Chapter Nine
Mary Ever-Virgin

I. Introduction


A. Virginal Motherhood



1. Mary’s motherhood is totally exceptional, miraculous and 

                       unrepeatable because it is a virginal motherhood.

a. It is a divine motherhood because the virginity gave 

     birth to the Second Person of the Holy Trinity.



2. Pope John Paul II




a. It is something that affects her feelings, affections, 

                                  thoughts and also her bodies.

b. It is a real, not metaphorical virginity. It affects not 

     only her soul but her body.

c. In a virginal way, there was born of Mary a holy body 

     animated by a rational soul, to which the Word was 

     hypostatically joined.

II. Theological meaning of Mary’s virginity

A. Two understandings of virginity

 
1. Scientific: the physical integrity of the person who has not 

              had sexual intercourse.


2. New Testament: this involves the total self-giving of the 

              person- body and soul, mind and heart to Jesus Christ.



a. It is not an imposition, but a prior calling and election 

                        that consecrates the person to the service of God

B. Aspects of virginity

1. Physical virginity: This inviolate integrity is the material 

   element in virginity and essential.

2. Virginity of soul: This is the conscious, free decision to 

     belong exclusively to God and to avoid anything that may 

     threaten perfect chastity.


a. Mary’s entire spiritual and psychic energy she gave to 

                                 God and her commitment to the mission God planned 

                                 for her and to doing his will was so absolute that there 

                                 was no trace of division in her heart.




b. This self-giving constitutes the formal and intentional 

                                  element in virginity.




c. Physical integrity has to be the conservation of 

                                  virginity of soul: the latter is what gives the meaning 

                                  value and merit to physical virginity.



3. Catholic doctrine quite definitively includes the physical 

                         dimension.

C. Absolute truth on Mary’s virginity

1. The absolute and perpetual physical integrity of the Blessed 

    Virgin.

2. Her virginity of soul: her soul’s full and exclusive spousal 

    union with the Lord.

3. The dogma implies the following:


a. Mary conceived miraculously and virginally by the 
              almighty power of God which meant that Jesus has no 

              human father.

b. She gave birth without losing her virginity


c. After the birth of Christ, she remained a virgin for 

             the rest of her life on earth.

III. Scriptural Basis for Virginity

A. Old Testament

1. Isaiah 7:14: The verb shall conceive and shall bear have the 

     same subject, the virgin.

a. For many this supports both virginal conception and 

                                      birth.

B. New Testament

1. Matthew: He expressly tells us the way Jesus was conceived.

a. The conception took place solely by the action of the Holy Spirit. (Ante-partum)

b. He also connects it with Isaiah

2. Luke: The Annunciation

a. 1:34: Mary reveals her form resolution to keep her virginity consecrated to God. If this was prior to birth, it can be assumed that she would keep her sanctified virginity

b. 1:35: Jesus will be born holy, ie. Without bloodshed. Thus the angel announces the virgin birth

3. John

a. 1:13: Prologue “who was born not of blood nor of the 

                                      will of the flesh, nor the will of man, but God.” This 

                                      describes the manner in which the Word took flesh 

                                      in Mary.

b. 19:25: Mary had no other Son, so Jesus entrusted 
     her to John the beloved disciple. It is an implicit 

     proof of her virginity.
C. Exegetical Difficulties

1. Joseph, Father of Jesus: The NT texts show the true legal 

    fatherhood of Joseph and the impression of the people 

    around. Luke adds “… as was supposed.” In describing 

    Joseph’s fatherhood. 

2. Passages contrary to virginity

a. “Before they came together…” This has a conjugal 

      meaning. It shows that Jesus was virginally 

      conceived, but says nothing about their later life. 

      Scripture relates what did not happen rather than 

      what did.

b. “… until she bore a son.” It does not imply that anything happened later.

c. “First-born son.” This is a technical Jewish legal term 

    that des no imply that there were other children 

    after Jesus.

3. Brothers and sisters of Jesus

a. The word for brother really describes various degrees 

    of familial relationships. 

b. The greek used two words “adelphos” and ”anepaios,” 

    but the Evangelists constantly used adelphos.

c. It is never said that the brethren were children of 

    Mary’s

d. James and Joses are sons of Mary the wife of Clopas

