Three Patristic Christological Traditions

Antiochene Tradition

· LOGOS ANTHROPOS CHRISTOLOGY

· Stresses the distinction of natures

Basic Qualities

· Ascending Christology  (from below)
· More literal interpretation of Scripture
· Two natures are united, but as a moral union of will rather than a physical, ontological union.
· Danger of splitting Jesus into two subjects- human and divine (Nestorianism).
· Will not use the form “communication idiomatum.”
Theodore of Mopsuestia (+428)

· There is a clear distinction between the divine and the human in Jesus. The union of Christ’s personhood is of the two natures, human and divine.
· Behind everything there is a fundamental idea of God who is himself the Redeemer in his Son. The Son “Deus Assumens” (God taking on)has led the “Homo Assumptus” (Humanity having been taken on), to perfection. 
· The Son works in communion with the Father for the salvation of the world.
Alexandrian Tradition

· LOGOS SARX CHRISTOLOGY
· Stress on the unity of the Person.
Basic qualities
· Descending Christology (from above)

· Allegorical interpretation of Scripture heavily influenced by Middle Platonic Philosophy.
· Strong interest in the metaphysical investigation of faith.

· Person of the Divine Word is the most sublime object of intellectual contemplation.

· Makes use of the form “communication idiomatum.”

Cyril of Alexandria (+444)

· Through the assumption of the flesh by the LOGOS, there has been accomplished an exclusion from sin, the return to incorruptibility, the renewal of participation in the divine nature which makes us children of the Father.
· God the LOGOS did not come into a man; he truly became man while remaining God.
· The Word has been united to the flesh in a union excluding any change.
· The Word has implanted itself in the flesh and makes the grace of the Holy Spirit take root there.
· Priesthood is ascribed neither to the Word nor the “homo assumptus,” but the LOGOS made flesh.
Latin Tradition

Basic Qualities
· Emphasizes the distinction in the two natures.
· Acknowledges the form “communication idiomatum”
· Rooted in Tertullian, Augustine, Ambrose
Pope Leo the Great (+461)

· Principle of Double Consubstantiality
· Jesus possesses divine and human characteristics of acting without calling the unity of the person into question.
· Kinship of Christ to the Father is far more intimate than with mankind.
· The saving act in its human dimension is ascribed to the Son of God.
· Jesus accepted death with full freedom and obedience because he was God and man at the same time.
· The foundation of Christ’s Mediatorship is founded on the personal union.
