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I. Introduction

     A. Manuals of the Spiritual life


1. The manual consists of three liturgical books



a. Missal



b. Ritual



c. Pontifical


2. The Christian life is sacramental and it can be said that the 

              spiritual life of the individual Catholic is supernatural activity which 

              derives from the sacraments as its source and framework.



a. Baptism and confirmation are continuous acts



b. They form an atmosphere as well as a powerhouse for the 

                         believer.

     B. Purpose of the Incarnation


1. The Son became man in order to send the Holy Spirit who would join 

              us to himself in baptism, thus making us truly adopted children of 

              God the Father.



a. The purpose of the sacraments is to form us into Christ.



b. The Sacraments that make it possible for us to act daily 

                        toward the Father as adopted children in the Son.


2. There is a need to achieve a synthesis between the natural and 

               supernatural.



a. Sacraments are themselves supernaturalized human signs and 

                        acts, given here and now to this individual and whose graces 

                        are particularly tailored to him in this situation.

Chapter One: Split level being

I. Divided approach to life

     A. Two levels of being


1. Living their religious faith


2. Living the rest of their life.



a. Many fail to see a connection between the two.

    B. Problem of split level living


1. There cannot be two levels in our life because there is only one that 

              can be lived on, and that is the supernatural.



a. Their purely religious acts are supernatural and the rest are 

                        merely natural.



b. All people are on the supernatural level at least as to the 

                        purpose of their life which is the beatific vision.

II. Sacraments and the human person

     A. How is man the image of God?


1. St. Paul relates it to “putting on the new self,” created after the 

              image of God in the justice and holiness that come from the truth.



a. The image of God is sanctifying grace. It is a restoration of 

                        the image which had fallen through sin.



b. What else is this grace but the elevation of man to God’s life, 

                         to a plane of living supernatural to man so that he can know 

                         and love God as God knows and loves himself.



c. Man was originally a reflection of God’s very life. Even after 

                        the Fall man still existed on the supernatural level at least as 

                        to his final purpose.


2. As man shares in God’s life, so he will share in God’s happiness.



a. God’s happiness consists in knowing and loving himself.



b. Man was created to the image of God; God made human 

                        nature a sharer in all that was good.



c. Man was made like God in all things. Mary is holy, somewhat 

                       as God is holy.


3. God is not merely a force or energy, but personal.



a. He possesses not only being, but intellect and will.



b. God made man a person as well, for the only basis for union 

                        with God by a creature is on a personal basis: person to 

                        person.



c. God intended Adam for the Beatific vision after his passed 

                        his trial- the trial was Adam’s free choice of God as his good 

                        by means of his own intellect and will –the act of a person.

    B. Person as unity


1. The Bible does not say that man’s soul was created in God’s image, 

              but the whole man, since he is a composite of body and soul.



a. Man without sanctifying is a freak. This is the gap of original 

                       sin.



b. Since at the time of Adam all human nature was in him, we 

                        were deprived of what according to which and for which we 

                        were created- God’s life.



c. We are an orientation demanding fulfillment. We can only be 

                        fulfilled by God in the beatific vision because he made us 

                        that way.



d. The true image, grace, was lost. But, each person is a 

                         potentiality for this image and a capacity


2. Can man be man without sanctifying grace? Yes and No.



a. Grace is a true gratuity on God’s part and we could, at least in 

                       theory, be perfect human beings without it.



b. But in the concrete, man was created in grace, destined for 

                        fulfillment in the beatific vision and so he cannot be a man, as 

                        God intends him to be, without it.



c. Grace was part of man- although a supernatural part- from 

                        his very creation.

     C. Meaning of natural and supernatural


1. Nature makes a thing what it is- its very essence.



a. A thing acts the way it does because of its essence.



b. Whatever can be said about a thing depends on its nature.


2. Supernatural refers t something that is over and above nature.



a. The Christian use of the word means something that properly 

                        belongs to God which he freely gives to man.


3. Qualities of the supernatural



a. Something that belongs to God as God,



b. Which a man does not need to be a man



c. Which is entirely above man’s merits


4. Man neither needs the beatific vision to fulfill him as a human nor 

              does he deserve it.



a. God gave Adam this gift not after he created him nor as he 

                        created him, but because he created him.



b. Man came into being solely for the beatific vision; his 

                        happiness was to be a by-product



c. Even after man lost this gift, God intended to give it back to 

                       him through Christ.


5. For Catholics, baptized in Christ, there is only one level on which we 

              can live, the supernaturalized natural.



a. Every one who was ever born and who will be born has 

                        therefore an almost natural desire for the beatific vision.

     D. Potency of the Supernatural


1. Every person who dies in mortal sin will go to hell.



a. The worst suffering is not the physical but rather the 

                         realization of the loss of God in the beatific vision.



b. There must be an orientation to the beatific vision that his 

                         worst punishment can be its eternal loss.


2. One who rejects the supernatural to live wholly on the natural level 

              is going to frustrate his supernaturalized nature. 



a. If he lets supernature take its course, he will fulfill the end 

                       for which God created him.



b. Nothing but absolute being can satisfy human nature



c. We cannot live on the purely natural level because there is no 

                        such thing.


3. To frustrate our basic orientation to God is to frustrate ourselves 

              not only as Christians, but as human beings.



a. There is something in each person that reaches up constantly 

                        for God and for fulfillment by God. This is called “Spirit.”

Chapter Two: The Spirit of Man

I. Reality of man in Sacred Scripture

     A. Undivided Man


1. The Bible recognizes that man is body and soul, but it always takes 

              man as a unity or composite.



a. The usual biblical words to express man considered man as 

                        flesh and soul.



b. Flesh and soul in the Bible mean man as a human being, taken 

                        in solidarity with the rest of humanity and God’s earthly 

                       creation.



c. These two words seem to denote that man is on the natural 

                        level.


2. The word “Spirit” is revelation’s contribution to understanding the 

              composition of man.



a. The spirit is not a man’s soul, nor a part of him, but rather a 

                        dimension one that directs him vertically to God.



b. Life is basic to the idea of Spirit. The popular notion is that 

                        it is something quite alive, outgoing, directed to others, to 

                        charity and to the true, the good and the beautiful.



c. It is something in a person that drives him to unselfishness 

                        and self-forgetfulness and in a natural way to wonder and 

                        contemplation


3. If a man is faithful to God’s will he acted by reason of his spirit. If 

              conduct was dictated by natural motives, the main spring was his 

              flesh.



a. Spiritual behavior was something divine-human, a cooperation 

                        of a man’s spirit with God’s Spirit, which in the OT meant 

                        God’s creative power.



b. Spirit meant man’s orientation to God to achieve by God’s 

                        help some measure of union with him.

     B. St. Paul and the Spirit


1. Paul’s antitheses of flesh and spirit is not an opposition between 

              matter and spirit, between body and soul.



a. Flesh is the whole man in his weakness and mortality, in his 

                        distance from God and in his solidarity with a sinful and 

                        corrupt creation.



b. Spirit is man as open to the divine life and as belonging to the

                        sphere of the divine; man under the influence and activity of 

                        the Holy Spirit.



c. Flesh and Spirit are two active principles affecting man and 

                       struggling with him.


2. When Paul speaks about the flesh and the spirit, he is opposing not 

              body to soul, but the biblical meaning of flesh, that is natural man 

              to spirit, his supernatural tendency.



a. The Spirit is man’s participation in the supernatural order. 

                        “The spirit summons him to a destiny of a god.”



b. Spirit-flesh opposition is a distinction between the order of 

                        nature and the supernatural, which is a revealed order.

     C. Definition of Spirit


1. The spirit is man’s capacity for supernatural union with God, the 

              “processing” of his intellect and will for contact with God on the 

              level of sanctifying grace and ultimately of the beatific vision.



a. It is because of his spirit that a person is oriented to God, 

                       that he seeks the true, the good and the beautiful which in 

                       their infinite existence are God, that he goes out of himself 

                       toward love.



b. The natural substance is not really fitted for this, so it has 

                        to be processed for that purpose.



c. Spirit is not an addition to the human person, but that person 

                        processed for the purpose of a spirit to Spirit relationship.


2. A person’s spirit is not due to him as a man, it is strictly 

              supernatural and is explained only by his radical orientation to the 

              beatific vision.



a. Spirit is not something belonging to man, but given to him by 

                        God.



b. Everyone is on the supernatural level, at least as to his end, 

                        and therefore everyone has spirit.



c. The Holy Spirit does not create the Spirit in man; it is 

                        potentially present in every man.



d. A man’s spirit is his point of contact with the Holy Spirit.


3. The human spirit lies dormant and powerless until it has been 

               awakened and enabled by the Holy Spirit.



a. When God breathed life into man, this is something that man 

                        has in common with other animals. But there is an implication 

                        that the breath of life in man is in reality the breath of God, 

                        something in man and not yet belonging to him.



b. There is more to breath than life. It is understood as being 

                         an orientation to God in man; it is not only life, but a bond 

                         between God and man. 

     D. Summary


1. Man has been created on the supernatural level.


2. There is in man a tendency toward the beatific vision, an 

              orientation of the whole person for this supernatural end- spirit.

Chapter Three

I. Analyze God?

     A. We cannot know God


1. There is an infinite distance between God and us and yet we shall 

              know God.



a. God has created us for this knowledge of him and we tend 

                        naturally toward this knowledge.



b. Our destiny to know God is based on our superhuman, 

                        supernatural destiny.


2. While we have a natural ability to know God, he has told us certain 

              things about himself and this deposit of knowledge is called 

              revelation.



a. The full unfolding of this revelation was the work of Christ.



b. Christ committed this revelation to his Church, whose mission 

                        is the proclamation of the Gospel to the world.

     B. Philosophy and Theology


1. Revelation tells us what God is through faith. Human intellect does 

             this through philosophy.



a. The intellect is fallible in this pursuit, but there is a common-

                        denominator about God that we can agree on.


2. If we dare to define what and who God is, we must turn to 

              revelation.



a. Looking at Exodus 3:14, theology has defined God as being 

                       from himself, which definition is in contrast with that of the 

                       creature, being from another.



b. God is the source of his Being, which is eternal and 

                        necessary. Only God necessarily is.



c. The mystery of the Trinity is that which the intellect alone 

                        could never discover nor now can understand.



d. Clarifying the Trinity: Three persons possessing 

                        simultaneously the one divine nature.


3. What is NATURE?



a. A nature is that which makes a thing what it is; it is its 

                       essence, what it is. We are human beings because we possess 

                       a human nature.



b. The divine nature is that which makes God, God and this 

                         consists in being from himself. This being must be eternal 

                         and necessary. 


4. What is nature of God?



a. This being from himself supreme being also has to be all-

                         perfect or infinitely perfect (ie. without limits)



b. There are no parts in God. God’s essence has to be non-

                         material, or spiritual.



c. God is simple in the sense of one essence with no parts, no 

                        accidental additions and no change.



d. God is his intellect and will, infinitely perfect and eternally 

                        occupied in knowing and willing himself.



e. All that revelation has told us about God, all that reason can 

                       discover are nothing more than the back of God after he has 

                       passed by.



f. We want God to be manageable or on our level, thoroughly 

                        understood.

     C. The Mystery of the Trinity


1. Christ revealed the existence of persons in God as well as their 

             names, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


2. Person is an agent of action. His nature is the basis for his action, 

              out of which and by means of which he acts.



a. Person concerns the WHO. Nature consists of the AS 

                       WHAT.



b. Since person implies responsibility for action, only  being 

                        endowed with intellect and will can be a person.


3. In the Trinity there are three agents of action, but only one 

              nature,

a. The three persons have one and the same nature, therefore 

      they have one and the same intellect and will.

b. Although the divine nature is simple, the three persons are 

     really distinct from each other.


4. Patristic articulation of the Mystery



a. Father and Son imply the act of generation. However, the 

                        human and animal mode of generation is unthinkable.

b. Analogously, the Son proceeds from the Father by 

     intellectual generation, as his thought.

c. God’s intellect is occupied in knowing himself and since God is simple, this thought is the one complete expression of all that God is.

d. The Father gives the Son all that he is, except being Father and he does this by conceiving all that he is as a thought.

5. Nature of an idea


a. When the mind conceives the idea of some object, it makes a 

              composite of the essential elements of that object.


b. So the idea of God the Son, generated by the divine intellect 

              in the Father expresses perfectly the reality of God.

c. God the Son is the exact image of the Father, because all that the Father is the Son is, except Father. Persons are distinct from each other relationally as persons.

6. The Son and the Holy Spirit


a. The Son is God’s knowledge of himself, the Holy Spirit is 

              God’s love of himself.


b. Loving is willing him as our good and willing his good, welfare.


c. Love is basically an act of the will and the Holy Spirit 

              proceeds form the divine will as the love of the Father and 

              the Son for each other.

d. The Holy Spirit is the “sigh” of love of the Father and the Son for each other.

e. What proceeds in God by way of love does not proceed as begotten, as Son, but proceeds rather as Spirit, which expresses a certain vital movement and impulse; as anyone is described as moved or impelled by love to perform an action.

7. The Holy Spirit and Spirit in the OT


a. NT tells us that the Spirit of God is really a person. The OT 

             describes spirit as God’s power in creation. Therefore the 

             Holy Spirit is God’s power.


b. God breathing into man the breath of life was

· Manifestation of his power

· Power act proceeding from his love

· A giving to man what in God is God-directed, breath, so that by means of this breath, or spirit, man might be himself God-oriented.

c. While there is procession, there is perfect equality of 

    persons and no question of time. These processions take 

    place now for God lives in the eternal now.

     D. Johannine references to the Trinity


1. Christ the Incarnate Son is equal to the Father so that each 

             possess the one divine nature.

a. Because they possess the same nature, they are inseparable. 

     “I am in the Father and the Father is in me.”

b. The Father eternally gives his being to the Son.

2. Christ proclaims that he is the Son.


a. The Son is only-begotten

3. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. “Unless I

    depart, the Advocate will not come to you; whereas if I depart, I 

    will send him to you.

4. The Three persons have certain roles in the Trinity through their 

    Relationships:

a. The Father is the eternal Source

b. The Son is the glory of the Father; love is the highest form of glory.

c. The Holy Spirit is the love of the Father and the Son, is their union, for love unites.

5. Christianity is to the Father through the Son in the Holy Spirit.


a. God is pure action and the act is the procession of the 

             persons in the Trinity now.


b. Because God created us to partake in this life, the act of God 

              is not merely an example to us that we should imitate, but a 

              downright essential necessity by which we live

Chapter Four: The Redemptive Act: Atonement

I. Redemption bring Adoption

     A. Restoration of relationship


1. The grace that Adam lost for the human race was restored to it by 

              the Son through and in man.



a. The new creation, which is the Christian life, is union not only 

                        with the divine nature, but also with the divine Person of the 

                        Son so that we may be by adoption what he is by nature.


2. The purpose of Christ’s redemption was to confer adopted sonship 

               on the human race.

a. The basis of our relationship with the Son is the human nature we have in common with him ever since he became man.

b. The one human nature makes us brothers and sisters to each other, but in this case it also makes us brothers with God the Son.

3. The Incarnation established a twin relationship between the 

    Incarnate Word and the human race:

a. He took on what was ours to give us what was his.

b. The condition of this exchange is the solidarity of all with Christ.

4. The purpose of the Incarnation was not merely for the Word to 

     become flesh.


a. It was directed to a further end- the redemptive act, the 

              giving of the Holy Spirit who makes us adopted sons in a very 

              real sense.


b. Union with the flesh of Christ is no enough. God wills to give 

              us the Spirit, in Christ, who will unite us to Christ and in and 

              through him, to the Father.

c. The purpose of the Redemptive act is the union of our Spirit 

     with the Holy Spirit and by him the union of our totality with 

      the totality of the Son, with his divine and human natures.

     B. Adopted Sonship


1. Adopted Sonship is given in



a. Baptism: we participate in the Holy Spirit



b. Eucharist: We participate in Christ’s human nature


2. What is born of the flesh is flesh and what is born of the Spirit is 

              Spirit.

a. In Baptism, the Father and the Son give us the Holy Spirit, who gives us sanctifying grace with the resultant beatific vision, the infused virtues, the seven gifts and actual grace- all merited by Christ’s redemption.

b. The Holy Spirit is the source of the supernatural life in us.

3. Mork’s Thesis


a. The Father sends the Son made flesh by the Holy Spirit in 

              the womb of the Virgin Mary.


b. After the Ascension, the Father and Son send the Holy 

              Spirit who creates the Church. As the Church is the mystical 

              Body, the Son is now the whole Christ, Head and members.

c. The work of the Holy Spirit is not to form Christians, but the whole Christ.

d. The work of the sacraments is the process by which Christ and the Holy Spirit are giving adoptive Sonship in its various degrees of depths completing Christ in each one and in the Mystical Body.

4. The purpose of the Incarnation is the redemption


a. The Incarnation is still the central mystery, but to be 

              effective, it must reach its full flowering in glory by way of 

              Christ’s death.


b. The Hypostatic Union means that Christ is one divine person- 

              that of the Son- and two natures: divine which he has in 

              common with the Father and Holy Spirit and the human, a 

              truly created human nature, body and soul.


c. The human nature is not a person or agent of action.

          d. The Son took on a human nature so that as the God-man, he 

              could atone for man as man.

5. Atonement of Christ


a. Atonement for Sin is not the end of the redemptive act, it 

             was a condition. Its end is to give us the power to live 

             according to the Spirit.


b. Atonement is a necessary condition for this new mode of 

              living


c. Christ’s atonement took care of reparation and sin; it 

             annihilated all past sin and made it possible to have victory 

             over sin in the future.


d. The preoccupation for the Christian is sonship, not sin; life, 

              not death.


e. The redemptive act is not terminated by Christ’s death, but 

              by his ascension

     C. Christ’s atonement and meriting of grace for the human race


1. If God is to restore the divine life to man, man must turn again to 

             God by choosing him as Good instead of self.

a. Mankind did this in Christ.

b. It is done by the human will in Christ choosing God as its good and choosing it even unto death.

2. The atonement had to consist first in Christ’s heroic, constant and 

    perfect obedience. It was perfect love that chooses God.

a. The actual atonement was, by the Father’s will, to be accomplished by his passion and death.

b. His whole life was one source of meriting, but the great act of his choice was death. His earthly life was ordered to it and perfected for it.

c. The Son offered himself to the Father as a willing victim, out of love for the Father and mankind.

3. The essential element of a sacrifice is not the death of a victim, 

    but the fact of offering.


a. The death of Christ was a sacrifice because he offered 

              himself to the Father for that death, and made it sacred by 

              offering it to the Father as the personification 

              (representative) of the human race.

4. The two greatest punishments for Original Sin:


a. Loss of divine life and consequent beatific vision.


b. Death: the greatest natural punishment because the worst 

              possible natural thing that can happen to man is the 

              destruction of his human nature.

c. The Sacrificial death of Christ not only restored to man 

                         divine life, but also destroyed death, giving back the 

                         immortality of the body.

Chapter Five: The Redemptive Act: Resurrection

I. Atonement: Suffering and Death

     A. Resurrection


1. Christ merited his own resurrection as well as his glorified body.



a. He merited this first for himself and then for the human 

                       race. He wished to gain for us what he first gained for 

                       himself.



b. Christ’s resurrection was the reward for his emptying 

                        himself, taking on an ordinary human nature, choosing the 

                        Father’s will through his own will for himself and humanity.


2. Before the resurrection, Christ’s human nature was as human as 

              anyone else’s.

a. Christ came to earth as man, humbled himself unto death an merited  for his human nature the glory that it ought to have had but did not have before his death.

b. The resurrection revealed the true condition of Jesus which had up to then been hidden beneath the servile aspect of a carnal humanity.

c. The Son had to be vindicated, his identity had to be known.

3. Bodily Resurrection



a. With the resurrection, Christ’s humanity appears to be that 

                        of God the Son.



b. The divine Person of the Son has at last exercised his rights 

                        over his human nature: it has become the kind of a human 

                        nature that the Son ought to have.

     B. Contemplating the Risen Christ


1. Christ is not only the new Adam, but infinitely superior to him.



a. The new head of the human race is God, and a God-man, one in 

                        solidarity with the race.

b. As all of human nature was in Adam, so is the principle of 

     supernatural life in Christ as the potential of his new race.


2. Only at the resurrection does Christ become the perfect image of 

              the Father.



a. Not until his human nature is in every way perfect can the 

                       Son image the Father in that nature. 



b. Only the Risen Christ can give adopted Sonship. The Son 

                        merited adoption for us by his human nature.



c. Christ must attain to the fulfillment of his own sonship 

                       before he can be the source of redemption.


3. Role of the Holy Spirit



a. The Holy Spirit is the union of the Father and the Son; each 

                        gives himself to the other through the Spirit.



b. The Spirit gives the self of the Son to the Virgin Mary, 

                        uniting that human nature to the Person of the Son.



c. The Spirit personifies holiness in the NT: He is the only 

                        Person who is qualified by the word Holy.



d. The holiness of God is not static, but dynamic, it is pure act. 

                        The Spirit is this dynamic holiness insofar as it is love- God 

                         given and being given.



e. What is revealed  as God’s power in creation in the OT is 

                        shown by Christ to be the personification of that power.


4. If the body of Christ is to be reunited with his soul, this is also to 

              be the work of the Holy Spirit as God’s power in creation.



a. The resurrection is attributed to the Holy Spirit because it 

                        is an action not only of power, but of union and holiness.


5. The purpose of the redemption is to give adopted Sonship.



a. The Risen glorious Christ is capable of conferring adoption, 

                        but the actual adopting is done by the Holy Spirit as the             

                        agent for the Father and the Son.

b. There is a parallel between the Spirit’s action upon humanity, 

    the Son and upon the humanity of the adopted sons.



c. As the power of God in creation, as union and personified 

                       holiness, he gives the nature of adopted Sonship to our human 

                       nature in the instant of our baptism.


6. Two ends of redemption



a. The Son has redeemed and merited sonship for man. What

                        the Son has merited the Spirit gives as God’s immediate 

                        contact with man.



b. The purpose of the Son’s mission was to give the rights if 

                        sonship. The purpose of the Spirit’s mission is to give the 

                        power of using the rights of sonship.



c. The Spirit is God’s point of contact. Our point of contact with 

                        God is our spirit, which orients our whole being to him.

Chapter Six: The Redemptive Act: Sonship

I. The Effects of the Holy Spirit on human nature

     A. Difference between Christ and humanity


1. At the Incarnation, the Holy Spirit united the Son with a human 

             nature; at baptism, he unites the Son with a human nature.

a. At Baptism, the Holy Spirit unites the Son, possessing the divine nature and also the human nature received  at the Incarnation with a purely human person.

b. The result of the Incarnation is the Hypostatic Union; the result of baptism is adoption.

     B. Sonship


1. This is conferred on man through union with Christ the Son by 

              nature.

a. The union is real, organic and ontological.

b. The fullness of divine life that fills the glorified Christ can be given only by an organic union with him. (mutual dependence)

2. One forms with Christ the closest thing to a person without being 

    essentially God, the whole Christ.


a. Adoptive sonship is ours by result of this union with Christ: 

             because of the whole Christ, we participate in his most 

             fundamental condition: Sonship.


b. It is not an accidental result of our being in the whole 

              Christ, but first in God’s intentions for us.


c. If sons, we need to act toward the Father as sons. It is not 

             just an attitude, but a way of life. Action follows Being.

3. As God wills us to be adopted sons, he has given us with sonship a 

    new nature

4. Types of sonship


a. Natural: Given birth to by parents


b. Foster: Has no rights deriving from his condition; he is a 

              guest without the guest’s privileges.

c. Adoptive: He is truly a son in every way except the biological. Parents made us for this by giving him, as far as possible, his nature, so he can act as their natural child.

     C. God to man relationship


1. In adopting us, the Father gives us, as far as is possible, his nature 

             so that we can act in every way as his Son.

a. This new nature is created, or sanctifying grace

2. The Son made man merited adoption for us by his redemptive death 

    and we are adopted by our organic union  with him with his mystical 

    body.

a. This new nature that enables us to act as sons is given  through the Son as its meritorious cause and in the Son.

b. Sanctifying grace is the divine nature created for us by Christ, given to us by our union so that we can act as the son.

c. What is received is not the created share in God’s nature in general, but that nature coming to us through and in the Son so that, as far a creatures can be, the Son.

3. Adoptive sonship is the result of God giving himself to us: The 

    Father gives us himself in sending his Son. Both give the Spirit, who 

    personally comes to each one in baptism.

a. At the moment of union with Christ, he gives himself to be our new life.

b. Grace is not a thing but the gift of God communicating himself to man.

c. From the human side, grace is the transformation of the person in response to the new presence of God in which he is configured to Christ.

d. Grace is the result of the presence with us of God giving us himself.

4. Effects of Sonship


a. The Spirit of the Son within us enables us to enter into a 

              personal relationship with God the Father.


b. The Spirit of the Son pts us in contact with the entire life of 

              the Son. The Spirit forms us into his image and is himself our 

              love.

5. Our response to the Son is not imitation, because imitation 

     presupposes we are outside the one we are imitating.


a. Christ superimposes his personality on ours; our Christian 

             being and our life belong to Christ before belonging to us.

b. Thus, the Christian life means that the baptized must relive and continue Christ’s earthly life.

c. The process is not an imitation, but a mutual participation: we sharing in Christ’s life, he acting in ours.

d. This does not destroy our personality (uniqueness). Whatever there is in us of sin and fault must go and give way to Christ.

     D. Infused Gifts of the Holy Spirit come with divine Sonship 

1. All the virtues and all the gifts, if the power is to be operative by 

   the Spirit, must be performed for the love of God, for their end is 

   formation in Christ, living as the Incarnate Son.

a. The love that the Father wants from us is the love that the Son gives him, the Holy Spirit.

b. The Spirit takes our love and joins it to Himself, the divine love

2. While the Mystical Body is still catching up with the earthly life of 

     its Head, that Head is in its glory at the right hand of the Father.

a. Christ is there incomplete, waiting for his whole body.

b. He is there as a pledge, that where the Son is by nature, the adopted sons will be there by grace.

     E. The Ultimate Goals

1. The goal is the beatific vision. This means that the goal is the image 

    of God.

a. The Beatific vision is to know God as he is by a direct means. He will unite himself directly to our intellect and we wil know him through this union.

2. Systematic steps:


a. God created us in his image and we are therefore on a 

              supernatural level.


b. Each person has a spirit which makes them capable of 

              receiving God.


c. The Son became man and restored the image through his 

              death and resurrection.


d. We receive life through him and status as adopted Sons.


e. The image of re-creation is the Son. Our spirit is oriented to 

              union with the Son and n him to the Father.


f. The work of this union is the acting of the Holy Spirit.


g. The mutual acts by which this union is achieved are the 

               sacraments.

