Chapter Six
Mary in the Writings of St. Luke

I. General Features of St. Luke’s account


A. Diptychs



1. Annunciations of John and Jesus



2. Births of John and Jesus


B. Distinct to Luke



1. Mary visits Elizabeth



2. Child lost in the Temple

II. The Annunciation


A. Setting the scene



1. It occurs six months after Zechariah’s encounter




a. Movement from Temple to simple home




b. Someone in priestly to someone in Davidic family



2. Luke refers to Mary as a Virgin- “Parthenos.”




a. Gabriel appears as an authority to Zechariah, but as a 

                                  messenger to Mary.




b. Instead of men going to God, now God comes to man in 

                                  the Virgin Mary.


B. χaiρε “Hail/Rejoice”



1. This is a Greek form of greeting




a. It is as if Gabriel wants to call to mind the joy and 

                                  gladness expressed in song to greet a saving and 

                                  merciful action of God.




b. This is seen Zephaniah 3:14; Zechariah 9:9; Lam 4:21; 

                                  Joel 2:21.



2. In three of the four, the greeting is addressed to Israel as 

                        Daughter of Zion.




a. connects Luke with Zephaniah and Zechariah



3. Mary is seen by Luke as the true Daughter of Zion. She 

                        represents the true remnant of Israel who is true to God and 

                        through whom God keeps his promise.




a. Chaire is used to express the joy of the coming of the 

                                  Messianic age that has arrived,


C. κεκαριτόμενε “Full of grace”


1. There are two directions to its interpretation:




a. Election or predestination of Mary by God  

                                 (Protestant)




b. Mary is filled with divine favor and all the supernatural 

                                  gifts that it implies.



2. The Catholic view is different in three ways:




a. Grace is not seen form its origin, but its effect on 

                                 Mary.




b. the grace is not motherhood, but a previous grace.




c. She is given this grace with a view to her motherhood.



3. De la Potterie’s conclusions




a. Parallel of Luke 1:28 and Eph 3:1-6 means charis applies 

                                  only to the supernatural and not the profane.




b. Relation of Luke 1:28 and 1:30 that uses certain 

                                  stereotypical expressions.





Stage One: grace received before divine 

                                                          Motherhood





Stage Two: Recognition of Mary’s election by God





Stage Three: fullness of grace flows from divine 

                                                              motherhood.




c. If the angelic greeting is oriented to the later 

                                  message, the greeting contains the fact that Mary will 

                                  give birth in a virginal way.

D. “The Lord is with you”



1. This phrase has an Old Testament ring to it




a. It applies either to the chosen people or a person given 
                                  a particular task or mission.




b. It means not an inner presence of God but rather the 

                                  divine help that the person is given to carry out an 

                                  action.


E. Three stages of motherhood



1. You will conceive in your womb




a. It is a redundancy in meaning




b. The great eschatological aspiration is to be fulfilled.



2. And bear a Son




a. natural process of conception




b. There is no reference to Joseph here



3. And you shall call his name Jesus




a. The Son is totally Mary’s; she will name him.




b. Messianic promises find their fulfillment in Jesus




c. Son of the Most High: the dignity of the messianic 

                                  role. By some it is seen as revealing his divine nature.


F. Mary’s question



1. “I have no husband,” stresses a past and present fact, as well 

                        as a decision about the future.




a. Mary had made a firm resolution to remain a virgin




b. Difficulty with this view is that this type of virginity is 

                                  unknown in Israel.




c. Also, if this is the case, then marriage to Joseph would 

                                 not make sense.




d. Mary and Joseph chose virginity by mutual agreement




e. Luke is reporting an historical event from the 

                                  perspective of apostolic faith. But one cannot conclude 

                                  Mary’s decision.




f. The words are devised by Luke to have the angel give 

                                  an explanation of the fact announced.



2, Reply of the Angel




a. The coming of the Holy Spirit is reminiscent of Genesis



3. The power of the Most High will overshadow you




a. This is the presence “shekinah” which covered the 

                                  Tabernacle will now cover Mary. Mary is the new 

                                  Tabernacle of God, Ark of the Covenant.




b. The title Son of God goes beyond Jewish messianism,

                                  for there was no sense of the Messiah being born 

                                  without a human father.



4. The Fiat




a. Mary gives us a definition of herself. First-Mary; 

                                 Second-full of grace; Third-maidservant of the Lord.




b. She associates herself with the anawim




c. This is an act of faith. She belongs to the weak and 

                                  poor of the Lord and bears the glory of grace that the 

                                  Father has bestowed.

III. The Visitation


A. Connection of John and Jesus



1. Both motherhoods are placed in a Messianic context



2. Mary goes in haste out of a sense of charity for her relative




a. There is a veiled reference to the transfer of the Ark




b. 2 Samuel 6:9-16




c. Luke sees Mary as the true Ark of the Covenant


B. Effects of Mary’s Visitation



1. The child jumped for joy



a. John is cleansed from original sin




b. He received the use of reason to recognize the 

                                  Messiah




c. Indication of the beginning of Messianic times



2. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit




a. All the key figures in Luke are filled with the Holy 

                                 Spirit




b. The coming of the Messianic time, the mark of which is 

                                  the outpouring of the Holy Spirit




c. The people become God’s instruments and prophesy 

                                  under his inspiration



3. Blessed among women



a. This is used to describe Deborah and Judith who were 

                                  used by the Lord to defeat Israel’s enemies.




b. Mary is the Mother of him who will defeat the enemy 

                                  of the chosen people. (Gen 3:15)



4. Mother of my Lord



a. A proclamation of the divine Motherhood




b. The truth about Mary who has become really present 

                                   in the mystery of Christ precisely because she 

                                   believed.




c. Fullness of grace is God’s gift. Mary’s faith responded 

                                  to this gift.

IV. The Magnificat


A. Who says the Magnificat?



1. The question cannot be answered from the internal criticism 

                        of the text.



a. The similarity to the Song of Hannah does not clarify 

                                  it.




b. The weight of the manuscript tradition gives the 

                                   emphasis to Mary.



2. Who is the author of the Magnificat?




a. Mary: devout Jewish women were familiar with OT 

                                  prayers and hymns. Mary is one of the anawim who 

                                  lived in the Messianic times.




b. Luke: The continuous references to the OT does not

                                  make this plausible. Luke could have made use of a pre-

                                  Christian psalm that come out of the ambience of the 

                                  poor of the Lord


B. Magnificat proper



1. Mary’s prayer is not a response to Elizabeth, but addressed 

                       to God



2. Structure




a. A divine intervention is usually followed by a canticle

                                  which sums up the narrative, expresses the feelings of 

                                  the people and moves the events on to a theological 

                                  plane.




b. Motivated praise: Mary’s praise of God arises from the 

                                  reason to give praise.


C. Four parts of the Magnificat


1. (v46-47) Praise of God for his actions





a. Parallelism: soul magnifies and spirit rejoices



2. (v48-49) First reason for praise: Praise in relation to Mary



a. Mary praises God because he has looked upon her




b. Mary will be praised because God has done great things 

                                 for her.



3. (v50-53) Second reason for praise: Praise in relation to the 

                        Poor.




a. It describes God’s actions on the anawim.




b. It moves from the person to the community who have 

                                  links to salvation history and through God become 

                                  those who pass on the grace of the Lord.




c. It is a prophetic prelude to the preaching and life of 

                                 the Lord.



4. (v54-55) Third reason for praise: Praise in relation to Israel




a. The promise made to Abraham has been faithfully kept 

                                  by God ad reach their fulfillment in her.




b. God helps his people who are suffering and eagerly 

                                  desire salvation.

V. The Birth of Jesus


A. Three parts



1. (2:1-5) Description of time and circumstances



2. (2:6-7) Birth of Jesus



3. (2:8-20) Adoration of the Shepherds


B. Part one: Time and circumstances



1. A census was taken in the empire for the purpose of taxes




a. This Lukan inclusion was to explain why Jesus was born 

                                   in Bethlehem.




b. However, it is possible that the census would take 

                                  place in the town of one’s origins.




c. Mary is described as the wife of Joseph


C. Part Two: the Birth of Jesus



1. First born means the same as only begotten. It does not imply 

                       that Mary had other children.






a. Mary’s two actions were to wrap him in swaddling 

                                  clothes and place him in a manger.




b. The simplicity of the account is a manifestation of the 

                                  divine kenosis


D. Part Three: Adoration of the shepherds



1. The structure constitutes a biblical pronouncement



a. (v8) the people involved are given in time and location: 

                                  the lowly.




b. (v9) Presence of the divine messenger and words of 

                                   consolation: the glory of the Lord




c. (v10-11) The message: Cites the beginning of a new era: 

                                 Savior, Christ and Lord.




d. (v12) Signs of the message: Wrapped (Kingship) in a 

                                  manger(Tomb)




e. (v13-14) Action confirming the message: glory to God in 

                                  the highest.



2. This proclamation is about something that has already 

                        Happened




a. The glory expresses honor due to God




b. Peace is the effect that the birth will have on earth



3. Response of the shepherds




a. They quickly go to check the message



b. They promptly obey the revelation




c. They verify the signs announced




d. They tell those present what happened




e. People react in different ways




f. The shepherds return



4. The center is the finding of the Child as the angels predicted




a. Mary’s reaction and that of the ones the shepherds 

                                 told are different




b. Mary’s pondering has an OT parallel to it in wisdom 

                                  literature. Reflecting on memories until they are born 

                                  out in fact.



c. Mary shows herself as the first disciple, anticipating 

                                  the attitude that all Christ’s disciples should have. 
VI. Purification/ Presentation in the Temple


A. Setting



1. Legal framework of ransoming the first born from God. It 

                       cost five shekels.



2. Purification of the Mother: After forty days, she presents 

                        herself to the priest with a lamb. If she is poor, the offering 

                        is two turtledoves.




a. Mary’s purification actually point to the liberation of 

                                 Israel.


B. Simeon



1. He is righteous and devout and one of the anawim




a. The triple mention of the Holy Spirit stresses the 

                                  prophetic character of his words.



2. The two oracles




a. The Messiah’s presence will divide Israel in two. Jesus 

                                   is a sign of God’s closeness, but a contradictory one 

                                   because religious authorities do not recognize him.




b. Mary: Simeon tells Mary what lies ahead of her. The 

                                   “sword” has different meanings:





Mary’s doubts





Mary’s violent death





Mary sharing in Jesus’ passion



3. The announcing of compassion for Simeon is a veiled way of 

                        predicting the passion of her Son, since it is clear that the 

                        main object of the prophecy is the cruel destiny that awaits 

                        the Messiah.

VII. Child lost in the Temple


A. Authenticity questioned



1. In the 19th century, Protestants questions if it actually

                       happened



2. Catholics accept the historicity. It is the conclusion of the 

                        Infancy account that underlies his two central themes: the 

                        Temple and divine filiation


B. Setting



1. It takes place in Jerusalem as they go to fulfill the 

                        prescription of the Law to celebrate Passover.




a. While Jesus was not yet obliged to go to the Temple, it 

                                  was common for devout parents to bring sons at an 

                                  early age.



2. After 8 days in Jerusalem, they would set out for home. 

                        They noticed Jesus missing on the first day and was not 

                        found until the third day.




a. It is seen as an allusion to the resurrection


C. Finding in the Temple



1. Disciples of the teachers often sat and listened to their 

                       instruction.




a. Those who were present were in amazement at Jesus’ 

                                  questions and answers. This anticipates the surprise 

                                  that he preaching will cause




b. It shows Jesus understanding and wisdom



2. Mary and Joseph’s response




a. The word used to express this means “stupefied,” in 

                                  the sense of religious astonishment. Jesus is not 

                                  behaving in a way that they are used to seeing.




b. Jesus answers her in a surprised tone, with a tone of 

                                  reproach in Jesus’ words.




c. Jesus’ statement distinguishes his real divine sonship 

                                 from his supposed human biological sonship to Joseph.




d. Jesus asserts his obligation to give absolute priority to 

                                  the will of the Father

VIII. Mary at the Cenacle (Acts 1:12-13)


A. Linking Mary with the whole Gospel



1. It is only here that Luke addresses Mary’s presence in the 

                       early Christian community.




a. Mary is the Mother who believes and prays




b. In the early Church, Mary is the model, example and 

                                  paradigm for all believers.


2. From the very start of the Church, Mary is present fulfilling 

                        her maternal mission extending the mystery of the 

                        Incarnation into the mystery of the Church.
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