Chapter Eleven
The Assumption and Queenship of Mary
I. Introduction


A. First Redeemed, first glorified



1. In Mary, the redemption wrought by Christ attains its 

                      fullness and is manifested in all its perfection




a. This perfection of Mary’s redemption impacts on all

                                  the mysteries in her life, from her conception and 

                                  birth to her glorification.




b. Her glorification can only be properly understood in 

                                  terms of her being Christ’s mother and having a special 

                                  place in the history of man’s salvation



2. Mary’s union with her Son was the reason why even in her

                        earthly life, she was given to an exceptional degree the 

                        graces won by Christ



3. Mary’s glorification is studied from two angles:




a. Her Assumption




b. Her Queenship



4. In the Assumption of Mary there shines forth Christ’s 

                        triumph in his Ascension into Heaven and being seated at the 

                        right hand of the Father to intercede on our behalf




a. Any similarity between Mary and Jesus in this regard 

                                  is simply by analogy; neither Mary’s Assumption nor 

                                 queenship can be taken as a duplication of these 

                                 systems in the life of Christ


B. Connection of the Assumption and Queenship of Mary



1. Basing Mary’s Assumption on her Queenship has Patristic 

                       roots, especially in Andrew of Crete




a. Mary was brought body and soul into heaven and 
                                 there she is glorified by God in a unique way. The 
                                 glorification of the Daughter, Mother and Spouse of 
                                 the Trinity is summed up in the title: Queen of Heaven 

                                 and Earth.



b. Scriptural basis for this is found in the Kenotic Hymn 

                                  and the Magnificat. Kenosis and exaltation are 

                                  reproduced in Mary’s life




c. Her exaltation and Queenship is connected with the 

                                  humility of the handmaid



2. Mary’s glorification is a maternal participation in the 

                        glorification of her son and a unique and full manifestation of 

                        the kingly nature of the people of God




a. Her Queenship has a lot to do with revealed truth and 

                                  little to do with a specific form regulating civil society




b. As Queen and Mother of the Redeemer and all 

                                  mankind, she is crowned Queen of Heaven and earth to 

                                  exercise in fully motherly influence on all. 

II. Assumption: Witness of Tradition


A. No explicit Scriptural reference



1. It is a dogmatic truth attested to mainly in Apostolic 

                       Tradition




a. There is evidence of this belief from the earliest 

                                  centuries of the Church



2. Patristic Sources




a. There is no reference to this for the first 300 years




b. This could be because the Christological and 

                                  Trinitarian controversies that occupied the Church




c. The Eschatological doctrine was slow in development




d. In the fourth century, Ephrem did not see Mary’s body 

                                 as subject to corruption.



e. By the 7th and 8th centuries, the Dormition of Mary 

                                  was an important topic for Germanus, John and Andrew


B. The Liturgy



1. The liturgy can supply arguments and testimonies which are 

                        of great value in determining particular points of Christian 

                        doctrine




a. The Feast of the Dormition began to be celebrated in 

                                  the East in the middle of the 6th century




b. What is celebrated was the passing of Mary, but it was 

                                   evolving into an actual commemoration of her 

                                   glorification




c. It passed to the West in Gaul and Rome and began to 

                                  be celebrated on August 15



2. The Assumption was celebrated not just as an historical fact, 

                        but as s salvific event which was the object of belief and 

                        devotion.




a. There are countless Churches dedicated to Mary 

                                  assumed into Heaven


C. Later Doctors and Theologians



1. In the 9th century in the West, doubts arose about the 

                       Assumption because of the lack of Scriptural support and 

                       seeing Transitus Mariae narratives as bogus




a. Those against believed that there was no evidence to 

                                  support the doctrine and it was only centered on the 

                                  glorification of the soul of Mary




b. This view was blocked by Pseudo-Augustine who 

                                  affirms the Marian prerogative by linking it to the 

                                  virginal motherhood of Mary



2. Medieval Theologians supported the doctrine and based it on 

                        Mary’s divine Motherhood, fullness of grace and perpetual 

                        and perfect virginity, Christ’s love for his Mother and her 

                        perfect happiness

III. Magisterium


A. History of the dogma



1. After the proclamation of the IC, there was a movement to 

                       proclaim the Assumption




a. when it was pronounced that Mary was from the 

                                 beginning free from all hereditary stain of sin, 

                                 Christians cherished a more fervent hope that the 

                                 dogma of the bodily assumption would be proclaimed.




b. Pius XII in Deiparae Virginis Mariae consults with the 

                                  bishops of the world to the suitableness of the 

                                 doctrine. 1169 were in favor and 22 voiced the 

                                 opportuneness of the doctrine




c. The principal basis and ultimate justification for the 

                                  dogmatic definition of this mystery was the universal 

                                  faith of the Church. The whole Church believed the 

                                  Assumption as a truth revealed by God


B. Munificentissimus Deus



1. Mary was assumed in the fullness of her being



2. After her life on earth, there is no conclusion reached as to 

                        whether or not she died



3. The Assumption does not come as a result of her power, but 

                         the power and action of God.



4. Body and soul: It constitutes the unity of her being. She was 

                        assumed and glorified in all the full existential reality of her 

                        being




a. Assumption excludes the mortal corruption of the 

                                  grave




b. Mary did not have to wait for the eschatological end of 

                                  history for the resurrection of the body



5. It is a singular participation in her son’s resurrection and an 

                        anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians

C. Biblical Basis



1. It is founded on the written word of God even though it may 

                       not be explicitly be revealed in the Bible



2. There are certain passages related to the doctrine




a. Genesis 3:15 Mary as the New Eve




b. Luke 1:28 fullness of grace connects to fullness of 

                                  bodily glory




c. Revelation 12:1 the woman in heaven is clothed with the 

                                 Sun



3. The Church does not draw her certainty about all revealed 

                        truths from Scripture alone, but also avails itself of

                        Tradition, a living source protected and authentically 

                         interpreted by the Magisterium

IV. Meaning of the Dogma


A. United with Christ in glory



1. The Assumption is the crown of all the gifts given to Mary. It 

                        is a consequence of her intimate, active association with her 

                        son the Redeemer




a. If she is associated with her Son the suffering 

                                 servant, then she also had to be associated with him in 

                                 his triumph as Risen Lord




b. Being the first and greatest of the Redeemed, Mary 

                                  through the Assumption participated in the most full 

                                  and singular way in the triumph of her son


B. First Fruits and model of the Church



1. She is the first fruits and model of the eschatological Church




a. the mother of Jesus in the glory which she possesses 

                                  in body and soul in heaven is the image and beginning of 

                                  the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to 

                                  come




b. Mary’s spiritual itinerary is the way we are to follow. 

                                 She has preceded us on the way of imitating Christ; her 

                                  glorification is the firm hope of our own salvation

V. Theological Reflection on the Assumption


A. The immaculate conception



1. Mary’s complete victory over sin should extend to the 
                        consequence and punishment imposed for sin



a. Mary ought not have been subjected to the corruption

                                 of the grave and wait for the end of the world for her 

                                 body to be redeemed


B. Divine Motherhood



1. Since Christ’s flesh was the flesh of Mary, it was highly

                        appropriate that the Mother’s body should be glorified as 

                        her Son’s was.




a. Since Jesus was in a position to preserve his mother 

                                 from corruption, it should b believed that in his filial 

                                  love he did so


C. Perpetual virginity



1. she who conceived virginally and gave birth without physical 

                         impairment should be exempt from the corruption of the 

                         grave and assumed to the incorruptible life in heaven




a. These arguments are not just the outcome of human 

                                  reasoning, they are found in the theologians, saints and 

                                  faithful of the Church

VI. Impact of Recent Eschatological teaching on the 

     Assumption


A. What is resurrection?



1. The dogmatic meaning of this mystery is connected to the 

                        bodily resurrection of all mankind and the immortality of the 

                        soul




a. The soul goes through particular judgment at death

                                  and awaits the resurrection of the body at the General 

                                  judgment



2. Protestant views




a. Some held that resurrection happens immediately at 

                                  death




b. The Church excludes this understanding of life after 
                                   death which would lessen the Assumption of its unique 

                                   meaning
VII. The Death of the Virgin Mary


A. History



1. Until the second century, there is no historical record that 

                       made any reference to Mary’s death



2. The dogma itself makes no conclusion as to whether or not 

                         Mary died


B. Immortalist view



1. Mary’s death could not be proven. This is based on




a. Silence on her death in the early centuries




b. Doubts expressed by the Fathers as to whether Mary 

                                  died




c. Dogma of the Immaculate Conception




d. Her perfect virginity calls for her essential non-

                                  corruption by death


C. Mortalist view



1. Historical argument




a. The unanimous and un-controverted view of the Church 

                                  was that Mary did die




b. Some believe the consistency is found in the primitive 

                                  apostolic oral tradition



2. Liturgical argument




a. Ancient feast spread and was celebrated meaning 

                                 death followed by resurrection



3. Theological argument




a. Since our Lord redeemed us by his death and 

                                  resurrection, then that route had to be taken by Mary 

                                  as well




b. If Christ attained glorification in death, then so should 

                                  Mary




c. Mary, possessing a human nature from Adam, 

                                 therefore her death was simply a consequence proper 

                                 to her human nature- subject to death and able to 

                                 experience pain and anguish

VIII. Queenship: Magisterium


A. Pius XII



1. May 13, 1946: On the occasion of the coronation of our Lady 

                       of Fatima. Pope saw this as a message about the queenship of 

                       Mary



2. October 11, 1954: Ad Caeli Reginam. This encyclical exposed 

                        the theological basis for Mary’s queenship




a. Divine Motherhood: If Mary is the Mother of the Lord, 

                                  then she is Queen




b. Associate in Redemption: Mary played a pre-eminent 

                                  role in the work of our eternal salvation




c. Sharing in Christ’s Kingship: Christ alone is King, but 

                                   Mary shares in his royal dignity in a limited and 

                                   analogous way



3. Vatican II (LG59) With her Assumption, Mary is exalted by 

                        the Lord as Queen over all things, that she might be more 

                        fully confirmed to her Son

IX. Mary’s Divine Motherhood and Queenship


A. Queenship lies in the divine motherhood



1. OT connection with Isaiah 7:14



2. NT connection with the following




a. Luke 1:26-28 “God will give Jesus the throne of David 

                                 his Father. Mary is the Gebirah.




b. Luke 1:42-43: Mother of My Lord implies nobility on 

                                  the part of Mary




c. Revelation 12:1 Mary is presented with the 

                                   prerogatives of heavenly queenship




d. Mt 1:16: In the genealogy, Matthew is tying Mary with 

                                  the idea of the Gebirah



e. Mt 2:1-11: Mary and Jesus meet the Magi. Jesus 

                                 seated on Mary stresses his kingly character

X. Mary, Redemption and Queenship


A. Liberation and queenship



1. Mary’s association in the work of redemption is the key 

                       factor in Mary’s predestination: it is God’s ultimate purpose in 

                       this matter and therefore the cause o everything else



2. If Christ is king not only because of his hypostatic union but

                        also because he is our redeemer, Mary will be queen by her 

                        motherhood and on merit



a. The Christ-Mary relationship in the work of 

                                  redemption is not only that of Son to Mother, it also 

                                  involves a spousal link.



3. It follows that the fact of being Mediatrix should confer on 

                        Mary a Queenship that is at least different in origin from 

                        that which her divine motherhood confers on her; 




a. The latter she acquired through a familial relationship, 

                                  the former is attained by right of conquest

XI. The Scope of Mary’s Queenship


A. Natural Right



1. Mary is queen by natural right because since Christ, as man is 

                       king of the universe the Blessed Virgin participates by 

                       maternal right in that universal royal authority of her Son




a. She is queen by conquest because with her fiat, she 

                                  associated herself in the work of salvation and 

                                   participates in the dignity that Christ attained



2. Mary shares in the royal dignity of Christ but in a 

                        subordinate way, which takes the form of the power of 

                        intercession with her Son, a uniquely effective intercession.


B. Spiritual and universal queenship



1. This is because the kingdom of Christ is primarily a spiritual 

                        kingdom, since the object of the Redemption is to ransom 

                        mankind and set it free from sin, leading it to its definitive 

                        home through the practice of Christian virtue




a. Mary exercises her royal power especially over those 

                                 spiritual and supernatural gifs which help men 

                                 and women reach their last end



2. Universal queenship




a. Her reign extends to heaven over angels and saints.




b. Her reign extends over purgatory where she 

                                  intercedes to God on their behalf and consoles them in 
                                  their suffering




c. Her reign extends to earth caring for all people 

                                  obtaining for them the graces necessary for salvation.




d. Her power covers demons and she thwarts their 

                                  efforts to lead mankind to perdition
