of Christ

I. Christology and Pneumatology


A. Introduction



1. There is in the world and it history a very special moment and 

                        place: Christ and his Passover when the Spirit breaks into 

                        the world just as he is in himself.




a. Holiness shines out in all its brightness, power is   

                                 exercised, glory is manifested, love is declared, life is 

                                  triumphant.


2. The deliberate confusion of expression, giving Christ the 

                        same name as the Spirit, reveals an essential aspect of the 

                        mystery of Christ and that of the Spirit. Their nature unites 

                         them.




a. The Spirit is not directly revealed in Christ. He himself 

                                  becomes manifest in Christ just like a light shining in 

                                  the objects it reveals.


B. Jesus, Man of the Spirit



1. The Old Testament had an intuition that the Messiah would 

                        be invested with the Spirit.




a. The presence of the Spirit with Jesus is permanent, a 

                                  distinctive attribute and sign inseparable from Jesus.




b. In Jesus the Spirit rests without brilliance or 

                                 disturbance in the calm of interior fullness.




c. The presence of the Spirit in Jesus is constant: he 

                                  speaks with authority, acts with power and casts out 

                                  devils through his power, which is the holy Spirit.



d. Between Jesus and the Holy Spirit, there is always a 

                                  shared nature and collaboration.


2. In John’s Gospel, the Spirit will not replace Jesus, he will not 

                        substitute for his absence: his coming will effect the 

                        presence of Jesus, the bond between them is indissoluble.




a. In his death, Jesus gives up his spirit and at the same 

                                 time sends the Spirit.

              

b. Jesus and the Spirit are not, however, one and the 

                                 same; like Jesus, the Spirit is an Advocate, but another 

                                 one. However, the bonded so close that before the 

                                 glorification of Jesus and apart from him, who is the 

                                fount, there is no Spirit.


3. In St. Paul the Spirit is called the Spirit of God. He is also 

                        called the Spirit of the Son, the Spirit of the Lord and the 

                        Spirit of Christ




a. In Pauline writings, the faithful rejoice in the spirit 

                                  through communion with Christ.




b. Between the Spirit and Christ such intimacy, 

                                  reciprocity and dynamic unity prevail that the Apostle 

                                 can speak of Christ become Spirit.




c. Unless one believes in the incarnation, the formula 

                                  Spirit of Jesus, Spirit of Christ is unexpected, 

                                   unacceptable and contradictory




d. To speak of the Spirit of Christ is to profess that 

                                  Jesus is Lord.


4. A Christology is inconceivable without being complemented by 

                        a theology of the Spirit.




a. Christ is misunderstood, there is no inkling of the 

                                  depths of his being if he is detached from the Spirit 

                                  through whom he is conceived.




b. There exists a relationship between the Spirit and 

                                  Christ, just as one exists between the Spirit and God, 

                                  a relationship which affects Jesus, but also the Spirit.


C. Christ and Son in the Spirit



1. The presence of the spirit confers on Jesus a function: that 

                       of consecration as Messiah. It is the mark of his divine 

                       sonship.



a. The outpouring of Pentecost is the proof that God has 

                                  enthroned Jesus in his function as Messiah-King.




b. At the Annunciation, God will give the throne of David 

                                  to the one born of the Holy Spirit.




c. The Decent of the Spirit at the Jordan is the 

                                  manifestation of the Messiahship.




d. In the eyes of his disciples, the presence of the spirit 

                                  is the expression of the messiahship of Jesus.




e. The messianic anointing is the seal of sonship. Through

                                  his Spirit, God raises Jesus from the dead and makes 

                                  him his perfect image.


2. The resurrection is the final great work that god 

                         accomplishes in the Spirit.




a. It is the eternal mystery brought further into 

                                 creation, the definitive begetting of the Son as man, 

                                 through which God causes the fullness of divinity to live 

                                 in his body.



b. The disciples’ faith in the divine sonship of Jesus has

                                  its origin in the resurrection and in their experience of 

                                  the glorified Christ.




c. The infinite glory of the resurrection is the dazzling 

                                  light of sonship. There is no divine sonship other than 

                                  the glorious sonship in the image of the Father.




d. Moreover, it is the Spirit who is the glory of the risen 

                                 Christ: Jesus is the Son of God in the Spirit.


3. Word of God is a title synonymous with Son: Christ is the 

                         unique, Eternal Word expressed in the world.



a. The relation between Son and Spirit was already 

                                  announced in the OT: By the Word of the Lord the 

                                  heavens were made, their whole array by the breath of 

                                  his mouth.




b. By his breath and by his Word, God comes out of 

                                  himself and acts in the world.




c. In the NT, the message of the Apostles which is that 

                                 of God is conveyed by the Spirit.




d. The union of the Word and the Spirit is such that by 

                                  being open to the former, it is the Spirit that the 

                                  believer receives.




e. By reason of the Spirit who lives in him, Our God is a 

                                 God who speaks.


4. The Son came in the fullness of time because in Christ the 

                        fullness of God entered time. Without laying aside his 

                        transcendence, God filled history with his presence in his Son 

                        and through his Spirit.




a. The sending of the Son is different from that of the 

                                 Spirit. But the Spirit is the one through whom this is 

                                 effected, this coming out, this begetting of the Son in 

                                 the world.




b.  It is through him that Jesus is born son of God in a 

                                   glory first veiled, then manifested in the resurrection




c. The Spirit here appears as the action of God in his 

                                  Fatherhood an action thanks to which Christ is Son.




d. He is the Spirit of the Father as Father, of the Son as 

                                  son.


D. Savior in the Spirit



1. The Spirit plays an important part in the work of redemption.




a. For Christ did not only acquire for mankind the right to 

                                 salvation through his Father and in his Holy Spirit, he 

                                 became in person the mystery of salvation



b. Salvation was accomplished in the filial mystery of 

                                 Christ with which we were called to enter into 

                                 Communion




c. As the Spirit of sonship, his role is essential in the 

                                 mystery of salvation, which is none other than the 

                                 mystery of sonship in its accomplishment.


2. A Christian must become a Christian; he must ceaselessly 

                       clothe himself with him; he must ever purify himself; he must 

                       look for the things that are above until death.




a. Jesus shared our earthly condition and by this very 

                                  fact he was subject to the laws of history.




b. By means of his human freedom, Jesus becomes 

                                  through the power of the Spirit what he is, in the 

                                  spirit from the beginning: the Son of God in the world.



3. Jesus had the heart of a Son




a. St. Paul experienced a divine intimacy with God that 

                                  made him cry out “Abba.” It was doubtless thus that 

                                  he discovered within himself the presence of the 

                                  Spirit of the Son.




b. The Paul assures us that the cry ABBA which 

                                  thenceforth rises from the hearts of the faithful is 

                                  the cry of the Spirit, that this Spirit is that of the 

                                  child of God par excellence, the Spirit of divine 

                                  Sonship.




c. The death of Jesus is the climax of sonship. The 

                                  redemptive act is the entry of Jesus through the veil 

                                  of flesh into the heavenly holy of holies, into intimate 

                                  divine communion.



d. It is through the eternal Spirit that Christ was thus 

                                 offered by entering into divine communion. In his death 

                                 is fullness of the Spirit.


4. Here the total submission of Jesus to the Father is revealed. 

                        Christ learned to obey through suffering complete obedience 

                        unto death and was thus made perfect.




a. In death Jesus is identified in his whole being with 

                                 love, returning to God who is love.




b. Furthermore, it is the Spirit who is the love of God 

                                  poured into our hearts. When in death, Jesus became 

                                  love, he also became spirit.


5. Jesus had to become open to God’s universality, beyond the 

                        limits imposed on him by time space and membership of a 

                        nation.




a. The Spirit of Sonship is as such the Spirit of faith. He 

                                  gives the faithful strength to believe and was the 

                                  source of perfect faith first of all for Jesus who in his 

                                  death, became for all mankind the precursor.




b. Jesus worships in such a way that the sacrificial rites 

                                 are replaced by a heart at prayer.




c. The Passover of death and resurrection is the mystery 
                                  of Jesus become prayer. Moreover, it is the Holy 
                                  Spirit who releases the movement of prayer, making it 
                                  filial: his presence in the heart is a prayer, just as it 

                                  is love.



d. Jesus consents fully to the Father’s gift which in this 

                                  same Spirit begets him and makes him the universal 

                                  source of salvation.


6. Any theology which ignores the role of the Spirit in the work 

                        of salvation ignores the salvific meaning of the resurrection.




a. The work of redemption is first and foremost God’s 

                                  affair: the initiative for it is his right as Father, since 

                                  it is carried out through the begetting of the Son in 

                                  this world through the power of the Spirit.




b. Redemption is God giving birth  and bringing creation 

                                  to fulfillment and it is the resurrection from the dead 

                                  through the use of the power of the Spirit




c. In all his action, God is Father and creator through the 

                                 Holy Spirit. He destroys sin by begetting his Son in our 

                                 world in the sanctity of the Spirit by calling mankind to 

                                 communion with his Son by thus creating a world of 

                                 sanctity.




d. Salvation consists in communion. In the midst of human 

                                 beings and for them, Jesus was begotten by the Father 

                                 in the Spirit. It is for them to enter into this covenant 

                                 by allowing themselves to be drawn into communion with 

                                 the Son.


7. In the work of redemption the Spirit plays the role that is 

                        proper to him in the mystery of the Trinity. He is the Spirit 

                        of Sonship in whom the Father begets.




a. In the Trinity, the Spirit is person who provides a 

                                  personal character for living beings.




b. the Father begets through the Spirit and thus 

                                  constitutes himself as a person; the Son is begotten 

                                  through the Spirit and is similarly constituted as a 

                                  person. In the world too the action of the Spirit 

                                  establishes a personal character.




c. Thanks to the Spirit creation is raised to that summit 

                                  which is the human person. In the Spirit, the man 

                                  Jesus receives divine personality, is assumed into the 

                                  person of the Word.



d. The Spirit is the agent of salvation in Jesus Christ in 

                                   the same way as he is the intimate movement of God 

                                   by which the Father begets his Son through the 

                                   sanctity of the Spirit


8. The salvific mystery is identical with the personal mystery of 

                        Jesus. It is the mystery of a man who in his life and death is 

                        begotten through the Holy Spirit and receives divine 

                        personality through his Spirit.

E. Christ-Spirit



1. In death and in glory, the intimacy of Christ and the Spirit is 

                       such that they seem henceforth to form a whole: Christ has 

                       become spirit.




a. Jesus entered into the Trinity through birth: God 

                                  raises him from the dead. His earthly life-history 

                                 comes to its completion in the beginning, there where 

                                 the Son is: the climax if his life is also his birth.




b. When men enter into affiliation with him, the outdated 

                                 Adam is abolished in them; they too become new filial 

                                 creatures and their voice becomes one with that of the 

                                 Son as they invoke the Father.


2. Transformed in the Spirit, Jesus is gift of self, sharing and 

                        communion: he rises again in person in the form of community.


3. The Spirit raises Jesus without denying his death.




a. He is the movement that brings about the ascent of 

                                  Jesus to the Father, he does not do this without 

                                  yielding him to death.




b. Himself essentially self-giving, he brings Jesus to the 

                                  supreme gift of love in death. Himself communion, he 

                                  glorifies Jesus by the encounter with the Father in 

                                  death.




c. Death and glory are aspects of a single mystery in 

                                  which the standing Lamb is immolated in a glory which 

                                  does not follow death, but consecrates it.


4. Jesus is henceforth identified with his mission of salvation; 

                        become spirit, he has become redemption. The Spirit who is 

                        action makes of him the very event of salvation.




a. All revelation is made in the holy Spirit; when he takes 

                                 possession of Jesus and glorifies him, he reveals him to 

                                 the world, but by making him a mystery.



b. Previously he had been subject to the condition of a 

                                  slave. His life and activity were restricted by limits of 

                                  time and space.




c. Now he is free with the Freedom of God. All barriers 

                                 are removed in the risen Christ, all helplessness is 

                                 withdrawn and the Law is abolished


5. While on earth, Jesus existed for others; glorified he lives in 

                        death for each individual, he exists to give himself; he is not 

                        only kind, he is kindness itself.




a. In those who are in Christ, every difference which 

                                 separates is abolished.




b. In the realms of the spirit of unity, there can be no 

                                  distinctions that separate; the only possible 

                                  difference is that of greater or lesser unity.


6. Easter is the central and final day in sacred history, when all 

                        is accomplished, toward which all is created, the day of rest 

                        for God, that is from his activity now come to its peaceful 

                        climax, that rest to which human are called.




a. The Easter Christ is the supreme triumph of the works 

                                  of the Spirit.



b. Raised to life in the Spirit, Jesus is not only the 

                                  spiritual heavenly man, he is the spirit and constitutes 

                                  heaven.



7. Christ is also the beginning of heaven.




a. Doubtless the coming of Christ is the last stage in 

                                 history; his glorification introduces the final conclusion 

                                 of creation whose fulfillment is yet to come.




b. Christian faith has recognized in him the beginning of 

                                  creation, the first-born of every creature. For all 

                                  begins with the begetting of the Son in the world.




c. It is not easy to imagine that the future of the world 

                                  is also its starting point; but if Christ lives in the 

                                 fullness of the Spirit and thus holds in his possession 

                                 creative being and life and power in their totality, 

                                 nothing is created except in relation to this totality


8. The world bears in its heart and at its roots the mystery of 

                        fulfillment and therefore of eternity: the begetting of the 

                        Son within creation. Creation has a beginning, but its 

                        beginning is steeped in eternity.




a. Christ is the Alpha and Omega of creation, but in the 

                                 Spirit.



b. The Lordship of Christ is salvific: the power of the               

                                  Spirit is given to him in death for the many. His cosmic 

                                   Lordship is identical with his redemptive power.




c. The Spirit is love in his creative activity, he is the love 

                                  of the Father who begets his Son in the world and who 

                                  in this begetting creates the world.

F. Sent in the Spirit



1. The Spirit is simultaneously the intimacy of God and his 

                        transcendence- glorified in him.




a. If in his Passover Christ had not been sent into the

                                 world, neither his glorious death nor his birth would be 

                                 for us; both would remain without impact on the world.




b. But the death of Christ is full of the holy Spirit who is 

                                  openness, gift of self, communication of self; by this 

                                  fact Christ is in his very death, divinely glorified, sent 

                                  and given in communion.




c. It is thus that he died and was raised to life for us, 

                                  becoming ours in his death and resurrection.



2. The sending proper to the Paschal mystery is expressed in 

                         many ways.




a. The glorification is a sending by God, as well as a 

                                  return. It is an appearance, a presence in the Church 

                                  and a gift to the Church.




b. Raised in the Spirit, he thenceforth exists to give 

                                 himself, to communicate himself, the very 

                                 personification of communion.




c. Christ has made himself the Good News. He became 

                                 the content of the Good News.


3. Behind the images in which early Christian literature 

                        describes the descent of Jesus into hell, the meaning is that 

                        in his glorifying death -brought to life in the Spirit- Christ 

                        met in their death the people who died before him and in this 

                        encounter enabled them to share in his saving Passover.



a. In our times, the majority of people are Pre-Christian




b. They have not been moved by the Gospel and are not 

                                  yet aware of the end of time.




c. While on earth, the faithful themselves are to some 

                                  extent before the Easter Christ who is the future of 

                                  the world.


4. For all men, Christ in his Passover is the mediator of a good 

                        death, otherwise he would not be the universal Savior.




a. The Holy Spirit makes him the meeting point for all at 

                                  the end of their lives, the eschatological crossroads 

                                  where the scattered children of God are assembled.




b. The second coming is not a return after a long absence, 

                                   it is the resurrection of Christ in the full strength of 

                                   his impact on the world, his paschal coming in splendor.


G. Source of the Spirit



1. Sent in the power of the Spirit, Christ brings to the world 

                        the gift of the Spirit.



a. Christ radiates the Spirit by communicating himself. 

                                 Unlike the first Adam, he does establish living cells 

                                 outside of himself.




b. Between Jesus and the Spirit the unity is 

                                  indestructible; the Spirit is spread abroad when Christ 

                                  shares himself, when the faithful are taken up into 

                                  him, submissive to the power of the Spirit who raises 

                                  up Christ.




c. Scripture only knows the language of communion. Christ 

                                 does not give the Spirit like a fruit picked from a tree; 

                                 he gives him in the gift of himself.


2. For God is a source of the Spirit only in his Son and in favor 

                       of him: the Spirit flows from him in the begetting of the Son.




a. Just as God has nothing to say apart from his Word, so 

                                 he grants no grace apart from the total gift of the 

                                 Spirit who raises the Son.




b. The Spirit is not given apart from the Son.


3. The Water of the Spirit is a new one.




a. It is new because of its abundance and by its nature, it 

                                 is so different no one in Israel heard a Spirit of the 

                                 kind now given.




b. The departure of Jesus is the condition for the Spirit 

                                  to be given. This departure is an exaltation into the 

                                 divine mystery, a passage from this world to the 

                                 Father, a divinizing transformation in death.




c. The place where he flows is the Body of Jesus. A 

                                  tempestuous fountain will flow from his side once 

                                 Christ wholly inhabits his Father.


4. The heavenly waters of which God alone is the source are 

                        born in this world in a man: this statement is revolutionary, it 

                        presupposes a man assumed into God even his body.




a. The flowing of blood and water from the side of Christ 

                                  is the climax of the Gospel in which the whole mystery 

                                  of faith is revealed.




b. Blood and water have the value of symbols. The blood 

                                 designates man as a victim of violence. Water is a 

                                 heavenly principle and the gift of eternal life.




c. Both of these symbolize the pierced Christ and the 

                                 Spirit who flows from his side.




d. Blood is mentioned first because before the fountain 

                                  is Christ who mediates him.


5. The Spirit is the inwardness of God, he rises forcefully from 

                        the depths. He flows from Christ’s side from his human body, 

                        presenting the paradox that the Spirit of God is present to 

                        mankind in the body of a human being.




a. The focal point of this welling up is in this body as it is 

                                  immolated.



b. As Jesus gave up his Sprit, he sent forth his Spirit. 

                                 At this moment, all is accomplished, the work is 

                                 finished.


6. In order that the Spirit may be dispersed through the world 

                        as he lives in God, infinite love, it was necessary that in the 

                        death of Christ, God should enter the world as infinite love.




a. The mystery of the glorious cross is the mystery of 

                                  the Trinity aligning itself with the world.




b. The Father was entirely involved in creation when he 

                                   did not spare his Son, when in his Son he did not spare 

                                   himself.




c. God reveals himself as Father for man’s benefit, he 

                                  begets him by giving him up for men. 




d. But it is the Spirit who is the love of the Father, it is 

                                  through him that he begets his son, it is he who in the 

                                  death of Jesus, comes into the world.


7. As regards Jesus, he in his turn accepts death no longer to

                        exist except through his Father, he accepts without reserve 

                        to be the Son.




a. The death of Jesus is a Passover, the powerful passage 
                                 from this world to the Father in which Jesus becomes 
                                 with the whole of humanity, the Son who is with the 

                                 Father.



b. The death of Jesus is the fullness of the holy Spirit 

                                  now within creation.




c. The Spirit who flows out in the death of Jesus is 

                                  therefore truly the Spirit of the Father in his 

                                   Fatherhood and the Spirit of the Son in his Sonship.



8. It is through his wounded body that Christ is in touch with 

                        human beings: in order to become in his body the source of 

                        the Spirit it was necessary for Jesus to be born of the 

                        Father even in his Body- which previously was earthly and 

                        fashioned in the likeness of sinful flesh.




a. It is from his open heart that the waters flow, for the 

                                 Spirit has his source in the heart, where Christ is most 

                                 fully himself, that is in the depths of his person in his 

                                  relationship with the Father.




b. From then on we can ay that the heart of Christ is the 

                                  heart of the world and here it is that the Spirit of 

                                  God flows, in whom the world lives and breathes.


9. The spirit of God is in very truth his Spirit, the Spirit who is 

                        at his service.




a. A man has become Lord of the Spirit through the 

                                 Spirit himself in whom he was raised to life: the one 

                                 who is gift makes of Christ the giver.




b. The spirit is at the root of the lordship of Christ Lord 

                                  of the Spirit.

H. The Spirit, witness to Jesus



1. John’s Gospel introduces an original insight into Pneumatology; 

                       for him the Spirit plays the part of witness to Jesus.




a. John the Baptist was the first, followed by God the 

                                 Father. From Easter on the Holy Spirit assumes this 

                                 role.




b. The Mystery of the trinity is within the world.


2. Jesus found no human advocate in this world. The one witness 

                        was the Holy Spirit who refuted the world by educating its 

                        conscience.




a. He proves that sin and lies belong to this world




b. In the strength of the Spirit God raises Christ to life, 

                                  reversing the significance of his death not only in 

                                  Jesus but in human thought.



3. The Spirit bears witness in various ways:




a. He proclaims the resurrection through the mouths of 

                                  the Apostles




b. The testimony of the Apostles, intended for all, 

                                   proclaims the salvific Lordship of Jesus.




c. The Paraclete testifies in favor of Jesus because he is 

                                  the Spirit of truth.




d. The role of the Spirit would be to recall everything 

                                  and to interpret Jesus, to lead to the complete truth.


4. The Spirit is not presented as Light, but as one who leads to 

                        the Light; it recognizes in him the role of discovering the 

                        truth, of leading to it.




a. The Spirit is action, he is revelation; without being the 

                                  light, he enables us to perceive it.




b. The Spirit is the truth because it is he who 

                                  communicates it


5. He enables us to know the mystery because he enables us to

                        be united with it; he teaches according to his nature, which is 

                        to be charity relationship, divine inwardness communicating 

                        itself.




a. The Light is Christ, but it remains invisible without this 

                                  witness.




b. We have access to the Son by being united with his 

                                  life, that of the Spirit.

