Chapter Two
A Short History of Mariology
I. Introduction


A. Mary from the beginning of Christian theology



1. In the New Testament, the presence of Mary and the sober 

                       mentions made of her are not devoid of a clear theological 

                       content.



2. History has been a further interpreter of the role of Mary in 

                        the life of the Church.

II. Patristic Mariology


A, Sub-apostolic era



1. Ignatius of Antioch: statements about Mary are intended to 

                       defend the reality of the Incarnation against the Docetists.




a. This is a reflection on what Sacred Scripture says 

                                  about her.




b. The virginal conception and birth are closely linked to 

                                   Christology.


B. Patristic Age



1. Eve-Mary Parallel: Justin’s antithetical parallelism of Mary 

                       and Eve is rooted in Genesis 3:15.




a. Genesis 3:15 is not dependent on a Marian 
                                  interpretation as much as it is on the Pauline 

                                  interpretation of Romans 5 regarding the Adam-Christ 

                                  parallel.



b. Justin’s treatment is based on the principle of 

                                  recirculation. It shows that Mariology as a Christo-

                                  centric interpretation and shows her role in salvation 

                                  history. This also connects Mary to the Church.



2. Irenaeus of Lyons fully develops the Mary-Eve parallel. This 

                        is due to his connection of the analogy of Mary to the 

                        Church.




a. He makes Mary’s divine motherhood one of the bases 

                                 of his Chirstology and soteriology. It is Christ’s human 

                                 nature that makes possible Christ’s redemptive death 

                                 for all mankind.



3. Tertullian (+222): It is appropriate for the Word to take 

                        flesh from the Virgin, given that Adam from taken from 

                        Virgin earth. Eve’s sin is corrected by Mary’s faith.


4. Epiphanius of Salamis (+403): Mary was not only the occasion 

                        of life, but the Mother of all the living.




a. The Eve-Mary parallel exposed the richness that come 

                                  from asserting Mary’s active cooperation in the work 

                                  of salvation. 

                              b. It hinges on the relation of the sin of Eve to the 

                                  Annunciation of Mary. There is a Christo-centric 

                                  dimension.


C. The Divine Motherhood



1. The fact that Mary can truly be called Mother of God is 

                        something that can impact decisively on Marian doctrine.




a. The fact that Mary is the Mother of the Redeemer is 

                                  the ground on which is constructed the earliest 

                                  Patristic thinking on Mary’s greatness.




b. From the fourth century onward the truth of the 

                                  divine Motherhood is expressed through the title 

                                  “Theotokos.”




c. With the Council of Ephesus, there was a huge 

                                  development of Marian feasts. Mary has acquired her 

                                  liturgical dimension through homilies and hymns that 

                                  nourished popular devotion and revealed her privileges.



2. Sub tuum praesidium: the title Theotokos appeared in this 

                        fourth century prayer.




a. Mary divine motherhood is first of all a Christological

                                 explication. It leads to a better understanding of the 

                                 nature of Christ our Savior as well as the nature of the 

                                 one who is the Mother of the Redeemer.


D. Mary as Panhagia- All-Holy



1. The exceptional nature of Mary’s personhood is summed up in 

                        the affirmation of her holiness.





a. It is a Marian privilege whose source lies in the 
                                  maternal relationship to Christ and the mystery of 

                                  salvation.



b. These are found in her with the superabundance of 

                                   grace appropriate to be carrying out her unique 

                                   universal mission.



2. Marian privileges begin to be seen as necessary to protect 

                        the integrity of the faith. These are defended by the 

                        Fathers even though the defense has disadvantages because 

                        heretics could use these defenses to support their own 

                        beliefs.




a. This danger was seen in the defense of her three-fold 

                                  virginity. Often it was the “in partu” virginity that was 

                                  seriously challenged. But Mary is still referred to as 

                                  “Aei-parthenos.”




b. Alongside her virginity is the acknowledgement of the 

                                  fullness of her holiness. While no one believed she

                                  sinned, some would have argued that she possessed 

                                  minor imperfections, especially in regard to a faith 

                                  crisis on Calvary.



3. After the dogmatic definition of the Theotokos, the 

                        prerogative for the fullness of holiness become more fully 

                       manifest. This is especially seen from the sixth century 

                       onward.




a. Also it is at this time that belief in Mary’s “Koimesis” is 

                                  being proclaimed in homilies.




b. From the time of Ephrem the Syrian, she is being 

                                  proclaimed Queen of creation and Our Lady. By the 

                                 seventh and eighth centuries, she is proclaimed Queen 

                                 of the universe.

C.  Mary’s expanding role


1. If early Mariology showed Mary’s cooperation in the Mary-

             Eve Parallel, by the seventh-eighth century her social role is 

             being proclaimed. “Mediatrix”



a. No one is saved unless it is by the Mother of God; no 

                       one mercifully receives the divine gifts unless it is 

                       because she has brought him to God.



b. John Damascene described Mary as the dispenser of 

                        gifts. With him, all the Marian lines were worked out.


2. Main lines of Patristic Mariology



a. The Mother of Jesus is truly the Mother of God; she 

                        conceived and bore him while remaining a virgin.



b. She is essentially connected to the Redeemer as the 

                        New Eve, the Mother of all the living.



c. She is also a prototype of the Church.



d. Her role in salvation explains why she enjoys such 

                        privileges.


3. Development of Marian devotion



a. Devotion to the Mother of God was more developed 

                       and widespread in the East over the West.

III. Mary in the Middle Ages

A. Mary in the West

1. From the Carolingian Renaissance, there was a rapid 

             development in Mariology.



a. Marian feasts from the East as well as hymns such as 

                        the Akathist were introduced into the West.


2. Doctrinal development is grounded in Mary’s divine 

              Motherhood and perpetual virginity.



a. This leads to the development of the Marian

                        prerogatives such as the immaculate Conception, 

                        queenship, and Mediatrix.



b. There are no Mariological treatises in the West. 

                         Marian themes were expressed through sermons, 

                         ascetical writings and Scripture commentaries.



c. Scholastic theology will focus on divine Motherhood in 

                       a Chirsto-centric way which will establish future 

                         treatment of the prerogatives.


B. Medieval Theologians/ Periods



1. Eighth Century




a. Venerable Bede (735): He focused on the traditional

                                  Marian themes of the Eve-Mary Parallel and the Mary-

                                  Church relationship.




b. Ambrose Autpert (784): He devlopes the teaching on 

                                  Mary’s spiritual motherhood. He was influenced by 

                                  Eastern theologians, especially in regard to the 

                                  Assumption.




c. He sees Mary as the Woman in Revelation 12 and unites 

                                  the Byzantine and West Mariologies.  He stresses 

                                  Mary’s intercessory role.




d. Marian Devotion: divine Motherhood is stressed 

                                  against those who teach adoptionist Christology. With 

                                  the hymn Ave Maria Stella, Mary as the star of the 

                                  Sea became an important image. 



2. Ninth-Eleventh Century




a. Battle over Virginitas in partu. Radbertus (865) argies 

                                 for the tradition against Ratramnus (868).




b. The question of Mary’s conception takes on more 

                                   importance.




c. Mary’s intercession and universal mediation as well as 

                                  Mary’s role in redemption.


3. Twelfth-Thirteenth Century  (Benedictine-Cistercian)




a. Mary begins to be seen in scholasticism as an integral 

                                  part of theology viewed in the mystery of Christ.




b. Anselm (1109) Does not accept the Immaculate 

                                  Conception for soteriological reasons, but also lays the 

                                  groundwork for it.




c. Eadmer of Canterbury (1124) He articulates the

                                  Immaculate Conception with his chestnut argument and 

                                  stresses her intercessory role.




d. Rupert of Deutz (1135) and William of Newburgh write 

                                 Commentaries on the Song of Songs from a Marian 

                                 perspective.




e. Bernard of Clairvaux is the most important Marian 

                                 figure at this time. He addresses Marian themes in his 

                                 sermons and letters. He tries to synthesize the earlier 

                                 traditions. He focused on the sublime nature of divine 

                                 motherhood and Mary’s mediatory role.



4. Thirteenth-Fourteenth Centuries (Franciscan-Dominican)




a. Anthony of Padua (1231) deals with Marian privileges in 

                                  his sermons.




b. Peter Lombard (1160): Within the Scholastic system, 

                                  treatment of Mary is found between the Incarnation 

                                  and soteriology.



c. Albert the Great (1280): Mary is addressed in the 

                                  context of Christology and in a more sober tone. 

                                  St. Thomas does much the same.




d. Bonaventure (1274): Mariology is seen through her 

                                  divine motherhood and her association in the saving 

                                  work of Christ.




e. John Duns Scotus (1308): He is known as the Marian 

                                  doctor, who worked out the basis for the doctrine of 

                                  the Immaculate Conception.

C. Summary



1. Medieval Mariology made doctrinal advances in the areas of 

                        mediation, Immaculate conception, assumption and queenship.



2. There are three specific Marian approaches in this period:




a. Mariale- books written in praise of Mary




b. Marian Florilegia: These are various prodigies  

                                  attributed to Mary’s intercession.




c. Marian monographs: These address a particular 

                                  prerogative of Mary or a collection of sermons.



3. Marian Devotion




a. Hymns: Salve Regina, Alma Redemptoris Mater, 

                                  Memorare




b. Development of the Rosary




c. Little Office of the BVM




d. Marian Feasts

IV. Modern Mariology


A. Theological correctives


1. Mariology was marked by a degree of decadence of thought 

                       and spiritual exercises that helps to fuel the reformation.



a. At the same time, many Protestant reformers held the 

                                  Mother of God in great esteem.



2. Characteristics of this modern era:




a. birth of the Mariological treatise




b. challenges presented by Jansenism


B. Modern Mariologists/Themes



1. Francisco Suarez (1584): He dealt with Mariology in questions 

                       1-23 of his work on the Life of Christ. He is seem as the first 

                       writer of a modern mariological treatise.



2. Questions over what to call Marian studies:




a. Mariale (too general)




b. Marian Theology (contradictory)




c. Theotokology (too limited)




d. Mariology (Placidus Nigidus- 1602). The work is not 

                                  constructed chronologically, but following the line of 

                                  efficient and final causality.


3. Seventeenth Century Mariology was affected by the century 

                        that preceded it.




a. All of the theology of this period was seen as a

                                  reaction against the Protestant reformers. This also 

                                  seen in the light of the French School.



b. Marian devotion which was to bolster the faith of the 

                                  people quite often degenerated into a kind of 

                                  sentimentalism, exaggeration and sometimes even 

                                  deviations.


4. Reaction to Jansenism: There was a lot of juggling going on. 

                       On the one hand devotion was promoted in response to 

                       Jansenism, but there was the concern that it not overshadow 

                       Christology.



a. Admirable Heart of Mary: St. John Eudes (1680)




b. True Devotion: Louis de Montfort (1716)




c. Glories of Mary Alphonsus de Liguori (1787)




d. The strength was due to a lack of doctrinal formation, 

                                  causing it to fall into superstition.



5. Religious Orders and Marian piety:



a. Jesuits (Fr. Leumis) Marian congregations




b. Capuchins: Marian confraternities




c. Olier and Eudes: Marian spirituality for priests




d. Redemptorists: Missions to combat Jansenism




e. Devotion to the Rosary: Battle of Lepanto (1571)




f. May devotions: 17th century Italy

V. Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries


A. Marian Prerogatives



1. Dogmas defined



a. 1854 Immaculate Conception




b. 1950 Assumption



2. Cardinal Mercier is the promoter for the dogmatic definition 

                        to Mary’s mediation. Benedixt XV established the Feast of 

                        Mary as Mediatrix.





a. The dogmas has not be defined, but it has also not 

                                  gone away and the title was worked into Lumen 

                                  Gentium 8.



3. Mary’s Queenship




a. It follows the doctrine of her queenship.




b. After the pronouncement of the Feast of Christ the 

                                  King, there was a movement to promote Mary’s 

                                  Queenship.




c. Pope Pius XII instituted the Feast of the queenship of 

                                  Mary in 1954.


B. Mariology Treatises



1. Scheeben: He did two things in his two volume Mariology.




a. He treated the Marian mystery in a unified way.




b. He gave place to Mary between Christ and the Church.



2. Newman: He stresses Mary as the New Eve who must always 

                        be viewed in light of her Son.




a. Mary, though united to Christ in a unique way, is not 

                                  cut off from the rest of humanity.




b. Statements about Mary are not independent doctrines 

                                  but are al part of a harmonic whole. No Marian 

                                  doctrine is isolated or self-sufficient.



3. Twentieth Century Mariologies




a. Most follow a Neo-Thomist structure




b. They start from general principles and move to 

                                  specific conclusions.




c. They are linked to Christology based on the principle 

                                  of analogy and Mary’s association with Christ.


4. Marian developments in the 1920’s




a. Biblical studies move away from proof-texting




b. Ecclesiology: Mary is linked to the mystery of the 

                                  Church (O Semmelroth).




c. Liturgical movements




d. Marian journals, societies and Congresses


C. Marian Devotion



1. Many religious organizations were established under Marian 

                        inspiration, including over 700 women’s organizations. 



2. Liturgically




a. Benedict XV (1921) Mary the Mediatrix of all Grace




b. Pius XII (1954) Queenship of Mary and a Marian year 

                                  in honor of the Immaculate conception



3. Marian apparitions




a. Rue du Bac (1830)




b. LaSallette (1846)




c. Lourdes (1858)




d. Fatima (1917)



4. Pilgrimages to Marian Shrines




a. Lourdes, Fatima, Guadalupe




VI. The Virgin Mary and Vatican II


A. Pre-Vatican II Mariology



1. Rise of an ecclesiotypical view of Mary



2. Two Marian forms become more identified:




a. Christotypical




b. Ecclesiotypical


B. History of Vatican II document on Mary



1. Schema: De Beata Virgine Maria 




a. In the Schema on the Church, chapter five dealt with 
                                 concerning Mary: Mother of Jesus and Mother of the 
                                 Church (June 1961).



b. It was revised in January 1962 with the Title: Mary 

                                  the Mother of Christ and Mother of the Members of 

                                  the Mystical Body.




c. March 1962: The chapter was removed from the

                                  schema on the Church and made a separate document. 

                                  It was called Mary: Mother of God and Mother of the 

                                  Lord.




d. It was later thought more appropriate to put it back in 

                                 the document on the Church. In September 1963, there 

                                 was a discussion led by Cardinals Santos and Koenig on 

                                 where Mary should be treated. With the vote on 

                                 October 29, the yeas and nays were separated by 17 

                                 votes (1114, 1074).



2. The approved conciliar text: 




a. The new schema was written under the direction of 

                                  Gerard Philipps and Carolus Balic. It was passed on 

                                  November 14, 1964.


C. Marian doctrine of the Council



1. Caveats:




a. Chapter 8 does not present an exhaustive Mariology.




b. Different Marian trends are not stopped




c. Scripture, Tradition and Magisterium all platy a key 

                                  role.




d. Mary is not seen in isolation but in the context of all 

                                  salvation history.




e. Salvation history model is proposed over a speculative 

                                 model.




f. There is an ecumenical purpose to using the title 

                                 Theotokos.


D. Four-fold Division of Lumen Gentium Eight



1. Para 55-59:Mary in salvation history (Scripture)



a. Old Testament: Mary as new Eve, virgin, Daughter Zion



b. New Testament: Mary and the Annunciation






57      Mary united in the work of her Son






58-9  Mary at key points in salvation history



2. Para 60-65: Relationship of Mary to the Church



a. Christ is the One Mediator (60)




b. Mary’s mediation flows from Christ. Her mission is 

                                  grounded in and subordinate to the mission of her Son. 

                                  Her mission highlights Christ’s mediation. (62)




c. Marian mediation based on 2 things:





Mediately-she conceived the Redeemer





Immediately- she unites herself by her actions to 

                                                              the actions of her Son.




d. Two views of Redemption





Objective: Mary’s acquisition of grace





Subjective: Mary’s distribution of grace




e. Mary is exemplar, model and type of the Church. Her 

                                  divine Motherhood is the cause of her essential union 

                                  with the Church. (63)




f. There is a Marian life of virtues to be modeled (65)



3. Para 66-67: Devotion and Veneration of the Blessed 
                 Mother



a. Mary is honored by the Church because of her divine 

                                 Motherhood and her involvement in the work of 

                                 salvation.




b. Latria is distinguished from dulia and hyperdulia



c. Devotion to Mary is to be fostered but in a balanced 

                                  way that avoids all extremes.



4. Para 68-69: Mary as the sign of True Hope



a. Mary is the image and model of the pilgrim Church as 

                                  well as the first one glorified in heaven




b. She is the intercessor to lead all people to the one 

                                  people of God.


E. Mary, Mother of the Church



1. Mater Ecclesiae is not a title found in the history of the

                       Church. It comes from a reflection on the Church as the 

                       Mystical body.




a. Benedict XIV was the first to speak of it. Every pope 

                                 from Leo XIII has also spoken of it.




b. Council Fathers opposed including the title in Lumen 

                                  Gentium. Paul VI defended the Title and used it to 

                                  conclude the third session of the Council on November 

                                  21, 1964.



2. Paul VI’s reasons




a. The Theology of the Mystical Body supports it.




b. The title is not new to Christian piety.




c. Many people, including some of the Bishops requested 

                                  it.



3. Relation of Mater Ecclesiae to Theotokos




a. The appreciate what the Church is as an extension of 

                                 the Incarnation, one needs to study Mary calling her 

                                 Mother of God and Mother of the Church.




b. Mary’s Motherhood is the archetype of the Church’s.
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