Summary of Marialis Cultus

I. The Virgin Mary and the Liturgy of the Church
1. Mary and the Liturgical Seasons

                 
a. During Advent there are many liturgical references to Mary
                             besides the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.     

                            Such liturgical references are found especially on the days 
                            from December 17-24 and the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
                         b. On the Solemnity of the Birth of Christ, the Church both 
                             adores the Savior and venerates His glorious mother.

                         c. On the Epiphany, when she celebrates the universal call to 
                              salvation, the Church contemplates the Blessed Virgin, 
                              true Seat of Wisdom and true Mother of the King, who 
                              presents to the Wise men for their adoration the 
                              Redeemer of all people.

d. On the Feast of the Holy Family, the Church meditates with
     profound reverence upon the  Holy Life led in the house of
     Nazareth.

                        e. The Feast of Mary the Mother of God s meant to 
                            commemorate the part played by Mary in the Mystery of 
                            salvation. It also meant to exalt the singular dignity that 
                            this mystery brings to the Holy Mother through whom we 
                            were found worthy to receive the Author of Life.

                         f. The Feast of the Annunciation has been restored as a 
                             joint one of Christ and the Blessed Virgin: the Word who 
                              becomes Son of Mary and the Virgin who becomes 
                             Mother of God.

2.Particular Marian Feasts
a. The feast of the Assumption:.

b. Birth of Mary: Sept 8

c. Visitation: May 31

    d. Our Lady of Sorrows: Sept 15

e. Feast of the Presentation: Feb 2. It is a celebration of the mystery of salvation accomplished by Christ.

     f. Our Lady of Lourdes: Feb 11

     g. Dedication of St. Mary Major: Aug 5

     h. Our Lady of Mount Carmel: July 16

      i. Our Lady of the Rosary: Oct. 7
      j. Feast of the Presentation of Mary: Nov. 21

3. The Virgin Mary in the Church’s Liturgical books

a. There are also the Saturday commemorations of the Blessed Mother.

b. The Eucharistic Prayers of the Missal contain a significant 
    commemoration of the Blessed Virgin. 
c. In the Lectionary, there is a larger number of OT and NT readings concerning the Virgin Mary.

d. The Liturgy of the Hours contains outstanding examples of Devotion to the Mother of our Lord. They are to be found in the hymns and the Patristic writings.

4. Marian Invocations

The Church invokes Mary the Mother of grace on these occasions:

a. Before immersing candidates in the waters of Baptism.

b. To intercede for Mothers who come to the Church to 
    express their joy of motherhood.

c. As the model of those who follow Christ by embracing the 
    religious life.

d. To intercede for the dead.

                    e. To comfort those who mourn and are sorrowful. 
II. The Blessed Virgin as the Model of the Church in Divine 
     Worship

A. Marian Qualities of the Church

1. Mary is a model of the spiritual attitude with which the Church celebrates and lives the divine mysteries.

a. She is an exemplar of that interior disposition with which the Church, the Beloved Spouse, closely associated with her Lord, invokes Christ and through him worships the Eternal Father.
2. Mary is the attentive Virgin who receives the Word of God with Faith, that faith which in her case was the gateway and path to divine motherhood.

a. It was faith with which she meditated upon these events in her heart.

b. The Church acts this way in the Liturgy when with faith she listens, accepts, proclaims and venerates the Word of God, distributes it to the faithful as the Bread of Life and in light of it interprets the signs of the times.

3. Mary is also the Virgin in Prayer. She appears as such in the visit to the Mother of John the Baptist, when she pours out her soul in expressions glorifying God and expressions of humility, faith and hope.

a. In fact, Mary’s hymn, the Magnificat has become the prayer of the Church for all ages.

b. At Cana, Mary appears at prayer when she told her Son of a temporal need and obtained an effect of grace.

c. The last description of Mary’s life in Acts presents her as praying.

4. Mary is also the Virgin-Mother, she who believing and obeying brought forth on earth the Father’s Son.

a. This was a miraculous motherhood, set up by God as the type and exemplar of the fruitfulness of the Virgin Church, which herself becomes a mother.

b. The former (Mary) carried life in her womb; the latter (Church) bears life in the waters of Baptism. 

5. Mary is the Virgin Presenting offerings. She has noted the continuity of the fundamental offering that the Incarnate Word made to the Father when he entered the world.

a. The union of the Mother and Son in the work of redemption reaches it climax on Calvary, where Christ offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to God.

B. Marian Attitude of the Church
1.The Church expresses in various effective attitudes of devotion the many relationships that bind her to Mary:

a. The profound veneration of the singular dignity of the 
     virgin who became Mother of the incarnate Word.

b. In burning love when she considers the spiritual 
     motherhood of Mary towards all members of the mystical 
     body.

c. In trusting invocation
d. In loving service, when she sees in the humble handmaid 
     the Queen of Mercy and the Mother of Grace.

e. In zealous imitation, when she contemplates the holiness 
     of the one who is full of grace.

f. In profound wonder when she sees her as a faultless 
    model, that which she herself wholly desires and hope to 
    be.

g. In attentive study, when she recognizes in the associate 
    of the Redeemer the prophetic fulfillment of her own 
    future.

III. The Relationship of the Virgin Mary to Jesus Christ, the
        Holy Trinity and the Human Person
1. Trinitarian:
a. Christian worship is offered to the Father through the 
   Son in the Holy Spirit. In the Virgin Mary, everything is 
    relative to Christ and dependent upon him. 

b. It was with a view toward Christ that the Father from all 
     eternity chose her to be the all-holy Mother and adorned 
     her with gifts of the Spirit granted to no one else.

c. It seems particularly in conformity with the spiritual
    orientation of our time that is dominated and absorbed by 
    the question of Christ, that in the expression of devotion     

    to the Virgin the Christological aspect should have 
    particular prominence.

2. Christology: 
a. It will contribute to the increasing of worship due to 
   Christ himself since what is given to the handmaid is 
    referred to the Lord; thus what is given to the Mother 
    redounds to the Son.

3. Ecclesiology: 

a. The Faithful will be able to appreciate Mary’s mission in 
    the mystery of the Church if the Church is seen as the 
     Family of God, the People of God, the Kingdom of God and 
     the Mystical Body of Christ.

b. This will bring to the faithful a deeper realization of the
    brotherhood that unites all of them as sons and daughters 
    of the Virgin Mary, who with a mother’s love has 
    cooperated in their rebirth and spiritual formation.

c. They will also realize that both the Church and Mary
    collaborate to give birth to the Mystical Body of Christ 
    since both of them are the Mother of Christ, but neither 
    brings forth the whole body independently of the other.

      d. The action of the Church is an extension of the concern 
           of Mary.  The love of Mary shown at the home of 
           Nazareth, with Elizabeth at Cana and Calvary finds its 
           extension in the Church’s maternal concern that all men 
           should come to the knowledge of the truth.

             e. Love for the Church will become love for Mary and vice 
                 versa, since one cannot exist without the other. The 
                 Church therefore cannot be referred to as such unless 
                 it includes Mary the Mother of our Lord together with 
                 his brethren.

     4. Theological Anthropology
              a. The Virgin Mary has always been proposed to the 
                  Faithful of the Church as an example to be imitated, 
                  not precisely in the type of life she led, but as an 
                  example for the way in which she accepted the will  of 
                  God, heard the word of God and acted upon it. She is 
                  the first and most perfect disciple.
b. Images of Mary found in popular writings are often not
     connected with the Gospel nor with the doctrinal data 
     which have been made explicit through a slow and 
     conscientious process of drawing from Revelation.
      c. Our own time is called upon to verify its knowledge of 
          reality with the Word of God and compare its 
          anthropological ideas and problems from them with the 
          figure of Mary presented in the Gospel. The Blessed 
          virgin does not disillusion the profound expectations of 
          people of our time, but offers them the perfect model of 
          the disciple who builds up the earthly and temporal city 
       while the diligent pilgrim to the heavenly and eternal city.

IV. The Virgin Mary and Religious Devotion: 

1. Devotion of the Rosary in general:
a. The Gospel inspiration of the Rosary has appeared more 
     clearly: The Rosary draws from the Gospel the 
     presentation of the Mysteries and its main formulas.

     b. The Rosary puts us before the fundamental mystery of 
         the Gospel- the Incarnation of the Word, contemplated at 
         the decisive moment of the Annunciation to Mary.

     c. The Rosary reflects the way in which the Word of God 
            mercifully entering into human affairs brought about 
            redemption.

2. Gospel centered Prayer:

        a.  The litany-like succession of Hail Mary’s becomes in 
             itself an unceasing praise of Christ who is the ultimate 
             object of both the Angel’s announcement and of the 
             greeting of Elizabeth.

        b. The element of contemplation is very important to this 
             devotion. without this the Rosary is a body without a 
             soul and its recitation is in danger of becoming a 
             mechanical repetition of formulas and going counter to 
             the teaching of Christ.
         c. By its nature, the rosary calls for a lingering pace and 
             quiet rhythm, helping the individual to meditate on the 
             mysteries of the Lord’s life as seen through the eyes 
             of her who was closest to the Lord.

3. Relationship to the liturgy:

               a. The Rosary is an exercise of piety that draws its 
                    motivating force from the liturgy and leads 
                    naturally back to it, if practiced in conformity with 
                    its original inspiration. It does not, however, become 
              part of the liturgy.

         b. It can be an excellent preparation for the celebration 
             of those same mysteries in the liturgical action and can 
             also become a continuing echo of it.

V. The Importance of Devotion

1. The Church’s norm of faith requires that her norm of prayer should everywhere blossom forth with regard to the Mother of Christ. Such devotion is firmly rooted in the revealed word and has solid dogmatic foundations.

a. This devotion takes into account the part she played in 
    the decisive moments in the history of salvation which her 
    Son accomplished and her holiness, already full at her 
    Immaculate Conception yet increasing as she obeyed the 
    will of the Father and accepted the path of suffering.

b. It recalls Mary’s mission and the special position she holds 
     within the People of God, of which she is a preeminent 
      member.

          c. It recalls her unceasing and efficacious intercession that 
             draws her close to those who ask her help, including those 
             who do not realize they are her children.

2. The Blessed Virgin’s role as Mother leads the People of God to turn with filial confidence to her who is ever ready to listen with a Mother’s affection and efficacious assistance.

              a. She who is free from sin leads her children to combat 
                  sin with energy and resoluteness.
              b. Her exemplary holiness encourages the faithful to raise 
                  their eyes to Mary who shines forth before the whole 
                  community of the elect as a  model of the virtues.

3. Devotion to the Mother of the Lord becomes for the faithful an opportunity for growing in divine grace, and this is the ultimate aim for all pastoral activity.

a. It is divine grace that takes possession of the whole man and conforms him to the image of the Son of God.
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