Chapter Five
Mary in the Gospel of Matthew

I. Infancy Gospels


A. Nature of Infancy Narrative



1. Comprises the first two chapters of Matthew and Luke and 

                       presents a type of Prologue to the Life of Christ.




a. Accounts were not written primarily for biographical 

                                  reasons, but theological ones. They have a theological 

                                  purpose, but that does not mean that they are not 

                                  historically accurate.




b. Most believe that Matthew and Luke come from 

                                  distinct sources.


B. Points in common



1. Name of Mary and that she is a Virgin



2. Mary is engaged to Joseph of the House of David.



3. Mary conceived before she lived with Joseph



4. Conception was the action of the Holy Spirit



5. Angels announce the news to Mary and Joseph



6. The name of the child is to be Jesus



7. He is born in Bethlehem



8. The birth occurs after the marriage of Mary and Joseph



9. The events occurred in the reign of King Herod



10. They settled in Nazareth


C. Points of distinction



1. Genealogies differ




a. starting points Abraham and Adam




b. Chapter one and chapter three




c. different name of the father of Joseph




d. different descendant through king David


2. Joseph is protagonist in Matthew


3. Chapter 2 of Matthew is not in Luke




a. Luke describes the birth of John



4. Matthew relates everything in light of OT fulfillment




a. Luke has hymns that express OT Prophecies



5. Matthew: Family settles in Bethlehem and then goes to 

                        Nazareth after Egypt.




a. Luke: They live in Nazareth, go to Bethlehem and 

                                  return.

II. General features of Matthew


A. Focus on Joseph



1. Matthew wants to show that Jesus is the promised Messiah




a. Jesus comes from the house of David through Joseph




b. mysterious birth




c. Jesus is Immanuel



2. OT prophecies find their fulfillment in Jesus




a. Jesus is seen as similar to Moses and Jacob

III. Matthean Genealogy

A. Reasons for the Genealogy



1. Jesus is the Son in which God’s plans finds fulfillment.




a. The appearance of Jesus in history is being compared 

                                  to a new creation of mankind in the world.




b. The entire history of Israel is a preparation for the 

                                  coming of Christ, the only true Messiah.



2. Genealogy contains themes to be found in the rest of the 

                        Gospel




a. Messiah




b. People of God




c. fulfillment of prophecies




d. Son of God




e. Eschatology



3. There are two differences in the genealogy




a. Inclusion of four women




b. break in the rhythm in v 16



4. Inclusion of women




a. There is no clear precedent in the OT




b. Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba shows God’s love for 

                                  sinners. (not commonly accepted)




c. They were included because they were not Jews, thus 

                                  opening the Gospel to the Gentiles. (not commonly

                                  accepted)



5. Most plausible reason




a. The women were the channels for the achievement of 

                                  the Messianic plan. God bestowed favor on Israel 

                                  through these women.




b. Matthew wants to make it clear that Jesus was not the 

                                  biological son of Joseph, but only of Mary.

IV. Conception of Jesus


A. Setting for the birth of Jesus



1. When he describes the birth he uses the word genesis. Jesus’ 

                        generation by the Spirit corresponds to the creative activity 

                        of the Spirit in Genesis.



2. Aspects of Jewish




a. Betrothal (when Jesus’ conception took place)




b. Nuptials (When Mary lives with Joseph)


B. Joseph’s decision over Mary’ pregnancy



1. Suspicion theory: Joseph suspects that Mary committed 

                        Adultery. There is no theological or literary basis for this 

                        position.




a. If Joseph was “just,” Mary would have been stoned

 

2. Reverence theory: Joseph did not know if it would be 

                        appropriate for him to take on a fatherhood that belonged to 

                        God.




a. Joseph gives up Mary out of respect for God’s rights.



3. Innocence theory: He does not doubt Mary’s innocence. He 

                        realizes that something supernatural has occurred.



a. His righteousness consists in not wanting to interfere 

                                  in God’s plans. He does not want to play the father 

                                  when he is not.




b. He wants to take refuge in silence and let God resolve 

                                  the situation.


c. Joseph’s dream with the angel



1. Angel asks Joseph to take Mary as his wife. God wants 
                       Joseph to play a positive role in the life of the child.



a. God wants Jesus to be seen in the genealogy of David.




b. Joseph is established by divine will as Jesus’ father




c. God reveal to Joseph the mystery of the child’s 

                                 conception.



2. Sub theme: Mary’s virginity




a. The messiah has a higher lineage than mere natural 

                                  generation.




b. This is related to Isaiah 7:14




c. Mary is the “parthenos who conceives and gives birth 

                                 to God with us.



3. Joseph’s obedience




a. Joseph’s fiat: He takes Mary as his wife and Jesus as 

                                 his Son.




b. “Until” does not imply that after Jesus’ birth Mary and 
                                   Joseph had marital relations. It simply refers to the 

                                   state of affairs at that time.
V. Adoration of the Magi

A. Background



1. Scene one: 2:1-9  Wise men ask, Herod responds; Micah 

                        prophecy, Herod call the Magi, they leave.



2. Scene two: 2:10-12 Matthew simply reports the event


B. Matthean Sequence



1. Chapter one: Matthew tries to show who Jesus is as well as 

                       his miraculous conception.



2. Chapter two: Matthew sets the event within the historical 

                        times and situation.




a. Jesus is born in Bethlehem of Judea




b. Birth happened in the days of Herod




c. Magi were Zoroastrian priests who focused on 

                                 astrology



d. they came from the East (rising sun)




e. King of the Jews makes the child a threat to Herod



3. We have come to worship him




a. To render homage and behave reverently (cultic 

                                  quality)




b. Herod and all Jerusalem are disturbed (political 

                                   reasons)


C. Matthew’s purpose



1. Matthew does not introduce prophecy in the usual way



2. Jesus Davidic descent is reaffirmed




a. Emphasis is on Jesus’ kingly character




b. Jesus is the Messiah who will shepherd Israel



3. Gifts of the Magi




a. Gold and frankincense are the offerings the 

                                  inhabitants of Sheba will bring to Jerusalem in the 

                                  Messianic age




b. Myrrh is an ingredient in the oil used to anoint kings

VI. Marian Dimension of the adoration of the Magi


A. Significant points



1. Scene is centered in the homage of the wise men to the king 

                       of the Jews.



2. Matthew’s Infancy narrative centers on the account of 

                        Joseph, but he is not there during the visit.


B. Mary as “Gebirah” Queen Mother



1. Matthew associates Mary with the royal role of her Son




a. This is the woman who held second place in the realm 

                                  after the King.




b. Bathsheba is a Marian type



2. With David, Bathsheba is in a servant role, but it is different 

                        with Solomon




a. she crown the new king




b. She gives the king his programmatic name




c. She acts as s symbol of dynastic continuity



d. Mary is the new “Gebriah” of the Messianic kingdom
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