Chapter 13
Devotion to the Most Blessed Virgin

I. The meaning of Devotion to Mary


A. Marian Cult



1. Cult: those acts whereby the excellence of a person is 

                       acknowledged and in which the submission and dependence of 

                       the one who performs such acts are expressed




a. An act of submission deriving from the recognition of 

                                 excellence of another




b. Those acts by which we express our dependence on 

                                  God and whereby we raise our minds to him



2. Cults are different in essence:




a. Divine cult (latria) owed to God because of his infinite 

                                 uncreated excellence




b. Marian cult (hyperdulia) given to Mary on account of 

                                  her great dignity and fullness of grace




c. Saints and Angels cult (dulia) veneration given to saints 

                                  on account of their supernatural excellence



3. Cultic point of view




a. Internal/Private: recognition occurs in the mind




b. External/Public: expressed in signs and actions either 

                                  individually or corporately

II. Cult of the Virgin Mary in Vatican II


A. Nature and Basis of Marian Devotion (LG66)



1. Mary is honored by a special cult; honor given to Mary is 

                       different from worship to God and veneration given to the 

                       saints


2. Gives the basis for devotion to Mary



3. Marian devotion has been in the Church from the earliest 

                        Times



4. Four types of devotion given to Mary




a. veneration: recognize her great dignity




b. Love: filial devotion to Mary as spiritual Mother




c. Invocation of Mary as intercessor and Mediatrix




d. imitation of Mary’s virtues



5. Marian devotion is subordinate to worship which is owed to 

                        God alone.




a. All Marian veneration possesses a Christological 

                                  orientation


B. Directives for Marian devotion



1. Three exhortations to all believers




a. Foster the cult of Mary, especially the liturgical cult




b. Hold in high regard practices and exercises of 

                                  devotion to her




c. Observe Church norms in regard to veneration of 

                                  images



2. Directives for priests and theologians




a. Refrain from false exaggeration or too summary an 

                                  attitude when speaking about Mary




b. Refrain from any word or action that may lead 

                                  separated brethren to false doctrine




c. Cultivate study of Scripture, Fathers, Doctors and 

                                  liturgy to illustrate the role and privileges of Mary



3. True devotion proceeds from a true faith, by which we 

                         recognize Mary’s excellence, have a filial love for her and 

                         seek to imitate her virtues

III. Marialis Cultus


A. This was an attempt by Pope Paul VI to restate the importance of 

               Marian doctrine in liturgy, theology and devotion. The work is 

               divided into three parts


1. Devotion to Mary in the liturgy




a. In this is contained the relation of Mary to the Church 

                                  year and her usage in the Liturgy of the Hours and the 

                                 Sacraments, especially the celebration of the Mass.




b. Mary is the model of the Church at prayer

· Mary is attentive virgin

· Mary is Virgin at prayer

· Mary is Virgin Mother

· Mary is virgin presenting offerings

· Mary is teacher of the spiritual life
2. Renewal of Devotion to Mary

a. Devotion to Mary must have these aspects: Trinitarian, 

              Christological, Pneumatological, Ecclesial


b. Four guidelines for true renewal of Marian Devotion

· Biblical: all worship should have a biblical imprint

· Liturgical: Devotion should lead to the celebration of the liturgy and flow from it

· Ecumenical: Marian veneration ought to point to Christian unity

· Anthropological: It needs to be accommodated to the attitudes of modern men and women. Mary is an example in the way she fully lived out God’s will.

IV. Devotion in Later Documents


A. Masses in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary



1. 46 Masses were put together with the intention of
                        commemorating the salvific events in which God the Father 
                        brought about in the Blessed virgin with a view to the 

                        mystery of Christ and the Church


2. List of Masses




a. 18 Masses for the combined liturgical seasons




b. Ordinary time Masses

· 11 celebrate the memory of Mary under Many titles

· 9 venerate her under advocations that recall her intervention in the life of the faithful

· 8 refer to titles that refer to her as a powerful intercessor

B. Catechism of the Catholic Church


1. Mary in treated in the following doctrinal areas



a. Christ (487-511)



b. Holy Spirit (721-726)



c. Church (963-975)


2. Marian spirituality is treated in these areas



a. Mary as model for prayer (2617-2619)



b. Reflection on Marian prayer (2673-2682)

V. Dogmatic Basis


 A. Vatican II (Mary merits veneration because…)



1. As Mother of God, Mary possesses a very special degree of 

                       Excellence



2. She was involved in the mysteries of Christ and associated 

                        with his redemptive mission



3. She is queen of the eschatological kingdom where Christ is 

                        the king

B. Marialis Cultus and dogmatic foundations



1. Singular dignity of Mary, Mother Daughter and Temple of the 

                        Holy Spirit



2. Her cooperation at decisive moments in the history of 

                        salvation accomplished by her Son


3. Her holiness, full at the Immaculate Conception but 

                        increasing all the time



4. Her mission and special position with the people of God of 

                        which she is a pre-eminent member, shining example and 

                        loving Mother



5. Her unceasing and efficacious intercession



6. Her glory which ennobles all mankind



7. Its ultimate justification is found in God who accomplishes all 

                        things according to a loving design. He loved her and did 

                        great things for her, he loved her for our sake and he gave 

                        her to himself and he gave her to us also

VI. Marian Devotion


A. Devotion

1. Definition: It is a stable interior disposition which inclines 

    one to recognize the person to whom veneration is given




a. It is not the same as feelings or acts of veneration




b. It is a spiritual reality that is rooted in a person’s will 

                                  and involved self-giving and dedication 


B. LG (67) and coordinates for true devotion to Mary



1. Recognition of Mary’s excellence: It is a result of 

                        supernatural faith. It is also the result of personal effort 

                        which leads one to study and develop a personal relationship 

                        with her



2. Filial Love: A supernatural love leads to honor and venerate 

                        Mary


3. Imitation of her virtues: If love is true it always tends 

                        toward identification with the person loved

VII. Marian Prayers


A. Three key features of Marian prayer



1. Everything we do to honor her redounds to the honor of the 

                       Blessed Trinity



2. Everything that Mary is, she is because she is the Mother of 

                        Christ



3. Devotion should lead us to be fully faithful to her and to the 

                        Church


B. Importance of the Rosary



1. It is an evangelical prayer because its mysteries cause us to 

                       reflect on salvation history


2. Three part structure focuses on the three stages of the 

                        mysteries of Christ’s humiliation, death and glorification



3. Christo-centric orientation



4. It springs from the liturgy and leads back to it.
