Chapter 14 Virtue

   A. Procedure


1. Virtue belongs to the subjective rather than the objective order of 
               morality. 



a. It concerns repeated actions rather than singular ones.
   B. Habit


1. Aristotle refers to habit as a quality of a person and a lasting 

              disposition.


2. St. Thomas: It is a disposition according to which that which is 

              disposed is either well or ill-disposed and either in itself or with 

              reference to something else.




a. Entative habits: The habits of being such as strength, health, 

                        beauty, etc.



b. Operative habits: The habits of acting which expresses a 

                        tendency in ourselves through repeated acts.


3. The nature of human development



a. Human beings are born with a nature endowed with certain 

                        powers of acting. When we do a thing, we find it easier to 

                        repeat the action in the same way.



b. It is an actualization of our potencies, but it is midway 

                       between bare potency and full act. Once we have learned 
                       something and gained a level of mastery over it, when we are 

                       not doing it, we still posses the potency to do it.


c. Habit does not give us the motive to do something- we get that 

                        from our nature. Rather, habit enables us to do something 

                        more readily and easily. This is why habit is sometimes referred 

                       to as a “second nature.”



d. By acting repeatedly, we acquire the habit and the habit now 

                        acquired tends to manifest itself in acts.


4. Habits are typically human things. Man has a nature plastic enough to 

              be molded in various ways.



a. By his free choice, he can do the molding himself to some 

                        extent and his environment will do the rest.



b. Habits are channels into one’s nature until the person’s natural 

                        temperament is carved out into the thing called character.


5. While all habits are acquired, they greatly differ in the amount of 

               effort needed for their development. 


a. The intellectual habit of first principles is virtually in the mind 

                        at the start.


b. Other habits grow by painstaking and persistent practice and              

                         must be exercised to stay at the peak of efficiency.



c. Bad habits result from the defective development of our 

                        abilities.



d. Some habits develop no ability, but create a tendency to 

                        repetition. One can begin to fall into them inadvertently.



e. Some habits develop from building up in oneself an organic 

                        craving.


f. Some forms of routine are called customs and they require a 

                       voluntary action each time.


6. Habits are useful servants, but they have a tendency to enslave us.



a. Instead of our habits serving us, we can also fall into serving 

                        them.

   C. Virtue


1. A habit that perfects our nature taken completely and are good 

              habits of conduct and living are called virtues.



a. For Socrates, virtue is knowledge and ignorance is vice.



b. Virtue can be taught because it is knowledge that can be 

                        learned and mastered.


2. If knowledge is virtue and vie is ignorance, then no one does wrong 

              voluntarily.



a. Plato argues that no man voluntarily pursues evil because it is 

                        not in our human nature to do so.



b. Aristotle sees it differently. For him the exercise of the virtues 

                        is concerned with means. Therefore it is in our power to act 

                        virtuously or viciously.

3. If knowledge were perfect and our appetites were under the control 

              of reason, the Plato would be correct.



a. A vicious act requires some voluntary clouding of knowledge, a 

                        willful refusal at the moment of acting to use the knowledge 

                        we have.



b. One seeks evil not for itself, but rather for some good found 

                        with it or through it.


4. Human beings have the necessity of training the other parts of our 

              being to be subject to reason.



a. For the virtuous person, the appetites and passions are well 

                        ordered under reason and execute their proper ends.



b. For the vicious man, the appetites and passions are an unruly 

                        mob, totally out of control.



c. Knowledge must also combine with right action to make the 

                        person virtuous.

   D. Intellectual Virtues

1. Three virtues of the speculative intellect are concerned with the 

              contemplation of the truth.



a. Understanding: Habitual knowledge of primary self-evident first 

                        truths that are at the root of all knowledge.


b. Science: Conclusions drawn from demonstrations based on first 

                        principles.



c. Wisdom: knowing things relationally and organically united 

                        under one body of truth.


2. Two virtues of the practical intellect:



a. Art: How to make and produce external objects.



b. Prudence: knowing how to direct actions and things in order to 

                        achieve their true and rational end.

   E. Moral Virtues


1. These good habits in the appetitive part of the soul, directing the 

              will’s activity and governing the passions of the sense appetite.



a. They enable us to know what to do and how to do it.



b. They assist us in doing it. It consists in hitting the means 

                        between excess and defect.


2. Virtue is a habit of choosing the mean between the extremes of 

              excess and defect in action and it is determined by reason guided by 

              the intellectual virtue of prudence.



a. Virtue aims us at our end and must neither overshoot nor fall 

                        short of that mark.



b. The golden mean is relative to us for what is the right amount 

                        for one may be too much or too little for the other.



c. Though virtue is a mean between extremes, the virtue is not to               

                        be practiced moderately, but fully.

   F. Cardinal Virtues

1. The four cardinal virtues are the “hinges” upon which the other 

               virtues swing.




a. As existing in a consideration of reason itself, there is 

                        prudence.



b. As reason puts its order into something else, into operations, 

                        there is justice.



c. As reason puts its order into the passions, there is temperance, 

                        which is a curbing of the passions which tend to thwart reason.



d. When the passions withdraw us from following the dictates of 

                        reason, then he must be strengthened to carry out its dictates 

                        with fortitude.


2. Virtue of Prudence: Right judgment


a. It chooses the right means to worthy ends. It is impossible to 

                        have prudence without the moral virtues and vice versa.



b. Whenever a general rule of conduct must be applied to a 

                        concrete case prudence is called for.



c. Prudence does not consist in a single prudent decision, but is 

                        the acquired habit of always or nearly always using the right 

                        means to good ends.



d. Lesser virtues related to prudence are memory, foresight, 

                        docility, caution.


e. Vices connected to prudence are negligence, inconsideration, 

                        recklessness and stubbornness.


3. Virtue of Temperance: It moderates the two main human drives, 

              toward self-preservation and race-preservation.



a. Temperance doe not mean total abstinence.



b. Since most persons are inclined to an excess in pleasure, the 

                        mean is usually short of one’s desire and closer to the side of 

                        restraint.



c. It contains subordinate virtues of sobriety, chastity and 

                        continence.



d. It regulates self esteem with humility; anger with meekness; 

                        ones appearance with modesty.



e. Defects in temperance are pride, vanity, cruelty, gluttony, 

                        lust.



f. Too much restraint is sullenness, moroseness, stolidity and 

                        insensibility.


4. Virtue of Fortitude: It is a habit of self-mastery. Courageous people 
              act from a rational motive in which one appreciates the danger while 
              counting it to be a lesser evil.



a. It enables us to overcome our abhorrence for death and lesser 

                        evils, when it is reasonable to do so.



b. It frees us from slavery to fear.



c. It implies patience, perseverance and constancy, as well as 
                        magnificence and magnanimity



d. Defects of fortitude are cowardice, weakness, timidity and 

                        impatience.


5. Virtue of Justice: The obligation to give that which is due to the 

              other. It also regulates the governance of one’s will when dealing 

              with another person.



a. Legal Justice (General justice): The debt of the individual to 

                        the community fulfilled by obeying its laws.



b. Distributive Justice: The debt of the community to the 

                        individual. It requires a fair and proper distribution of public 

                        benefits and burdens among the members of the community.



c. Commutative Justice: It is a contract entered into between two 

                        equal individuals. It is the most strict of the forms of justice.
