Chapter Seven
Mary in the Writings of St. John

I. Introduction


A. Purpose of the Gospel



1. All the events and miracles in John are signs which reveal the 

                       divinity of Jesus and bear witness to his redemptive mission.




a. Jesus’ discourses are often associated with some 

                                  miracle.




b. They reveal the profound truths that the marvels 

                                  contain- the marvels that are signs of transcendent 

                                  realities.



2. John tries to capture through faith the profound complete 

                        meaning he has found in the historical events involving Jesus 

                        of Nazareth.




a. Johannine symbolism is the profound theological 

                                 dimension of real events. It presupposes historical 

                                 realism.

II. Prologue of the Gospel of John


A. Divisions of the Prologue



1. Preexistence of the Logos  (1-5)



2. Coming of the Logo into the world (6-13)



3. Incarnation of the Word and its salvific 

                        significance (14-16, 18)


B. Preexistence of the Logos



1. (1-2) The Logos is the person connecting him with the Father, 

                        saying that the Logos is divine.




a. (v3) The act of creation is attributed to the Logos. All 
                                  existence is dependent on the eternal existence of the 

                                  Word.



b. (v4-5) The Logos is related to mankind by giving life to 

                                  man; the Word is God because only God can give life.


C. Coming of the Logos into the world



1. (v6-8) John the Baptist is the pre-cursor of the Word.




a. John was a human person




b. John as sent by God




c. His role is to bear witness to the Messiah.



2. (v9-11) Manifestation of the Logos




a. The Logos comes into the world and it does not 

                                  recognize or accept him.




b. The world is mankind



3. (v12-13) Divine filiation: The Logos grants divine filiation to 

                         those who receive and believe him.




a. Not born of blood, but begotten by God: This seems to 

                                 support not only the virginal conception, but the virgin 

                                 birth.


D. Mariological importance of the Prologue



1. The Prologue does not provide a historical account of either 

                        the conception of birth of Jesus.




a. However, it informs the reader that the Son assumed a 

                                 human nature through a virginal conception and birth.




b. It is said without a shadow of a doubt that the Son of 

                                 God was born of a woman. Mary’s divine Motherhood is 

                                 implied.




c. Mary, who is Mother of the Word Incarnate must play 

                                  a part through her divine motherhood in the divine 

                                 filiation of Christians. Hence it implies Mary’s spiritual 

                                 motherhood
III. Wedding at Cana


A. Inaugural Week of Jesus’ ministry



1. John never calls Mary by name but always the Mother of 

                       Jesus to focus on her active role in the work of her Son.



a. This is the same reason Jesus calls Mary “Woman,”

                                  giving preference to her more universal and 

                                  representative role.

2. Mary’s statement is a refined request which expects her Son 

                        to take some action. The statement has two meanings:




a. Basic information about a situation.




b. If an abundance of wine was the prophetic herald of 

                                  the new covenant, then a lack of wine implies the Old 

                                  Law is incapable of saving the chosen people.




c. Mary represents the remnant that expresses its 

                                  indigence and poverty and has recourse to God’s mercy.



3. Jesus’ response: What to Me and to you? Two views



a. One view implies opposition or disagreement between 

                                 the parties in conversation.




b. Another view denotes a certain disagreement or 

                                  difference of opinion on a particular subject.




c. Jesus is on another level than Mary and is looking at it 

                                 from another angle.




d. The hour is the moment of truth; the messianic 

                                  manifestation of Jesus.




e. Others disagree that Jesus is asking Mary about the 

                                  beginning of his hour. In this sense, Jesus can only say 

                                  that his hour has not yet come because it is the time 

                                  of his glorification- the cross.


B. Marian Dimension of the Sign



1. The bridegroom of Cana is replaced by Jesus; on a plane 

                        different from the marriage, the bride’s role is to be taken 

                        by Mary.




a. Jesus and Mary become the spiritual bridegroom and 

                                 bride of the Messianic wedding.



2. Mary’s is Christ’s cooperator in the performance of the sign




a. She moves quickly to remedy a natural need.




b. Her motherly solicitude opens itself to man and her 

                                  behavior implicitly reveals her spiritual motherhood.




c. Mary invites the servants to actively believe in her            

                                  Son. 

IV. Mary at the Foot of the Cross


A. Jesus’ “Hour” (chapter 19)


1. (v 16,19) Sentence of death and title on the cross 



a. (v18) Crucifixion between two thieves 



b. (v23,24) Distribution of Jesus garments




c. (v25-27) Jesus’ words to Mary and John




d. (v28-29) Offering of Vinegar




e. (v30) Death of Jesus




f. (v34) Piercing and open side


B. Mary at the center of the Passion



1. All the Gospels have women present at the crufixion




a. Synoptics: the women watch from afar and three are 

                                  named.




b. John: there are only three and they are named and at 

                                  the foot of the cross.



2. Literal sense




a. Jesus provides for his Mother by entrusting her to 

                                  John.



3. Soteriological meaning:




a. Jesus refers to Mary as woman, thus placing himself 

                                 above a filial relationship.




b. Mary is the woman who plays a part in the fulfillment 

                                  of Jesus’ messianic role. She is the personification and 

                                  image of the Daughter of Zion.




c. Both times that Jesus addresses Mary as woman is in 

                                 the context of his “hour.”

C. Meaning of Behold

1. In John it introduces statements of profound transcendental 

             theological meaning.



a. It establishes Mary’s motherhood of the human race.


2. Beloved disciple



a. Since Irenaeus, this disciple has been associated with 

                        John.



b. Others say that it is a real person, but not the Apostle



c. Some think the disciple is a symbolic personification of 

                        the disciples faithful to the Lord.



d. Bastero is inclined to identify the Beloved Disciple 

                        with John.


3. Role reversal



a. Instead of Mary being entrusted to John, Jesus is 

                        entrusting John to Mary because he speaks to her 

                        first.


b. It denotes a mission closely connected with the 

                        redemptive work that the Lord was on the verge of 

                        fulfilling.



c. The Greek does not mean “look after her,” but take a 

                        personal action.



d. The Mother of Jesus is taken by the disciple into an 

                         interior space already made for him by his 

                         relationship with Jesus.




e. John receives her as his Mother in faith and comes to 

                        be one of the good things given to him by Jesus.

D. Marian significance


1. Double Marian dimension



a. In a direct individual way Jesus gives Mary as a Mother 

                        to the Beloved disciple. The motherly task of Mary 

                        extends to all Christ’s disciples. John is the 

                        personification of the perfect disciple.



b. There is an ecclesiological meaning. Mary is the 

                        historical realization of the Daughter of Zion, a figure 

                        symbolizing Israel on to whom the prophets projected 

                        the Messianic hope of survival.



c. In this meaning Mary becomes both Mother and Image 

                        of the Church for there is no contradiction in saying 

                        that Mary is at the same time image of the Church and 

                        Mother of the Church. This is rooted in Mary’s 

                        spiritual motherhood.

V. Woman of the Apocalypse

A. Meaning of the Book of Revelation


1. It tells the history of the Church in the world, dividing

              it into seven periods, the last of which is the 1000 

              year reign of Christ.

2. It is a symbolic account of the history of the author’s 

              own time. It simply describes the persecution of the 

              Church by the Romans and the Jews.


3. It is a prediction about the last days and the 

               phenomena that will occur.


4. It is a theological interpretation of history, stressing 

              the transcendental dimension. John tells is about the 

              early Church as well as what will happen in the Last 

              Days.



a. It is a book on consolation for Christians 

                        persecuted by the Romans as well as a hymn in 

                        praise of hope- the Risen Christ is a faithful 

                        witness.

B. Revelation 12


1. Meaning



a. It is a recapitulation where what was covered in 

                        chapters 4-20 is something that has already 

                        happened.



b. Others see it a the next stage in a progression in 

                        which further events are described that takes place 

                        after the other.


2. Division of Revelation 12



a. (v1-6) Presentation of the Woman, male child and the 

                       dragon.



b. (v7-13) War between Michael and the Dragon and the 

                        outcome



c. (v14-17) Woman’s flight into the desert pursued by 

                        the dragon.

C. Interpretation


1. (v5) Male child refers to a collectivity, not an individual, but 

              it is also clearly messianic. There are in fact two levels to be 

              examined:



a. The Messiah



b. The people born on a single day.


2. The birth refers to the Paschal Mystery, whereby Christ is 

              enthroned in glory.


D. The Dragon: The personification of God’s enemy who seeks to wipe 

     out the Christian community. It would have a two-fold significance:


1. Roman Empire in the form of a particular Emperor


2. The oppression of the early Church by Satan



a. The text identifies the Dragon as the serpent from 

                        Genesis.


3. There are four phases in the war between the devil and the 

              Messiah:



a. The Dragon tries to devour the Child, but the child is 

                        carried up into the throne of God.



b. Battle of the armies of Satan and Michael. Michael 

                        casts them down to earth.



c. There is the War on earth waged between the Dragon 

                        and the woman.



d. Dragon’s battle on earth is against the woman’s 

                        offspring.

E. The Woman clothed with the Sun


1. The woman stands for the Church of the OT and NT.



a. The image is evocative of the people of Israel which 

                        makes its way to the Messianic age and the Church who 

                        suffers giving birth to her children.


2. The Woman is also the Mother of the Messiah, the Virgin 
               Mary.


a. The description of the woman and the woman if 

                        Genesis 3:15 also concludes in Mary.


b. Thus the woman fulfills the two personages: Mother of 

                        the Messiah and the child.


3. Various views



a. Double literal meaning to the text with both Mary and 

                        the Church.



b. Mary in the literal sense and the Church in the typical 

                        sense.



c. The only reference is to the Church



d. the Church is explicit and Mary is implicit
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