Sample Essay


The life of the Son of God can be summarized in one word: Mercy. Luke shows us this in the word of the Virgin Mary: “He has helped Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, the promise he made to our Fathers, to Abraham and his children forever. (Luke 1:54-55). 

        
God the Father made a promise that he would free his people from sin (Genesis 3:15) and restore them to his grace. He chose to carry out his promise in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He is the fulfillment of all the Father’s promises to Israel. Born of the Virgin Mary, he was sent by the Father to bring healing, restore hope and to proclaim a year of favor to people burdened by many challenges in life. (Luke 4:18-19)

In order for people to receive the mercy of God, they had to be aware of their sinfulness and repent. God the Father sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus’ message of hope. This hope is Good News: The Kingdom of God is at hand and in your midst.” Jesus learned how to transmit this hope through entering into the lives of people, even accepting the Baptism of John, though he was free from sin. To rid the world of apathy, he had to set the world on fire in word and deed. (Lk 12:49)


There are three particular ways that Jesus manifested this mercy throughout his public ministry. The first is his eating with sinners and tax collectors. Jesus shows us that he is sent to those rejected by society in order to offer them the Father’s love, and receive their love in response. (Luke 5:32) He offers the same message both to Zaccheus and the woman caught in adultery: Repent and receive the mercy of God.

The second example of mercy Jesus shows is his healing of the sick and  expelling of demons. In each case He shows us that God has not come to bring suffering, but to free people from it. This is seen particularly in the healing of the Gesarene Demoniac (Lk 8:26) and the ten lepers (Lk 17:11). In the case of the lepers, they explicitly asked Jesus to have pity on them. 


The third example of his mercy is his preaching the parable of the Good Samaritan. God’s mercy is not only extended to Israel, but also foreigners. Not being of this world, but sent by the Father, Jesus himself becomes the Good Samaritan to binds up the wounds of the human race, and put them in the care of others with the assurance that he will return to them again. 
     Jesus’ life work of proclaiming God’s mercy was to be ultimately rejected. He was betrayed by one of his disciples and handed over to the Jews, who handed him over to the Romans, who crucified him. On the Third day, God the Father showed the greatness of his mercy by raising Jesus from the dead and glorifying him. He appeared to his disciples, and before he ascended to his heavenly Father, he promised that he would send the Holy Spirit, who would continue to transmit the mercy of God by the words and actions of his apostles. By his mercy, manifested in Baptism and the Holy Eucharist, we will be saved and restored to life with Jesus Christ, the Son of God and enjoy everlasting life with the Father and Holy Spirit.
