Chapter Four
Mary in the Primitive Kerygma

I. Introduction


A. Early Apostolic proclamation on Mary



1. In the early kerygma, Mary is not seen. The focus is solely on 

                       Jesus.




a. The disciples are Jesus’ witnesses who are sent




b. Neither Mary nor any other woman are charged with 

                                  preaching the Gospel.



2. Mary has no directive role in the new community

II. Kerygmatic passages mentioning Mary


A. Galatians 4:4-5



1. The letter was written around 55 to the Christians of Galatia 

                        to counter the damage being done by Judaizers.




a. Paul presents his credentials as an Apostle- divine 

                                  vocation and solidarity with Peter.




b. Justification is grounded on the promises made to 

                                 Abraham and not on the Law promulgated 430 years 

                                 earlier.




c. The Law served as a teacher up to the coming of 

                                  Christ, but now there is a new regime.



2. Marian reference: “Born of a woman.” There are two kinds of 


              Marian interpretation:




a. It expresses a synthesis of Mary’s virginity, divine 

                                 motherhood and spiritual maternity. The woman is the 

                                 Mother of the Pre-Existing Son.




b. If the submission of the Son to the Law redeems men, 

                                  then the birth of the Word from a woman obtains for 

                                  us divine filiation.




c. Others see Mary’s motherhood stated in the passage, 

                                  but not her virginity. The phrase simply indicates 

                                  Christ’s human condition.


3. Paul seems to see the Word’s mission as coming after his 

                        birth.




a. Birth from a woman is not accidental or secondary, for

                                 that birth makes the fullness of time and the start of 

                                 an eschatological era.




b. The Mother of Christ is closely linked to the history of 

                                  salvation.


B. Mark 3:31-35



1. Mark refers to Mar in 3:31-35. This is the percope of Mary 

                       and his brothers coming to see Jesus, who responds with: who 

                       is my mother?




a. Some see this passage in a negative sense because it 

                                  implies that Mary had defects. There is an opposition 

                                  between Jesus and his family.




b. This is not clear in a grammatical sense. Also the unity 

                                  of the two texts (with 3:30-21) does not describe the 

                                  same scene.



2. Another side of the Patristic tradition views the passage in a 

                        positive light.




a. As one who does the will of the Father, Mary is truly 

                                 Mother.




b. laws of separation: AS Jesus begins his public life, he 

                                  wants to be completely free of blood ties so as to 

                                  make himself totally available to the Father’s will. It is 

                                  stressing the absolute transcendence of the Messiah 

                                  in his salvific mission.


3. Pope John Paul II and Redemptoris Mater




a. The new and different motherhood of which Jesus 
                                  speaks to his disciples refers to Mary precisely in a 

                                  special way. Jesus’ blessings refers to her



b. Mary is worthy of blessing not only because she is the 

                                  Mother of Jesus according to the flesh, but also 

                                  because she accepted the Word of God, was obedient 

                                  to it, kept it and pondered it in her heart.




c. Maternity is the dimension of the Kingdom of God 

                                  which, situated in the sphere of spiritual values, 

                                  acquires a fuller meaning, the Mother thus becoming an 

                                  a sense the first disciple of her Son.


C. Mark 6:1-3



1. Is this the carpenter, the Son of Mary?



a. Only Mark describes Jesus as a carpenter. Only in 

                                  Mary is the Father of Jesus not mentioned.



2. Not mentioning Joseph has been explained in five ways:




a. The son of Mary is simply a colloquial expression, a kind 

                                  of friendly remark.




b. The desire was to emphasize the humanity of Jesus. 

                                  There is no evidence to support that the evangelist 

                                  had this in mind.




c. It is an implicit allusion t the virginal conception of 

                                 Jesus. It avoids saying anything about human father. 

                                 But, Matthew and Luke mention Joseph and do not 

                                 question Mary’s virginity. Also, this would put the virgin 

                                 birth on the lips of the people of Nazareth, which is 

                                 not likely.




d. Some see it as insulting to Jesus by describing him as 
                                  an uneducated artisan as well as the implication that he 

                                  is illegitimate. This pejorative meaning is not likely 

                                 since these issues did not arise until much later.



e. Joseph had already died and hence does not need to be 

                                  mentioned. If this is the case, then the passage says 

                                  nothing about Mary.
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